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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  III. 


The  scene  of  conflict  was  transferred  from  New  York  State  dur- 
ing 1778,  but  the  exposed  condition  of  the  frontiers  was  a  constant 
source  of  anxiety  to  the  backwoodsman  and  to  the  State  author- 
ities. The  contents  of  this  volume  are  given  more  to  civil  than  to 
military  operations  inasmuch  as  the  youngState  had  just  begun  to 
keep  house  and  the  governmental  machinery  had  not  adjusted  itself 
to  changed  conditions.  The  Tories  were  giving  the  Americans 
more  or  less  trouble,  and  every  person  who  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  was  incontinently  shipped  to  New  York. 

The  principal  events  that  happened  during  this  year  were  the 
acknowledgment  of  American  Independence  by  Louis  XVI  of 
France,  who  signed  the  treaty  of  Alliance  and  Commerce  in  Feb- 
ruary, the  acquisition  of  Baron  Steuben  to  the  American  forces, 
the  effort  on  Lord  North's  part  to  establish  peace  negotiations 
with  America,  and  his  sending  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  George  John- 
stone and  William  Eden  as  peace  commissioners,,  who  were  re- 
pudiated by  Congress  because  of  the  attempt  of  Johnstone  to 
bribe  Colonel  Joseph  Reed,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  the 
signing  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  by  eleven  of  the  States, 
including  New  York,  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  the  first  minister 
from  France,  the  appointment  of  Benjamin  Franklin  as  our  first 
minister  to  France,  the  conquest  of  the  northwestern  territory  by 
General  George  Rogers  Clarke  and  the  selection  of  John  Jay  of 
New  York  as  president  of  Congress. 

In  military  matters,  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the 
British,  June  18th,  followed  by  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  ten  days 
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later,  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  under  Count  d'Estaing  at 
Sandy  Hook  and  the  horrible  massacres  of  Wyoming  and  Cherry 
Valley  are  subjects  which  the  poet,  the  historian  and  the  novelist 
have  drawn  liberally  upon.  Washington's  army  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  in  huts  from  Danbury,  Connecticut,  to  Elizabethtown, 

New  Jersey. 

HUGH  HASTINGS, 

State  Historian. 
State  Capitol,  Albany,  August  9,  1900. 
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[No.  1153.] 

CLINTON  LOOKING  AFTER  HIS  FRONTIER. 

Believes  That  of  More  Importance  Than  a  Northern  Expedition — 

Depleted  Condition  of  New  York. 

Poughkeepsie  8th  March  1778. 

Sir,  On  the  3d  Inst.  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  acknowledging 
the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  27th  LTItimo,  inclosing  one  to  his 
Excellency  Genl.  Washington  which  I  have  forwarded  to  Head 
Quarters  by  a  safe  Hand.  Rest  assured,  Sir,  it  will  always  afford 
me  Pleasure  to  serve  you,  tho'  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you, 
that  Expresses  from  hence  to  Head  Quarters  are  not  so  frequent 
as  you  are  lead  to  believe,  so  that,  to  prevent  Delay  you  will 
please  to  mention  when  your  Letters  are  of  such  a  Nature  as  that 
you  woud  wish  them  to  be  forwarded  by  Express,  &  it  shall  be 
done. 

I  am  also  favoured  with  vour  Letter  of  the  3d  Instant.  It  can't 
be  of  much  Importance  to  know  what  the  Fools  &  the  Mad  say 
concerning  the  Northern  Expedition;  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  as- 
sure you,  Sir,  that  the  Sober  &  Wise,  with  whom  I  have  had  an 
Opportunity  of  conversing  on  the  Subject,  fully  approve  your  Con- 
duct on  the  Occassion,  tho'  I  cant  with  equal  Justice  add,  that 
those  who  planned  the  Enterprize  without  providing  properly  for 
its  Execution  pass  without  a  Share  of  Censure. 
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I  flatter  myself  the  two  Companies  of  Vansehaik's  Regiment, 
will  be  of  real  Service  at  Schohary,  &  if  the  Idea  of  the  North- 
ern Expedition  is  entirely  given  up  by  Congress  and  the  Dispo- 
sition of  the  Indians  shoud  be  in  the  least  Doubtful,  a  few  more 
Troops  in  that  Quarter  may  be  necessary  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Frontiers. 

I  have  the  utmost  Reason  to  believe  that  there  [are]  a  number 
of  Persons  imployed  recruiting  for  the  Enemy's  Service  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Albany,  &  that  they  have  been  but  too  suc- 
cessfull  in  that  Business.  Some  Important  Information,  which 
I  received  on  this  Subject,  I  transmitted  three  Days  ago,  with 
the  Names  of  a  Number  of  the  Persons  concerned,  to  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  desired  him  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  fur  Aid  to  apprehend  them — perhaps  this  may 
produce  a  further  Discovery  of  the  Conspiracy  you  mention,  & 
enable  you  by  a  sudden  Stroke  to  crush  it  in  an  early  Stage.  It 
is  with  Pain  I  confess  that  too  little  Pains  have  been  taken  to 
recruit  our  Arm  v. 

At  first  setting  out  the  Hopes  of  Reconciliation  injured  us 
greatly:  it  induced  many  to  consider  the  War  to  be  a  mere  Tem- 
porary  Business  &  since,  we  have  not  been  as  Industrious  as 
we  might  &  ought  to  have  been.  This  State  has  been  the  Scene 
of  War  almost  from  the  Beginning.  &  considering  the  many 
Disadvantages  it  labours  under  on  that  account,  &  for  In- 
ternal Enemies  much  more  coud  nut  have  been  reasonably  ex- 
pected from  it. 

The  Defence  of  the  River  is  an  Object  of  the  last  Importance 
to  America.  Little  is  vet  dune  fur  its  Security  tho  I  have  used 
every  Exertiun  in  my  Puwer  to  effect  it.  We  are  nuw  busied 
in  aranging  the  Militia  of  this   State  &  I  have  called  on  Mas- 
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sactiusetts  &  Connecticut  to  furnish  2000  of  theirs  to  assist  in 
the  Defence  of  the  River  &  Country.  I  am  much  of  the  Oppin- 
ion  that  there  is  not  a  Command  in  which  a  Gentleman  may 
have  a  better  Opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself  than  that 
which  Genl.  Putnam  now  holds  &  shoud  it  be  your  Lott  to  suc- 
ceed him  the  Change  will  afford  real,  Pleasure  to  your  Most 

Obed't  Serv. 

[G.  C] 

I  am  sorry  I  am  not  able  to  send  you  a  word  of  News.     I  have 
not  a  single  Paper  at  present  worth  reading.     The  first  I  get 
you  shall  have. 
[To  Marquis  de  Lafayette.] 


[No.  1154.] 

Clinton  Reports  to  Washington  That  He  Has  Sent  a  Large  Supply 

of  Pork  to  His  Army. 

Poughkeepsie  8th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  wrote  your  Excellency  the  5th  Instant,*  informing 
you  of  the  little  Success  I  had  in  procuring  a  present  Supply  of 
Provission  for  the  Army  under  your  immediate  Command.  I 
am  now  happy  in  being  able  to  tell  you  that  since  that  Time, 
I  have  had  collected  at  the  different  Posts  in  West  Chester 
County  so  much  more  as  will  make  in  the  whole  1700  barrels 
pork,  which  are  all  on  the  Way  towards  Head  Quarters.  I  ex- 
pect the  last  of  it  w7ill  pass  the  River  at  King's  Ferry  and  New 
Burgh  Tomorrow.  I  beg  Leave  to  -suggest  to  your  Excellency 
the  Propriety  of  sending  faithful  Active  Officers  to  the  differ- 
ent Posts  on  the  Route  to  forward  it  on.  Genl.  Parsons  is  fur- 
nished with  Ample  Authority  to  cause  an  Impress  of  Teems  & 


*See  page  866,  Volume  II. 
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Carriages  to  be  made  in  ibis  State  for  the  Purpose  and  1  am 
perswaded  he  lias  &  will  continue  to  exert  himself  on  the  Occas- 
sion. 

I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  inclose  a  Letter  I  have  wrote  to 

Congress  inclosing  a  Copy  of  one  to  the  State  of  Connecticut 

which  as  they  treat  of  Military  Matters  I  have  left  open  for 

your  Excellency's  persual;  yon  will  please  to  have  them  sealed 

&  forwarded.     If  they  contain  any  Thing  inconstent  with  the 

good  of  the  Service  at  large  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to 

point  out  to  Congress  wherein  I  have  Erred,  so  as  to  prevent 

any  Mischief  they  might  occassion.    I  am  with  the  most  perfect 

Esteem  &  Regard  Your  Excellency's  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  1155.] 
Clinton  Urges  Exjiedition  in  Forwarding  the  Captured  Ordnance. 

Poughkeepsie  9  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  this  day  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  28  Febry. 
Ulto.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  proper  measures  have  been 
taken  for  bring'g  the  Cannon  left  at  Toconderoga  &c.  by  the 
Enemy  to  Albany  and  for  Stocking  and  mount'g  them;  in  the 
Execution  of  which  there  cannot  be  too  much  Dispatch  used  as 
they  will  be  wanted  Immediately  on  the  opening  of  the  River. 
I  am  not  able  to  supply  you  with  the  Iron  you  want  from  this 
Quarter.  Colo.  Hay  D.  Q.  M.  G'l  for  the  Northern  Departm't 
must  supply  you  with  this  and  every  other  article  you  may  need 
for  this  business. 

I  wrote  to  Colo.  Livingston  respecting  Iron  that  might  be 
wanted  for  the  Northward  and  I  suppose  upon  proper  applica- 
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lion  he  may  get  it  there  if  not  he  must  endeavour  to  provide  it 
elsewhere  us  that  business  must  not  be  delayed  on  any  account. 

*  « 

I  am  Sir  your 

[G.  C] 
Mnjor  Ebenezer  Stevens. 


[No.  1156.] 

THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  LINK. 

Accused  of  Bribing  Tivo  Officers  for  Securing  Relief  from  Certain 

Military  Duty. 

North  East  Presinct  Dutches  County  March  9th  1778. 

May  it  Please  your  Excelency,  The  Committee  of  Northeast 
Precinct  have  upon  due  Consideration  thought  Propper  to  present 
to  you  the  Inclosed  Proceedings  of  this  Committee  Respecting 
Jno.  Links  Bribeing  Capt.  James  Wilsson  and  Jno.  Gage,  in  Order 
to  obtain  a  Discharge  from  the  Conductor  then  going  to  Albany 
with  the  Slays  from  this  Presinct,  and,  S'r,  we  Humbly  beg 
Leave  to  Submit!  the  Matter  to  your  Honnour  to  Devise  propr 
Steps  to  be  taken  in  the  Affair. 

We  Remain  your  Sinceer  friends  &  Humble  Servants.     Bv  Or- 

der  of  the  Committee. 

Casper  Rouse  Chair'n. 

His  Excelency  Geo.  Clinton. 


John  Link's  Statement. 

North  East  Presinct.     In  Committee  Chamber  March  9th  1778. 

Mr.  John  Link  came  before  this  Committee  (having  been  Cited) 
to  Shew  Reasons  if  any  he  had  why  he  did  not  Parrade  with  his 
Slay  and  Horses  at  the  House  of  Peter  Knickerbaeker,  on  the  17th 
of  Feb'y  last,  in  order  to  proced  to  Albany  to  the  Q.  M.  G.,  said 
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Link  having  been  Previously  Notified  or  Impressed,  according  to 
;m  order  &  Requesl  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  this  State  to 
Suply  the.Q.  M.  G.  on  a  Sudden  Exegency  &c. 

Mr.  Link  aledged  that  he  had  Done  a  great  deal  of  Labour 
one  time  and  another,  and  had  nothing  for  it,  &  that  in  fact 
he  never  knew  that  he  was  pitched  on  for  one  to  Drive  a  Slay, 
and  that  he  Gave  Capt.  James  Wilson  and  Jno.  Gage  Ten  Pounds, 
to  git  him  Discharged  from  going  up  in  the  Service  to  the  Q.  M. 
Gen. 

On  Consideration  of  the  Matter;  it  appearing  to  this  Com'ttee 
that  Some  Clandestine  Measures  had  been  taken  by  Some  persons 
Respecting  said  Jno.  Links  being  Discharged  &c. — and  Resolved 
that  Mr.  Jno.  Link  be  put  on  his  Oath. 

John  Link  being  Sworn  Saith,  That  after  he  was  impressed 
into  the  Service  with  his  Slay  &  Horses,  he  Offered  Ten  pounds 
to  one  Bugbee  to  go  with  his  Horses  and  Slay  and  Drive  but 
he  would  not--«S:  further  that  one  John  Gage  Came  to  him  and 
told  him  it  was  very  hard  for  so  Old  a  Man  to  Go  up,  and  askt 
what  he  would  Give  him,  if  he  would  git  him  Clear'd;  he  said  he 
told  him  he  would  give  him  Ten  Pounds,  Gage  Said  to  him,  that 
Capt.  Wilson  and  he  had  talkt  about  it,  and  that  they  would 
try  to  git  him  Discharged,  and  that  after  he  was  Discharged  he 
Spoke  to  Capt.  Wilsson  and  Jno.  Gage,  and  told  them  why  now 
I  ought  to  pay  you  what  I  promised  you,  but  I  have  not  so  much 
Monney  with  me  as  Ten  pounds;  that  Capt.  Wilson  Spoke  and 
Said,  why  then  pay  the  five  pounds  to  Jno.  Gage,  and  we  are 
Neighbours,  and  you  and  you  I  Can  Settle  any  time;  and  that 
he  Did  promis  Capt.  Wilson  pay,  and  Whether  he  Intends  to 
take  it  or  not  he  did  not  know,  but  that  if  i  Capt.  Wilson  had 
Demmanded  it  he  Expected  to  pay  it.     Jno.  Link  further  Says 
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that  he  Never  Inrploy'd  any  Other  person,  or  gave  any  Money 
Or  Other  thing  to  Endeavour  to  get  him  Clear  from  going  in 
the  Service,  and  that  Capt.  J.  Wilsson  nor  Jno.  Gage  Never 
Encouraged  about  giting  him  a  Dischg,  untill  he  Came  with  his 
Horses  and  Slay  to  Peter  Knickbacker  House — and  that  he  askt 
him,  said  Wilson,  whether  he  was  like  to  Procure  a  Discharge 
for  him — and  that  Wilson  told  him  he  must  go  to  Pulvers  and  he 
would  try  what  he  Could  Do. 

John  Gage  Sworn  Saith,  That  he  went  from  the  House  of 
Peter  Knickerbackers  to  Propers,  and  from  there  he  Rid  with 
Mr.  Jno.  Link,  and  that  Mr.  Link  askt  him  to  Interceed  with  Mr. 
Morehouse,  Conductor  of  the  Slays,  for  a  Discharge,  but  that  he 
made  Link  no  answer,  and  when  they  Got  to  Pulvers  he  heard 
Link  &  Capt.  Wilson  talking  about  geting  his  Horses  &c.  Clear — 
and  that  Link  again  askt  him  to  try  to  get  him  Clear;  he  Like- 
wise Overheard  Link  promis  Capt.  Wilson,  Ten  pounds,  if  he 
made  the  Matter  Clear;  and  that  he  heard  Capt.  Wilson  tell 
Link  he  was  Clear,  &  that  on  that  Mr.  Link  said,  why  then  I 
must  pay  you  the  Ten  pounds — which  on  hearing,  he  Spoke  in 
Jest,  why  I  ought  to  have  half  ont,  but  on  Going  Down  the 
Road,  they  all  Stopt  at  one  Minclair  Tavern,  and  while  we  was  there 
Mr.  Link  Spoke  to  Capt.  Wilson  and  said,  that  he  had  but  about 
Five  pounds  with  him;  why,  sayd  Capt.  Wilson,  then  pay  that 
to  Gage — which  was  the  first  time  I  Realy  Knew  that  I  was  to 
have  any  Share  of  the  Money,  Meaning  the  Ten  pounds  before 
Mentioned — and  that  hee  Heard  Wilson  &  Link  in  Conversation 
about  the  Other  five  Pounds.  Wilson  said  that  they  were  Neigh- 
bours, and  he  was  not  Concerned  about  it,  &  Mr.  Link  Said, 
(hat  he  never  Should  have  the  trouble  to  ask  him  for  it,  for  he 
would  pay  him  as  Soon  as  hee  Got  home,  and  that  he  heard  Capt. 
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Wilson  Say.  that   this  Matter  Ought  to  be  Kept  Close  and  no 
words  made  of  it  so  that  it  gets  noised  abroad. 

Resolv'd  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  and  Mr.  James 
Heady  or  Either  of  them  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Exelency 
the  Governor  with  the  forgoing  Proceeding, 
bv  <  )rder  of  Commitee. 

« 

Casper  Rouse  Chairman. 


[No.  1157.] 
Construction  of  Gun  Boats  Left  to  General  Schuyler's  Judgmtnt. 

Albany,  27th  February  1778. 

Dear  Governor,  Receiv'd  Yours  of  23rd  Instent  &  agreeable 
to  Your  Requast  will  do  my  Endeavour  to  Git  the  Cannon  Down 
from  Tieonderoga  &  Mount  Indepandent.  I  have  for  that  Pur- 
pose Sent  Last  munday  Morning,  Sixty  Five  Span  of  Horses  & 
Seighs,  &  will  Send  Tomorrow  morning  Thirt}*  Five  More,  from 
this  Town  which  will  be  a  Suffetient  Number,  I  think,  to  Bring 
down  Said  Canon  that  is  leaft  for  I  have  Fourteen  Pieces  of 
Canon  here  already. 

The  Boards  at  the  Differ't  Saw  mills,  I  Expect  to  have  in  this 
Town  at  the  Letter  end  of  Next  week  if  the  Snow  will  permit. 

General  Persons  mentions  in  his  order  to  me,  to  have  Flatt 
Bottom  Boats  Built  with  one  Pice  of  Canon  at  the  Bow.  I  sh'd 
be  Glead  to  have  Your  Exelleney's  Derections  about  the  Size  & 
Shape  of  Said  Boats. 

I  have  Sent  to  Now  Borrough  110  axes  100  Spades  and  Shovels 
&  100  Pickaxes  for  the  West  Point.  I  am  in  haste  Dear  Gov- 
ernor Your  most  Humble  Sarv't 

Cornelius  D.  AVynkoop. 

P.  S.   Please  to  let  General  Persons  know  the  Contents  of  this 
letter. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.! 
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Poughkeepsie  9  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  rec'd  your  favour  of  the  27  Febry.  Ult.  and  I  am  happy 

to  find  that  you  are  getting  the  Cannon  down  from  Ticonderoga 

&c.  to  Albany  &  the  boards  from  the  Different  mills;  as  to  the 

Size  and  Shape  of  the  Flatt  bottom  gun  boats  proposed  by  Genl. 

Parsons  to  be  built,  I  wish  you  to  advise  with  Genl.  Schuyler,  and 

have  them  built  according  to  his  Idea  of  what  will  be  best.     I 

am  Sir  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Cornel's  Wynkoop. 


[No.  1158.] 

FILLING  VACANCIES  IN  TEX  BROECK'S  BRIGADE. 

The  General  Suspicious  of  Hessians  Who  Have  Enlisted  in  the 

American  Army. 

Albany  26th  Febry.  1778. 

Sir,  I  did  my  self  the  honour  to  write  your  Excellency  the  19th 
Instant,  &  Inclosed  you  a  Return  of  my  Brigade  since  which  I 
have  Rec'd  the  Inclosed  Return  of  Collo.  McCrea's  Regt.  Collo. 
Whiting  I  understand  attends  the  assembly.  I  have  not  had 
Return  of  his  Regt.  nor  of  Collo.  Van  Woerts  since  August  1776, 
the  Total  of  Collo.  Whiting's  Regt.  then  was  453.  Coll.  Van 
W^oerts  was  225  men. 

By  the  appendix  to  the  militia  Law*  Passed  in  August  1775, 


♦Appendix  to  the  rules  and  orders  for  regulating  the  militia  of  the  Colony  of 
New-York, 

1st.  As1  the  desire  of  promotion  in  the!  public  service  is  extremely  laudable,  and 
therefore  should  be  So  far  incouraged  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
public,  and  at  the  same  time  may  not  be  construed  into  a  design  of  countenancing 
promotions,  of  course  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  every  company,  to  have  a 
regard  in  elections,  to  promote  to  offices  according  to  rank,  so  far  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  true  merit  and  ability  to  serve  the  public. 

2ud.  That  where  ever  a  sufficient  number  of  minute  men  do  not  voluntarily  turn  out 
of  any  regiment  of  the  militia  of  this  Colony,  to  complete  the  proportion  in  the  afore- 
said rules  and  orders  required,  the  deficiency  be  made  up  by  lot  from  those  companies 
in  which  such  deficiency  shall  happen. 

3rd.  That  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  be  two  separate 
brigades. 
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the  Rank  of  the  officers  is  fixed  giving  Preference  to  Counties; 
the  like  method  has  been  observed  in  this  County  by  giving 
Preferences  to  Districts;  many  Gentlemen  who  bore  Corn's  under 
the  former  Government  &  Friends  to  the  Glorious  American 
Cause,  hold  Corn's  under  the  Present,  &  by  this  arrangement 
are  Injured;  as  I  understand  that  new  Corn's  are  to  be  given 
and  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  that  great  tlneasi- 

4th.  That  when  any  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  with  respect  to  his  being 
fined  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  regulations,  the  committee  of  the  city, 
town,  manor,  precinct  or  district,  where  the  cause  of  complaint  ariseth,  upon  com- 
plaint made  to  them,  shall  have  power  to  hear,  and  determine  the  matter,  and  if  said 
complaint  shall  appear  to  be  groundless  and  vexatious,  the  complainant  shall  forfeit  a 
sum  equal  to  the  fine  in  dispute,  to  be  levied  upon  his  goods  and  chattels  by  warrant 
from  the  chairman,  directed  to  a  serjeant  of  the  company.  The  said  forfeiture  to  be 
applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  fines  in  the  before  said  regulations  are  applied; 
and  that  no  man  shall  be  fined  for  want  of  powder  and  ball,  who  shall  produce  a 
receipt  from  his  captain  of  his  having  deposited  in  his  hands  six  shillings  and  nine 
pence  for  the  purchase  of  those  articles. 

5th.  That  besides  the  stated  meetings  of  the  companies  of  the  militia,  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  to  use  all  possible  diligence 
to  perfect  their  companies  in  the  military  art,  by  inviting  them  together  in  small 
parties  as  often  as  they  conveniently  can  meet. 

6th.  That  although  persons  above  50  years  of  age  are  not  required  to  be  enrolled  in 
the  militia,  yet  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  to  them  that  they  be  respectively 
provided  with  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  as  though  they  were  required  to 
be  enrolled. 

7th.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  every  man  in  the  militia  to  provide  himself 
with  a  bayonet  properly  fitted  to  his  musket  or  firelock. 

Sth.  That  no  new  troops  of  horse  be  formed  unless  an  augmentation  be  recommended 
by  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

9th.  That  all  persons  incurring  the  penalties  for  non-attendance  and  disobedience  of 
orders  specified  in  the  twelfth  clause,  shall  for  every  default  incur  the  forfeitures 
therein  annexed  to  the  first  default,  notwithstanding  their  being  held  up  as  enemies  of 
their  country. 

10th.  That  the  minute  men  meet  in  their  respective  companies  on  the  first  and  third 
Mondays  in  every  month,  and  pass  through  the  necessary  military  exercise  under 
their  proper  officers,  and  that  for  the  second  meeting  in  every  month  the  officers  and 
privates  be  respectively  allowed  the  pay  of  the  Continental  troops  agreeable  to  the  new 
establishment;  provided  that  the  commanding  officer  of  each  minute  company  who  shall 
be  present  at  the  muster  and  exercise  of  each  respective  minute  company,  do  deliver 
to  the  committee  of  the  city,  town,  precinct  or  district  in  which  they  shall  so  meet  to 
exercise,  a  muster  roll  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
of  their  respective  companies,  who  did  actually  appear  and  exercise  until  they  were 
dismissed  by  the  commanding  officer,  sworn  to  by  the  officer  who  was  present  and 
commanded  for  the  day;  and  that  besides  these  regulations  it  be  recommended  to  them 
to  meet  in  such  subdivisions  of  each  company  under  a.  proper  officer,  as  will  be  most 
convenient  for  their  frequent  meeting. 

11th.  That  if  any  officer  should  omit  to  meet  and  exercise  his  men  upon  the  days 
appointed,  or  shall  through  favour  or  affection  neglect  to  levy  any  fines  in  the  said 
rules  and  orders  for  regulating  the  militia  required  to  be  levied,  he  shall  forfeit  for 
every  such  neglect  the.  sum  of  40*.  to  be  levied  and  applied  as  is  directed  in  the 
twelfth  clause  of  the  before  referred  to  regulations. 

12th.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  minute  companies  that  are  already  chosen,  do 
continue  their  offices  till  the  further  orders  of  this  or  some  future  Congress.— Journal 
of  Provincial  Congress. 
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ness  is  Subsisting  in  my  Brigade  on  this  account,  which  unless 
Provided  for,  will  Undoubtedly  be  the  means  of  Severall  of  my 
best  Officers  Declining. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  Hessian  Deserters  in  this  County, 
&  I  am  Exceedingly  Concerned  to  find  that  a  Considerable  num- 
ber of  them  by  large  Bounties  have  been  Tempted  &  are  Re- 
turned in  the  Present  Draft  made  out  of  my  Brigade;  for  my 
part  I  think  they  are  men  that  Cannot  be  Depended  on;  if  your 
Excellency  is  of  this-  opinion,  I  Could  wish,  Sir,  you  will  give 
some  Direction  to  Prevent  the  like  Practice  for  the  future.  With 
the  Greatest  Esteem  I  Remain 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obdt.  &  Hum'le  Serv't 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excell'cy  Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  9th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  vour  Letter  of  the  26th  Ultimo  inclos- 
ing  the  Return  of  Colo.  McCrea's  Regiment.  I  observe  that  you 
have  not  either  with  this  Return,  or  those  transmitted  me  with 
your  Letter  of  the  19th,  pointed  the  Persons  most  proper  in 
your  Opinion  to  fill  the  Vacancies  in  your  Brigade,  &  tho  you 
mention  it  as  your  Oppinion  that  many  of  the  Officers  returned, 
ought  to  be  struck  out  for  disafection,  yet  such  Persons  are  not 
particularly  mentioned.  With  the  Assistance  of  the  Field  Offi- 
cers of  your  Brigade,  you  will  certainly  be  better  able  than  the 
Council  of  Appointment  can  be  supposed  to  be,  to  point  out  in 
the  Lists  of  the  different  Regiments,  such  Officers  as  are  dis- 
quallified  to  serve  their  Country  from  disafection,  or  other 
Cause,  &  from  the  particular  Knowledge  that  you  &  they  must 
have  of  the  Military  Characters  of  the  People  composing  the 
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different  Regiments.  Tt  cannot  be  a  difficult  task  to  say  upon 
the  whole,  who  are  best  quallified  for  Officers.  This  is  all  I 
want.  The  Council  mean  it  only  by  way  of  Information,  to  en- 
able them  to  discharge  their  Duty,  and  as  I  have  Reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Council  will  not  continue  to  sit  long  at  this  Time, 
I  must  begg  that  you  will  without  Delay  comply  with  this  Re- 
quest, otherwise  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  officer  your 
Brigade  at  the  present  Meeting.  It  may  be  Inconvenient  for 
all  your  field  officers  to  meet  together,  but  such  of  them  as  are 
near  you,  may  be  expeditiously  done,  and  forwarded  in  season; 
due  care  will  be  taken  to  remove  the  uneasiness  in  your  Bri- 
gade occasioned  by  the  undue  arrangement  of  the  officers. 
Justice  will  be  done  such  of  them  as  far  as  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Council  of  Appointm't.  It  is  exceedingly  wrong  to  re- 
ceive Hessian  Deserters  in  the  room  of  militia  to  be  raised  and 

I  expect  you  will  not  Suffer  it.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck.] 

P.  S.  we  shall  be  able  to  fix  Colo.  Whiting's  &  Colo.  Rense- 

laer's  Regiments  as  those  Gentlemen  are  on  the  Spot. 


[No.  1159.] 
Supplies  for  Gansevoorfs  Regiment. 
Sir,  Please  to  deliver  to  Colo.  Gansevoort  or  his  order  for  the 
use  of  his  Regt,  600  Shirts,  and  the  one  fourth  part  of  all  the 
Blanckets,  Shoes,  Hatts,  Stockings,  Breeches,  Coats  and  waist- 
coats which  you  have  in  the  State  Store  taking  a  proper  receipt 
for  the  same. 

dated  at  Poughkeepsie  the  9  March  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

To  Mr.  John  Henry,  Comm'y  of  Cloathing  for  the  State  of  New 

York. 
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[No.  6408,]* 
General  Parsons  Asks  for  Afore  Troops. 

Robinson's  10th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  last  is  fullv  satisfactory;  I  shall  avail  mvself 

7  *j  */      7  */ 

of  your  Licence  to  procure  a  warrant  for  much  of  my  Conduct. 

We  shall  begin  to  break  Ground  in  Two  Days,  when  we  shall  be 
able  to  employ  500  men  more  than  we  now  have  to  great  advan- 
tage; In  Ten  Days  or  a  fortnight  we  can  employ  500  more.  I  must 
beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  this  Subject  and  that  you  will 
be  pleas'd  to  order  these  additional  Troops  as  soon  as  possible. 

Genl.  Schuyler  writes  me  he  thinks  300  or  400  men  may  be 
Spard  from  Albany,  I  wish  your  Excellency  to  request  the  Mar- 
quis to  order  them  down,  and  that  Col.  Putnam's  Regt.  may  be 
of  the  number;  he  will  be  very  useful  being  much  acquainted  with 
the  Duty  of  an  Engineer;  but  I  beg  you  not  to  Suffer  the  Con- 
gress's own  Regt.  of  infernals  to  make  Part  of  the  Number. 

Sylvanus  Hait  who  lives  near  this  House  has  gone  to  ye  Enemy, 

and  left  his  Family,   One  Swim  and  Sundry  other  Tories  in  this 

Vicinity  ought  also  to  be  remov'd  to  make  Room  for  the  Troops 

as  well  as  for  our  own  Safety:  I  wish  y'r  Excellency  to  give  the 

Necessary  Orders  for  their  immediate  Removal;  as  they  are  all 

upon  Robinson's  Estate  I  suppose  the  Committee  of  Sequestration 

will  remove  them  if  y'r  Excellency  directs.     I  am  with  Esteem  y'r 

Obed't  h'l  Serv't 

Saml.  H.  Parsons. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 

*Prom  Volume  XXIV  Clinton  MSS. 
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[No.  1160] 

Formal    Notice    That    New    York    Has    Ratified    the    Articles    of 

Confederation. 

Poughkeepsie  10th  March  1778. 
Gentlemen,  You  will  receive  with  this  from  the  Bearer,  Mr. 
David  Barclay,  an  Exemplification  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  for  ratifying  the  proposed  Articles  of  Confederation 
&  perpetual  Union  between  the  United  States  of  America.  I 
have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  Important  Act,  passed 
both  Branches  of  the  Legislature  unanimously,  early  in  their 
present  Meeting,  and  you  woud  have  received  the  Exemplifica- 
tion long  eere  now,  Had  Mr.  Livingston  to  whom  it  was  delivered 
set  out  for  Congress  at  the  Time  he  gave  me  reason  to  expect. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  due  Respect  Gentle'n  Your  Most 

Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  New  York  Delegates  in  Congress.] 


[No.  1161.] 
THE  SECESSION  OF  VERMONT. 
Halifax,  Cumberland  County,  Declares  Its  Allegiance  to  New  York. 
We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  in  the  Town  of  Hallifax,  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  and  State  of  New  York,  having 
viewed  His  Excellency  Govourner  Clinton's  Proclamation,  Dated 
the  23d  Day  of  February  Last,  Respecting  Dificulties  and  Dis- 
putes Subsisting  in  Part  of  the  County  of  Albany,  and  the 
Counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  and  having 
Duly  perused  the  said  Proclamation  and  the  Matters  therein 
Contained,  Do  Return  our  hearty  Thanks  to  his  Excellency,  to 
the  Honourable  Senate  and  Assembly,  for  the  Salutary  Meas- 
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ures  taken  for  Settleing  the  Peace  and  Unity  of  these  Northern 
Counties,  and  notwithstanding  the  uneasiness  of  many  Disaf- 
fected Persons;  we  do  freely  Comply  with  the  Terms  of  said 
Proclamation  and  Rejoice  to  find  Such  Pacific  Sentiments 
therein  Contained,  Not  in  the  Least  Doubting  but,  on  Suitable 
application  we  may  have  Redress  of  all  Greivencies. 
Dated  in  Hallifax  March  ye  10th  A.  Dom.  1778. 


Alexander  Stewart,, 
Peter  Pattison, 
Robert  Gillis, 
Thomas  Clapp,  jun'r, 
Jonathan  Safford, 
Daniel  Safford, 
Benoni  Cutbeth, 
James  Clark  Jun, 
William  Gault, 
Elijah  Edwards, 
George  Lyons, 
Elijah  Edwards  June, 
Joseph  Bell, 
Joseph  Lyons, 
Dan  Rude, 
Asa  Clark, 
Elisha  Clark, 
Josiah  Clark, 
James  Henderson, 

Isaac  Orr, 
Elijah  Clark, 

Matthew  Gettie, 

Joseph  Gillis, 

2 


Thomas  Gillis, 
Samuel  Clark, 
Pelatiah  Fitch, 
Henry  Henderson, 
Pelatiah  Fitch,  Ju'r., 
Elisha  Fitch, 
John  Avery, 
Samuel  Stanton, 
Robert  Patison, 
Moses  Kimball, 
William  Potter, 
Benj.  Henry, 
John  Pennel, 
James  Clark, 
Sainl.  Clark,  Ju'r., 
Joseph  Stewart,  Ju'r. 
John  Cary, 
Thomas  Baker, 
Nathan  Freeman, 
James  Cary, 
David  Henderson, 
Samuel  Baker, 
Nathan  Williams, 
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[No.  1162.] 
The  Governor  Returns  Colonel  Sutherland's  List  to  Be  Perfected. 

Poughkeepsie  10  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  directed  by  bis  Excellency,  tbe  Governor,  to  Inform 
yon  tbat  the  list  of  tbe  officers  of  your  Regt.  returned  by  you  a 
few  days  since  is  entirely  incompetent  fur  the  purpose  wanted,  as 
tbe  Council  of  Appointm't  cannot  discover  from  it  tbe  old  officers 
from  those  Intended  to  be  newly  appointed;  His  Excellency, 
therefore,  orders  tbat  you  Immediately  return  a  list  of  tbe  old 
officers  and  of  those  Intended  by  you  and  the  other  field  officers 
to  fill  up  Vacancies,  if  any  you  have  in  the  Regt.  and  if  any  of 
your  old  officers  are  to  be  displaced,  you  must  in  your  return, 
assign  your  reasons  for  it,  and  point  out  particularly,  the  per- 
sons names  who  are  to  supply  their  places  so  that  the  Council 
may  be  fully  enabled  to  make  proper  and  Just  appointments. 

I  am  Sir  By  His  Excellency's  Command  Your  Obed't  Serv't     • 

Rich'd  Hatfd,  Sec'y. 
Colo.  Sutherland. 


THE  NEED  FOR  MORE  TROOPS. 

The  Governor  Calls  the  Legislature's  Attention  to  This  and  Other 

Important  Subjects. 

^Gentlemen,  Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of 

February  last,  authorizing  and  requesting  me  to  superintend  the 

Business  of  obstructing,  fortifying  and  securing  the  Passes  of 

the  North  or  Hudson's  River,  agreeable  to  their  Resolution  of  the 

5th  of  November,  and  to  employ  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  to 

call  upon  the  States  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Connecticut,  for 

such  Parts  of  their  Militia  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  and 

*From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
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those  States  can  spare,  for  executing  that  important  Business; 
a  Copy  of  which  Resolutions  you  will  receive  with  this  Message. 

I  am  to  request,  that  you  will  provide  for  the  raising  and 
caling  into  Service,  seven  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  this  State, 
for  those  important  Purposes,  to  continue  in  Service  to  the  first 
of  January  next.  In  Consequence  of  the  Kesolutions  referred 
to,  I  have  also  requested  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut two  thousand  three  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  those 
States,  for  the  same  Service,  making  in  the  Whole  three  thousand 
Men,  which,  with  such  Continental  Troops  as  may  be  spared,  I 
have  judged  only  barely  sufficient  for  this  Service.  The  States 
at  large,  and  this  State  in  particular,  is  so  immediately  inter- 
ested in  the  speedy  Execution  of  this  Business,  that,  I  trust,  any 
Arguments  to  excite  the  Legislature  to  a  speedy  Compliance  with 
this  Request,  would  be  unnecessary. 

I  have  only  to  observe,  that  I  am  induced  thus  far  to  exercise 
the  Powers  vested  in  me  by  Congress,  to  avoid  the  Delay,  which 
declining  it,  would  necessarily  occasion,  as  the  Legislature  will 
readily  see,  that  while  they  continue  sitting,  it  would  be  alto- 
gether out  of  my  Power  to  pay  that  Attention,  (which  I  would 
wish  to  give)  to  the  Works,  for  the  Security  of  the  Passes  of  the 
River,  and  which  their  Importance  demands,  and  the  Safety  of 
:his  State  absolutely  requires. 

You  will  also  herewith  receive  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress,  of  the  9th  February  last,  recommending  it  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  to  enact  Laws  for  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  Recovery  of  Debts  due  to  the  United  States  of 

America. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  March  10,  1778. 
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[No.  1163.] 

Loyalist  Cuyler  Notifies  Isaac  Man  of  the  Probable  Exchange  of 

His  Son. 

N.  York  11th  March  1778. 

Sir,  Yours  of  the  3d  Inst,  was  deliver'd  me  by  Lieut.  Howorth, 
and  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  Sollicited  the  Exchange  of  your 
Son  Thomas  (whoms  Situation  is  deplorable)  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  of  having  so  far  succeeded,  as  to  obtain 
leave  for  a  Rebel  Lieut.  Davison,  to  return  home  on  Parole  on 
Condition,  that  your  Son  Thorn's  is  Suffer'd  to  come  to  this  place 
on  the  Same  terms;  of  which  I  flatter  myself  he'll  not  be  deny'd; 
I  Assure  you  it  Affords  me  Singular  pleasure  to  render  Service 
to  any  good  Subject,  and  more  perticular  to  elivate  the  distresses 
of  those,  that  Suffer  for  their  upright  Attachment  to  their  King 
&  Country;  please  to  remember  my  friendship  to  all  good  Sub- 
jects that  may  enquire  After  me;  I  remain  Sir 

Your  very  Hum'e  Servant 

A.  C.  Cuyler. 
To  Mr.  Isaac  Man. 

N.  York  10th  March  1778.  This  day  was  deliver'd  in  my  Cus- 
tody by  Mr.  Andries  Huyck,  fiye  half  Joes  from  Mr.  Henry  Van 
Schaack,  also  a  N.  York  five  Pound  Bill  from  Do.,  and  Eighteen 
Pounds  N.  York  Paper  Money,  from  Mr.  Cor's  Van  Schaack, 
which  Sums  will  hereafter  be  deliver'd  to  the  Order  of  the  said 
Huyck  or  above  mention'd  persons;  safe  danger  of  fire  &  other- 

wise. 

A.  C.  Cuyler. 
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[No.  1164.] 
Excessive  Price  for  Transporting  Iron. 

The  Village  11th  March  1778. 

Sir,  The  Letters  for  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  as 
well  as  those  for  the  Eastward,  were  forwarded  immediately,  by 
Express.  It  seems  to  be  the  Generals  opinion,  as  well  as  Col. 
Malcom's,  that  the  Chain  ought  not  to  be  mov'd  till  the  works 
are  in  some  Measure  defenceible.  I  shall  therefore  decline  their 
Removal,  till  I  have  the  Honour  of  wait'g  on  your  Excellency 
again. 

I  intend  availing  myself  of  the  Teams  that  carry  the  Salt  Pro- 
vision to  Morristown,  and  have  them  loaded  back  with  Shot  &c. 
from  Ogden's  and  Hoff's  Works. 

Mr.  Faish  tells  me  that  he  has  given  50  £  P  Ton  for  the  Trans- 
portation of  Iron  to  the  River,  which  is  a  most  astonishing  Price. 

It  is  said,  Col.  Nixon's  Regt.  has  relieved  Col.  Meigs,  below. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdt. 

and  very  Humble  Serv't 

Hugh  Hughes. 

His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1165.] 

Congress  Assumes  a  Certain  Financial  Responsibility. 

In  Congress;  11th  March  1778. 

Resolved,  That  whatever  expence  may  be  incurred  by  the  exe- 
cutive authority  of  any  State  in  executing  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  9"  of  Feb.  last,  authorizing  the  executive  powers  of 
every  State   to   suspend   for  misbehaviour,  or   remove  as  super- 
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nuinerarv,  any  officers  of  the  staff,  or  other  civil  officers,  shall  be 

duly  paid  upon  the   accounts  being  laid  before  the  board   of 

treasury. 

Extract  from  the  minutes; 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 


[No.  1166.] 
Governor  Clinton  Calls  Commissary  Gray  to  Account. 

Poughkeepsie  11th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  informed  by  Capt.  Benson  that  you  object  against 
delivering  to  the  Ship  Carpenters  employed  under  his  Direction, 
their  back  Kations  of  Provissions  &  Rum.  You  must  be  sensible 
it  woud  be  very  Inconvenient  for  these  People  to  draw  their 
Daily  allowance  at  Fishkill;  it  woud  be  equally  so  to  keep  a 
Dep'y  Commissary  here  to  supply  them.  It  is,  therefore,  for  the 
good  of  the  Service  that  they  be  supplied  in  the  manner  agreed 
to  with  them  by  Capt.  Benson  at  the  End  of  every  Month  &  I 
expect  you  will  comply  with  that  Method  allowing  them  what- 
ever is  now  due  to  them.     I  am  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Commissary  Gray. 


[No.  1167.] 
Joshua  Wells  Vindicated. 

Poughkeepsie  11  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  Genl.  Putnam  called  upon  me  some  time  before  you 
arrived  to  that  post,  to  be  informed  of  the  Character  of  one 
Joshua  Wells  whose  Effects  were  Seized  in  Suffolk  County  on 
Long  Island  and  brought  off,  by  a  party  under  your  Command 
and  detained  until]  his  true  Character  could  be  known.  I  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  man  myself  and,  therefore,  I  desired  some 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature  who  lately  resided  on  Long  Island, 
to  obtain  the  Necessary  Information  respecting  Wells  in  Conse- 
quence of  which  the  enclosed  Certificate*  directed  to  Genl.  Put- 
nam &  signed  by  a  Number  of  respectable  freeholders  of  that 
County,  has  been  handed  to  me,  which  holds  up  Mr.  Wells  in  so 
fair  a  point  of  View,  that  I  think  there  remains  no  doubt  but 
that  his  Effects  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  that  it  will 

be  done.     I  am  Sir  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Genl.  Parsons. 


[No.  1168.] 

Governor  Clinton  Spurs  Up  Philip  Livingston. 

Poughkeepsie,  11th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  The  Legislature  being  informed  by  some  Persons, 
who  come  from  your  Neighborhood  on  Monday  last,  that  you  had 
not  before  that  Time  set  out  for  Congress,  appear  to  be  very 
uneasy,  least  by  means  of  your  Non  Attendance  this  State  at 
this  Important  Juncture  will  be  without  a  Representation  in 
Congress;  what  adds  to  their  Concern  is  your  being  possessed 
of  the  Exemplification  of  their  Act  for  ratifying  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  which  ought  to  have  been  at  Congress  on  the  10th 
Instant.  The}'  have,  therefore,  requested  me  to  write  to  you  on 
this  Subject,  and  to  desire  that  in  Case  you  are  so  circumstanced 
as  not  to  be  able  to  commence  your  Journey  for  York  Town 
immediately,  that  you  will  deliver  the  Exemplification  referred 
to,  To  the  Bearer  Mr.  David  Barclay,  who  is  imployed  to  proceed 
Express  to  Congress  &  deliver  it  to  some  or  one  of  our  other 
Delegates  there.     The  Legislature  however  wish  that  this  Step 


•Certificate  not  found. 
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may  not  be  the  means  of  Delaying  your  Journey,  as  they  most 

anxiously  desire  your  attendance  at  Congress.     I  am  your  most 

Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

You  will  please  to  take  Mr.  Barclay's  Rec't  for  the  Exemplifi- 
cation if  you  shoud  not  be  the  Bearer  yourself. 
The  Honorable  Philip  Livingston  Esq. 


[No.  1169.] 
Returns  of  Colonel  Graham's  Regiment. 
A  return  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Morris  Graham's  Regiment  of  Militia 
in  Dutchess  County,  March  12th,  1778. 


Morris  Graham  Leut.  Coll. 


[No.  1170.] 
Jellcs  Fonda  Displays  a  Bit  of  Patriotism. 

Caughnawaga,  12th  March  1778. 
Hon'ble  Sir,  Agreeable  to  my  Promise  to  you,  I  Immedately 
on  my  arrival  at  home,  went  to  Colo.  Klocks  (being  twenty  one 
miles  from  my  House,  with  my  own  Sleigh  and  Horses)  he  being 
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the  oldest  Colo,  of  the  Militia  in  this  County,  and  requested  of 
him,  and  also  of  Colo.  Fisher  to  send  yon  down  an  Exact  Return 
of  the  Strenth  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  which  they  Promised 
to  do,  but  as  yet  have  Negleted  it,  altho  I  have  often  Reminded 
them  of  it;  they  say  it  will  soon  be  Ready,  and  shall  be  sent  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir  Your  most  Humble  Serv't 


Jelles  Fonda. 


To  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1171.] 

COLONEL  WYNKOOP'S  WORK  COMMENDED. 

Delinquency  in  Pushing  Work  Forward  for  the  Gunboat  Defences 

of  the  Hudson. 

Robinson's,  11th  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  This  moment  I  rec'd  a  Letter  from  Col.  Wyncoop  of  ye 
4th  Inst.  He  informs  me  12  Cannon  are  at  Albany  from  Ti;  the 
Sleighs  gone  for  ye  Remainder  &  expected  the  middle  of  ye  fol- 
lowing week;  and  had  good  Prospects  of  compleating  the  Car- 
riages by  ye  Time  ye  River  opens.  That  all  ye  Boards  would  be 
at  ye  Landings  by  ye  End  of  the  next  week;  axes,  Spades  &c.  he 
had  Sent  to  New  Windsor:  in  Short  his  Business  has  been  exceed- 
ing well  attended  to  and  afords  agreable  Prospects.  He  informs 
me  no  Dimentions  have  been  given  nor  orders  for  building  Gun 
Boats  or  floating  Batteries.  I  wish  you,  Sir,  to  send  him  Direc- 
tios  &  direct  the  Shape  &  Size  of  the  Boats  &  Batteries,  the 
number  &  weight  of  Cannon  in  Each.  I  beleive  a  floating  Bat- 
tery, mounting  about  Six  Peices  from  12  to  24  pounds,  will  be 
a  better  Defence  to  this  Post  than  any  Land  Battery,  and  had 
better  be  constructed  at  Albany  before  the  Gun  Boats  are  began 
there. 
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Part  of  ye  Provisions  pass  ye  Perry  this  morning,  bul  is  Short 
of  the  Commissary's  Report;  of  100  to  have  been  rec'd  of  Cpt. 
Hiat  at  Crumpond  01  barrels  are  deliverd.  I  have  heard  nothing, 
from  Bedford  since  I  left  that  Place,  Mr.  Campbell  whom  I  left 
to  forward  the  Provisions  having  made  no  Report. 

If  you  think  the  Service  will  be  promoted  by  it,  I  wish  to  re- 
ceive a  Line,  by  which  I  shall  be  authoris'd  to  make  Such  Con- 
tracts &  use  so  much  Discretion  as  is  necessary  to  forward  these 
works  until  you  can  attend  in  person,  as  much  Trouble  will  be 
sav'd  you  which  may  otherwise  arise  from  frequent  applications. 

I  am  with  Esteem  &  Regard  Y'r  Excellency's  Obed't  Ire  Serv't 

Saml.  H.  Parsons. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton.     Poughkeepsie. 


D'r  Sir,  Your  Letters  of  yesterday  &  this  Day  are  received.  I 
will  endeavour  to  have  the  Torrie  Famillies  vou  mention,  removed 
to  make  Room  for  the  Troops  and  prevent  the  Misschief  they 
might  do  living  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Works.  I  received  a  Letter 
from  Colo.  Wynkoop  simular  with  his  to  you,  &  thereupon  wrote 
him  to  advise  with  Genl.  Schuyler  as  to  the  Size  &  Construction 
of  the  Gun  Boats  to  be  built  at  Albany  &  follow  his  Directions. 

m 

I  have  wrote  to  Congress  for  Part  of  the  Troops  from  the  North- 
ward. I  wish  I  had  known  Colo.  Putnam's  Regt.  was  there 
before.  I  will  however  endeavour  to  procure  it  as  the  Colo,  can 
be  usefull  man  with  us.  I  have  requested  of  your  State,  Massa- 
chusetts &  this,  3000  Militia,  but  it  must  necessarily  be  long, 
eere  they  can  be  on  the  Spot.  I  begg,  that  you  will  do  every 
thing  which  you  conceive,  will  tend  to  forward  the  Works,  &  rest 
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assured,  whatever  you  may  so  do,  will  be  confirmed  as  far  iu 

the  Power  of  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C.] 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 

To  save  Time  I  will  write  to  the  Marquis*  for  Men  as  it  may 

be  long  before  I  can  have  an  answer  from  Congress  on  that 

Subject. 


[No.  1172.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  DISPLAYS  GOOD  JUDGMENT. 

Declines  to  Go  to  Extremes — Difficulties  in  the  Way  of  the  Defences 

of  the  Hudson. 

Kings  Ferry  11th  March  1778. 

Dear  General,  Just  as  I  set  off  from  Fishkill,  Peter  Hughes 
returned  from  the  Slitting  Mill  and  brought  word  that  no  Nail 
Rods  could  be  had  till  some  time  in  April,  in  which  case  the 
works  will  be  retarded  greatly,  if  not  totally  stopp'd.  On  my 
arrival  here  I  find  as  near  as  I  can  compute  (some  being  thrown 
into  the  water)  about  100  bundles,  which  I  have  ordered  to  be 
seized  and  sent  up  the  River,  for  public  use,  and  beg  that  one, 
if  not  both  of  the  [boa]ts  may  be  dispatched  for  them  &  the 
remainder  of  the  Grain;  there  is  about  1000  Bushels  here  yet  & 
the  Enemy  hourly  expected.  Capt.  Tyson  is  sent  with  this,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  no  delay;  he  is  orderd  also  to  apply  for 
an  Extra  order  for  the  taking  the  nail  Rods,  which  I  hope  you 
will  approve. 

Major  Kierse  tells  me  that  the  Enemy  to  the  amount  of  about 
400,  were  near  Tarry  Town  yesterday  &  skirmish'd  with  the  Mil- 
itia, but  knows  not  the  event. 

♦Lafayette. 
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I  should  bo  happy  if  yon  would  please  to  communicate  this,  to 

the  Gov.  as  well  as  what  I  have  done  relative  to  the  Nail  Hods. 

I  am  &e.  &c. 

H.  Hughes. 

P.  S.     I  have  orderd  an  exact  account  to  be  taken  of  the  Rods, 

that  the  owner  may  receive  the  value.     It  is  pretty  clear  that  they 

are  the  property  of  Mr.  Ogden  who  refuses  to  supply  us. 

H.  H. 

Copy. 

D'r  S'r,  The  forgoing  is  a  Copy  of  Col.  Hughes's  Letter.     The 

Nail  Rods  will  be  wanted  very  soon.     I  wish  your  Excellency  to 

give  proper  Directions  therein.     I  have  heard  nothing  of  the 

affair  at  Tarry  Town  but  what's  contained  in  Col.  Hughes's 

Letter. 

Y'r  h'e  Serv. 

Saml.  H.  Parsons. 
12th  March  12  o'Clock. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


D'r  Sir,  You  will  readily  see  the  Impropriety  of  my  giving  an 
Order  as  Gov'r,  to  seize  the  Nail  Rods,  alluded  to  in  your  Letter  of 
this  Date;  nor  do  I  think  such  an  order  necessary;  the  absolute 
necessity  which  Colo.  Hughes  says  there  is  of  Nails  to  carry  on 
the  Works  for  the  Defence  of  the  River,  his  not  being  able  to 
procure  a  supply  at  the  LTsual  Place,  or  elsewhere,  &  the  con- 
cealed Manner  he  found  the  Present  Bundles,  in  my  Oppinion 
will  Justify,  the  Converting  them  to  public  Use,  especially  on 
this  present  Occassion,  taking  a  proper  acc't  of  them,  &  paying 
the  owner  when  discovered,  the  full  Value.     I  have  this  Day 
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wrote  to  the  Marquis  for  two  Regiments  of  which  Colo.  Putnam's 
is  one.  I  fear  I  shant  be  able  to  leave  Home  for  some  Days;  the 
Moment  I  can,  I  will  wait  on  you  at  West  Point,  but  if  Con- 
venient shall  be  glad  to  see  you  here  before.     Yours  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 


[No.  1173.] 
Facts  Relative  to  the  Governor's  Farm. 

New  Windsor  12th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  The  bearer,  Hugh  Watterson,  with  John  Cunning- 
ham of  my  comp'y,  I  have  furnished  with  spades,  axxes  &c.  and 
set  them  to  worke  on  your  Farme  at  Blooming  Hope.  But  we 
Shall  want  Ploughs,  gearing  &  c;  Hugh  Watterson  informs  me 
that  Mr.  Mat.  Deboise  took  yours  to  his  House:  if  so,  I  shall  be 
Glad  of  an  order  to  get  them,  if  you  think  it  best;  if  they  are 
lost  or  Destroyed,  I  Shall  take  some  method  to  furnish  them; 
but  I  want  to  know  in  Time.  I  have  one  good  Draft  mare  which 
I  will  put  on  the  Farme  all  this  Spring  and  Summer.  Should  be 
glad  to  know,  if  you  Can  furnish  another  or  weather  I  shall  pur- 
ches  one.  If  you  have  any  of  the  wite  sort  of  Corn,  please  to 
let  me  know,  or  any  other  Seed  that  you  shall  think  advisable 
to  sow. 

Miss  Clinton  was  well  last  Evening.     From  Dear  Sir  your 

Humbl  Ser't 

Thos.  Machin. 
His  Excellence  George  Clinton. 

please  Excuse  all  fault  I  am  Just  going  to  West  Point. 
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[No.  6410.]* 

THE  QUESTION  OF  EXCHANGES. 

Hamilton  Disposed  to  Criticise  the  Methods  of  Lord  Howe. 

Head  Quarters  March  12th  1778. 

Sir,  Capt.  Coleman  delivered  me  your  two  letters  of  the  5th  & 
6th,  instant. 

The  pleasure,  I  have,  in  corresponding  with  you,  will  dispose 
me,  whenever  I  have  any  thing  to  communicate,  that  may  be 
worth  your  attention,  or  that  appears  to  me  so — to  trouble  you 
with  my  sentiments:  But  I  shall  not  expect  you  to  make  an  equal 
return  either  in  quantity  or  frequency.  You  will,  in  this,  intirely 
consult  your  own  convenience. 

I  had  previously  flattered  myself,  that  your  ideas  and  mine 
would  correspond,  in  a  certain  matter,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  I 
was  not  mistaken.  I  doubt  not  the  defects  of  a  certain  synod, 
will  appear  to  you  not  the  subject  of  speculation  only;  but  as 
disorders  in  the  state,  that  require  a  remedy,  and  will,  as  far,  as 
your  influence,  reaches,  contribute  to  it.  Shall  I  speak  what 
seems  to  me  a  most  melancholy  truth?  It  is  this — that  with  the 
most  adequate  means  to  ensure  success  in  our  contest,  the  weak- 
ness of  our  councils  will,  in  all  probability,  ruin  us.  Arrange- 
ments  on  which,  the  existence  of  the  army  depends,  and  almost 
the  possibility  of  another  campaign,  are  delayed  in  a  most  aston- 
ishing manner;  and  I  doubt  whether  they  will  be  adopted  at  all. 

A  late  resolve  directs  G.  W.  to  fix  the  number  of  men  under 
which  G.  H.  shall  not  send  any  parties  out  of  his  lines,  on  pain  of 
being  treated  as  marauders.  The  folly  of  this  is  truly  ridiculous; 
but  as  there  is  perhaps  nothing  but  folly  in  it,  it  may  be  excused 
in  them.     Another  resolve  made  for  punishing  Kidnappers  or 

*From  Volume  XXIV  Clinton  MSS. 
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persons  who  aid  the  enemy  in  carrying  off  the  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants has  a  retrospective  view  to  those,  who  have  assisted,  as  well 
as  a  perspective  one  to  those  who  shall  assist  in  such  practices. 
Thus  we  have  gotten  into  the  spirit  of  making  ex  post  facto  laws, 
or  rather  violating  all  law.  Another  resolve,  by  plain  implica- 
tion, acknowledges  a  thing  not  founded  in  fact,  which  is  very  inju- 
rious to  us — to  wit,  that  we  have  inlisted  prisoners  of  war.  This 
silences  all  our  complaints  against  the  enemy  for  a  similar  prac- 
tice, and  furnishes  them  with  a  damning  answer  to  any  thing  we 
can  say  on  the  subject.  This  is  at  least  an  instance  of  folly  and  in- 
consideration,  and  serves  to  prove  the  general  charge. 

These  men  seem  also  to  have  embraced  a  system  of  infidelity. 
They  have  violated  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  the  ostensible  motives  for  it  were  little  better  than  pre- 
tences, that  had  no  foundation.  I  have  lately  seen  some  letters 
from  Burgoigne  on  the  subject.  There  was  however  a  strong 
temptation  for  this,  and  it  may  be  excused,  though  I  cannot  say 
the  measure  is  to  my  taste.  Lately,  a  flag,  with  provisions  and 
(•loathing  for  the  British  prisoners,  with  G.  W's  passport  was 
seized  at  Lancaster.  The  affair  was  attended  with  circumstances 
of  violence,  and  meaness  that  would  disgrace  hottentots.  Still 
more  lately — G.  W.  engagements  with  G.  H.,  for  an  exchange  of 
pri&(  ners,  has  been  most  shamefully  violated.  C — s  have  resolved 
that  no  exchange  shall  take  place  'till  all  accounts  are  settled  and 
the  ballance  due  the  U:  S:  paid.  The  beauty  of  it  is — on  a  fair 
settlement  we  shall  without  doubt  be  in  Mr.  Howe's  debt;  and  in 
the  meantime  we  detain  his  officers  and  soldiers,  as  a  security  for 
the  payment.  The  operation  of  this  resolve,  though  it  does  not 
plainly  appear  npon  the  face  of  it,  is  to  put  off  an  exchange — per- 
haps forever.    At  any  rate  it  cannot  take  place  all  next  summer. 
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It  is  though!  to  be  bad  policy  to  go  into  an  exchange;  but  ad- 
mitting this  to  be  true  it  is  much  worse  policy  to  commit  such 
frequent  breaches  of  faith,  and  ruin  our  national  character.  What- 
ever  refined  politicians  may  think — it  is  of  great  consequence  to 
preserve  a  national  character;  and  if  it  should  once  seem  to  be  a 
system  in  any  state  to  violate  its  faith  whenever  it  is  the  least 
inconvenient  to  keep  it,  it  will  unquestionably  have  an  ill-effect 
upon  foreign  negociations  and  tend  to  bring  Government  at  home 
into  contempt,  and  of  course  to  destroy  its  influence.  The  general 
notions  of  justice  and  humanity  are  implanted  in  almost  every 
human  breast;  and  ought  not  to  be  too  freely  shocked.  In  the 
present  case — the  passions  of  the  country  and  army  are  on  the 
side  of  an  exchange;  and  a  studied  attempt  to  avoid  it  will  disgust 
both,  and  serve  to  make  the  service  odious.  It  will  injure  draft- 
ing and  recruiting,  discourage  the  militia  &  increase  the  discon- 
tents of  the  army.  The  prospect  of  hopeless  captivity  cannot  but 
be  very  disagreeable  to  men  constantly  exposed  to  the  chance  of  it. 
Those,  whose  lot  it  is  to  to  fall  into  it,  will  have  little  scruple  to 
get  rid  of  it  by  joining  the  enemy. 

It  is  said,  not  to  be  our  present  interest  to  exchange,  because 
we  should  endeavour,  by  and  by,  to  take  advantage  of  the  ene- 
niv's  weakness  to  strike  some  decisive  blow.  If  we  should  fail  in 
this,  which  I  believe  we  shall — when  they  get  reinforced  we  shall 
not  think  it  our  interest  to  add  to  the  strength  of  an  enemy, 
already  strong  enough  and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 

The  truth  is,  considered  in  the  mere  view  of  barter,  it  never 
can  be  our  interest  to  exchange;  the  constitution  of  our  army,  from 
the  short  term  of  inlistment  the  dependence  we  are  obliged  to 
place  in  the  militia,  are  strongly  opposed  to  it;  and  if  the  argu- 
ment of  present  interest  be  adhered  to,  we  never  can  exchange. 
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I  may  venture  to  assert,  there  never  can  be  a  time  more  proper  than 
the  present,  or  rather  a  month  or  two  hence;  and  go  about  it  as 
soon  as  we  please  the  previous  negociations  necessary  and  other 
circumstances,  will,  of  course,  procrastinate  it  for  some  time. 
And  I  would  ask,  whether  in  a  republican  state  and  a  republican 
army;  such  a  cruel  policy  as  that  of  exposing  those  men  who  are 
foremost  in  defence  of  their  country  to  the  miseries  of  hopeless 
captivity — can  succeed? 

For  my  own  part  I  have  so  much  of  the  milk  of  humanity  in  me, 
that  I  abhor  such  Neronian  maxims;  and  I  look  upon  the  old 
proverb,  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy  to  be  so  generally  true,  that 
I  can  never  expect  any  good  from  a  systematical  deviation  from 
it;  and  I  never  can  adopt  the  reasonings  of  some  American  poli- 
ticians deducible  from  their  practice,  that  no  regard  is  to  be  paid 
to  national  character — or  the  rules  of  good  faith. 

I  dwell  upon  the  faults  of  Congress  because  I  think  they  strike 
at  the  vitals  of  our  opposition  and  of  our  future  prosperity — and 
with  this  idea  I  cannot  but  wish  that  every  Gentleman  of  influ- 
ence in  the  country  should  think  with  me. 

We  have  nothing  new  in  camp — save  that  Capt.  Barry,  late  of  a 
Continental  frigate,  has  destroyed  with  a  few  gunboats — two  large 
ships  belonging  to  the  enemy,  laden  with  forage  from  Rhode 
Island.  He  also  took  an  armed  schooner,  which  he  has  since  been 
obliged  to  run  on  shore,  after  a  gallant  defence.  'Tis  said  he  has 
saved  her  cannon  &  stores — among  the  ordnance  four  brass  how- 
itzers. Some  acco'ts  say  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  evacuate 
Philadelphia.    Sed  credat  Judaeus  Apella,  non  ego. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  unfeigned  esteem  &  respect  Sir 

Your  most  Obed't 

A.  Hamilton. 
[To.  G.  01]  [private] 
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[No.   117-1.] 

An  Important  Document  for  John  \'<iu  Dcrwerken. 

Gentlemen,     We  would   Deader  you  would  Sadisfy  John  Van 

Derwerken    agreable    i<»    the    Resolve   and    Foul    Oblige   Your 

Humble  Serv't 

John  E.  Van  E\>*.  ( 'hear. 
Coghnawago  March  the  12  I77v. 

To  Zeepheniah  Batchelar  and  Abraham  Veader. 


[No.  1175.] 

Congress  Demands  the  Continuous  Presence  of  Three  Delegates  From 

Each   State. 

In  Congress;  12th  March  1778. 
Resolved.  Thai  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  president  to  the 
respective  States,  Informing  them,  that  the  multiplicity  &  im- 
portance of  the  business  of  Congress  during  the  war,  will  re- 
quire the  constant  attendance  <d'  at  least  three  members  from 
each  State;  thai  from  the  want  thereof,  the  health  of  members 
has  been  frequently  impaired,  &  the  public  business  greatly 
obstructed;  &  thai  Congress  request  their  Immediate  attention 
to  this,  as  a  matter  of  great  moment. 

Extract  from  the  minute- . 

('has.  Thomson  see'v. 


[No.  1176.] 

John  NicoU  Appeals  to  th>   Governor  for  Funds  for  the  M<n  Who 

Worked  on  the  Defences  of  the  Hudson. 

New  Windsor,  March  ye  12  1778. 
D'r  Governor,  q 

S'r.  Theire  wass  one  months  Pay  Due  to  the  artificers  at  this 

Place,  when  the  works  wass  Stoped   Lasl   fall,  by  the  Enernys 
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Coming  up  the  River,  Since  which  time  they  have  Rec'd  No 
moneys,  Except  about  Three  thousand  Dollors,  that  I  have  ad- 
vanced to  them  to  Help  theire  Neeessatys,  which  Is  I  had  Not; 
manv  of  them  must  have  Left  the  works  and  Gone  In  the 
Country,  amongst  the  f armors  to  have  helped  theire  Distresed 
Familys;  many  of  the  Foremen  are  Now  Blaming  me,  that  It 
is  Through  my  Neglect,  that  they  have  Not  theire  Pay;  that 
money  Is  Plenty  for  them  at  Fishkill;  but  that  I  Do  Not  apply, 
I  have  Let  Coll.  Hughs  &  Coll.  Taylor  Repeatedly  know  oure 
Situation,  and  That  withoute  money,  oure  works  must  Stop, 
which  Now  Seames  To  be  Going  on  with  Spirits.  Do  Request 
you,  as  vou  know  oure  Situation,  and  that  the  obstruction  of  this 
River  of  the  Greatest  Importance,  Not  only  to  this  Capital  State, 
but  the  whole  Continent,  youre  Excellency  would  use  youre 
Interest,  to  Provide  us  Some  Cash  at  this  Place,  which  if 
To  be  had,  &  Paid  by  me  To  the  workmen,  as  formerly,  Shall 
Take  youre  Directions,  Beg  you  would  Send  me  a  Line  by  the 
Bearer,  My  wife  Joines  me  In  Love  To  youre  Self,  Mist's  Clinton 
&  Family  &  am  D'r  S'r  Youre  Excellency's  most  Humble  Serv't 

John  Nicoll. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1177.] 
Commissary  Gray  Explains  His  Position  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Fishkill  March  13th  1778. 

S'r,  I  received  yours  of  ye  11th  Inst,  respecting  Cap'n  Benson 
&  Carpenters  under  his  direction. 

Mr.  White  who  has  the  Care  of  the  Issuing  Store  Informs  me, 
that   Cap'n   Benson   has  been   supplied   with   provision   for   the 


••c 
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months  of  Decem'r  &  Jan'y  last,  and  Informed  him  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  supplying  him  for  the  month  past,  unless  it  should  be 
applied  for,  on  the  last  days  of  the  month,  for  which  provisions 
are  drawn  for,  as  l>\  resolves  of  Congress,  every  Issuing  Commis- 
sary is  ordered  to  Close  his  Books  at  the  end  of  every  month  & 
make  return  of  what  received,  Issued  &  remaining  in  store  l&ca. 
— and  when  Cap'n  Benson  drew  provision  for  the  month  of 
Jan'ry,  Mr.  White  then  told  him  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to 
supply  lii iii  for  the  month  of  Feb'ry,  unless  he  Came  within  the 
month,  and  desired  him  to  do  it  to  prevent  difficulty.  Cap.  Ben- 
son  made  answer,  he  should  draw  provision  when  he  thought 
best,  and  did  not  Care  for  the  Resolves  of  Congress.  On  the 
10th  Inst.,  Mr.  Vanzandt  bro't  Cap'n  Benson's  order  for  provis- 
ion for  the  Men ih  of  Feb'ry.  Mr.  White  Inform'd  him  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  deliver  the  provision,  unless  he  should  procure 
Grenl.  Parsons  particular  order  for  the  same,  dated  in  the  month 
<»f  March,  and  desired  him  to  procure  it.  Mr.  Vanzandt  replyed 
he  would  nei ;  he  had  other  business  to  do. 

If  <";^.  Benson  will  apply  or  had,  with  his  orders  at  the  end 
ef  each  month  for  which  provision  is  wanted,  there  would  not 
have  been,  nor  hereafter  will  there  be  any  difficulty  in  the  de- 
livering of  which  he  was  Informed  in  season,  and  tis  his  fault  & 
no1  the  Issuing  Commissarys,  that  he  has  not  had  the  provision, 
as  the  resolves  of  Congress  are  such  that  the  Issuing  Commis- 
sarys  Cannol  Supply  Cap'n  Benson  with  provision  for  past  al- 
lowances  at  any  Time  when  he  shall  be  in  Humour  Call  for  it. 

There  was  no  Bum  in  store  when  Cap'n  Benson  had  his  pro- 
vision  U*v  the  Months  of  Decem'r  ^-  Jan'ry.  On  the  6th  Inst.  I 
received  an  Order  from  Genl.  Parsons  not  to  Issue  anv  Bum  for 

■J 

past    allowances    without    special   Order  from   the  Command?g 
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Officer  of  this  department,  a  Copy  of  which  order  I  sent  Mr. 

White,  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  refusal. 

Rum  as  well  as  provision  will  be  deliv'd  to  Cap.  Benson  at  any 

Time  within  the  month  without  the  least  difficulty.     Am  s'r 

Your  most  Obt.  Hum'e  ser. 

Saml.  Gray  D'y  Com'y  Genl.  of  Issues. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1178.] 

Governor  Clinton  Suggests  to  Lafayette  to  Utilize  Two  Additional 
Regiments  in  Completing  the  Defences  of  the  Hudson. 

Poughkeepsie  13th  March  "L778. 

Sir,  The  Want  of  a  proper  Body  of  Troops  in  this  Quarter  will 
occassion  great  Delay  in  the  Works  erecting  for  the  Defence  & 
Security  of  the  Passes  of  the  River.  The  small  Number  that  are 
in  this  Department  are  many  of  them  under  Innoculation  for  the 
small  Pox,  &  so  many  of  the  well  necessarilly  dispersed  as  Guards 
to  the  Country  exposed  to  the  immediate  Ravages  of  the  Enemy, 
that  very  few  indeed  are  left  for  the  Works.  I  have  requested  of 
the  States  of  Connecticut,  Massachussets  Bay  &  this  State,  three 
thousand  Men,  but  these  cannot  possibly  be  on  the  Spot  before 
some  Time  in  next  Month,  till  which  Time,  we  shall  not  without 
Aid  from  some  other  Quarter,  have  the  one  third  of  the  Number 
of  Men  we  coud  imploy  to  advantage  at  the  Works,  in  the  speedy 
Completion  of  which  America  is  so  much  Interested.  These  Con- 
siderations induce  me  to  suggest  to  you,  the  necessity  of  imploy- 
ing  for  this  Service,  Vanschaick's  &  Colo.  Putnam's  Regiments 
now  at  Albany,  or  such  Part  of  them  as  can  be  spared,  &  if  the 
same  can  be  done  with  Propriety  &  consistent  with  your  Instruc- 
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limis.  I  doubt  noi  bul  you  will  readilly  consent  to  it  &  give  the 
necessary  orders.     I  am  Sir  with  great  Respect  Your  Most  Obed't 

Serv. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.     I  am  perswaded  Congress  will  approve  of  almost  any 

Measure  that  is  Calculated  to  forward  the  Defences  of  the  River. 

[To  Marquis  de  Lafayette.] 


[No.  1179.] 
Inhabitants  of  the  Present  Rockland  County  Ask  for  Consideration. 

In  Committee  South  side  of  the  mountains  Orange  County. 
To  his  Excelency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  and  the  Honour- 
able the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  General  Assembly 
Conven'd  in  and  for  the  State  of  Newyork. 
Gentlemen,  We  have  certain  information  that  in  some  parts  of 
this  County  and  in  Westchester  County,  that  the  Wheat  and  other 
Grain  taken  up  from  the  Farmers  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
is  Contract'd  for  at  a  higher  price  than  in  this  part  of  the  County 
and,  thereupon,  the  Farmers  that  have  Carried  and  Supplied  the 
public  Stores  with  their  wheat  &c.  are  much  dissatisfied  there- 
with, the  prices  affixed  here   when  taken   up    was   as   follows: 
wheat  12/  Rye  10/  Corn  8/  Oats  &  Buck  Wheat  6/   P  Bushel 
and  Hay  8£  P  Tun. 

Therefore,  on  the  application  and  Earnest  request  of  a  number 
of  people  that  has  Supplied  the  wheat  and  other  Grain,  and  in 
order  to  Quiet  their  uneasiness,  We  in  the  Behalf  of  the  above 
specified  inhabitants  of  Orangetown  and  Haverstraw  precinct, 
take  the  Liberty,  Humbly  to  beg  your  Excelency,  with  the 
Honourable  the  Legislature,  will  be  pleased  to  take  this  matter 
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into  Consideration  and  to  allow  them  the  same  price  for  their 

produce  that  their  Neighbours  are  allowed  for  what  they  have 

supplied  the  Stores  with  in  like  manner;  and  as  the  Guardians  of 

our  Rights  and  Liberties  we  doubt  not,  but  equal  right  will  by 

you  be  done  to  one  as  well  as  the  other.     Gentlemen  Your  most 

Hum'e  Serv't 

Resalvert  Vanhouten  D.  Chairman. 
March  14  1778. 

attest  David  Pye  Clk. 


[No.  1180.] 

Governor  Trumbull's   Certificate  That  Josiah  Nichols,  Messenger, 

Had  Delivered  Him  a  Letter  from  George  Clinton. 

1778  March  14th.     Rec'd  of  Mr.  Josiah  Nichols  messenger — a 

Letter  from  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r  of  the  State 

of  New  York  dated  Gth  day  of  March  inst. 

P  Jon'th  Trumbull. 


[No.  1181.] 

The  Frontier  Threatened — Rumors  of  an  Indian  Uprising. 

Albany,  March  14"  1778. 
Hon.  Sir,  On  my  return  from  the  Senate  I  received  a  letter  from 
Genl.  Tenbrock,  who  Inform'd  me  of  his  being  ordered  by  your 
Excellency  to  raise  a  number  of  men  in  the  Counties  of  Albany, 
Tryon  &  Charlotte,  and  in  persuance,  thereof,  He  had  Inclosed 
the  order  &  requested  my  attendance  at  Albany.  On  my  arivial 
he  Inform'd  me,  that  he  had  wrote  you  in  what  manner  [he]  had 
proceeded,  and  requested  me  to  Inform  you  of  our  Inability  in 
the  premises. 
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I  am  Sorry  to  Inform  your  Excellency  thai  tie  Scituation  of 

Our  people  is  truly  Deplorable,  scearce  any  provision  nor  forage 
for  the  Small  Quantaty  of  Cattle  they  have  left,  and  are  oblidged 
to  Imploy  themselves  in  Cutting  Down  Trees  &  Clearing  off  the 
Snow,  for  the  Sustainance  of  their  Cattle  which  are  Daily  De- 
creasing. 

We  are  Infornfd  that  a  number  of  Savages  have  been  Dis- 
covered at  Oarer  Creek  and  about  200  men  from  Bennington  are 
on  their  March  for  that  place,  In  consequence  of  which  some  of 
our  people  are  again  moveing  of.  I  long  to  here  in  what  manner 
we  are  to  be  guareded ;  whatever  assistance  may  be  wanted  on  the 
frontiers  of  my  Regiment,  I  make  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  readily 
Complied  with,  But  to  be  Drafted  to  defend  Albany  I  fear  it 
cannot  be  done,  however  what  orders  you  may  think  necessary 
I  shall  endeavour  to  obev. 

I  have  sent  to  Major  Webster  a  Copy  of  my  last  Return  to  the 
Convention,  and  have  pointed  out  the  alterations.  He  will  be 
able  to  Inform  your  Excellency  what  I  have  done  and  my  opinion 
on  the  Subject. 

I  sent  your  Proclamation  to  the  Different  towns  on  the  Grants 
as  far  as  they  would  reach,  P  Express  as  I  arived  home  but  one 
day  before  their  Election  for  Governor  came  on;  I  am  Inform'd 
their  Capital  (Bennington)  that  only  one  third,  voted  the  others 
went  home,  Disattisfied  with  their  proceedings;  other  Towns 
Burnt  the  Proclamation.  Upon  the  whole,  they  are  now  in  Con- 
fusion. I  could  wish  Some  plan  was  fallen  on,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  names  of  those  who  except  of  the  Benefit  of  the  Procla- 
mation. Numbers  have  been  with  me  on  that  Subject,  &  I  gave 
them  for  answer  I  would  Inform  you  of  it.  I  could  wish  if  this 
meets  with  your  approbation  that  it  might  be  speedily  done,  as 
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the  Gentlemen  who  expects  to  fill  up  the  Officers  Commisions  are 

daily  Insinuating  Evil  designs  To  this  State  into  the  minds  of 

the  Inhabitants.     I  remain,  Hon.  Sir  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem 

Your  most  obedient  &  most  Humbl.  Serv. 

Jno.  Williams. 
To  his  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1182.] 

Governor  Clinton  Orders  Colonel  Lewis  to  move  the  Big  Guns  on  to 

Poughkeepsie. 

Poughkeepsie,  15th  March,  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  7th 
Instant  respecting  the  Cannon  which  you  are  to  forward  to  my 
Order,  and  I  now  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  on 
the  same  Subject.  The  Eight  Iron  Field  Cannon  Mounted  I  desire 
may  be  sent  forward  immeadiately  to  this  Place  where  the  Con- 
ductor will  receive  my  further  Orders.  The  other  Cannon  men- 
tioned in  the  Resolve  I  woud  have  stocked  &  mounted  in  Albany 
with  all  possible  Expedition,  beginning  with  the  largest  first,  and 
as  soon  any  Part  of  them  are  compleated,  put  on  Board  of  Sloops 
ready  to  be  brought  down  to  the  Works  for  the  Defence  of  the 
River  in  the  Highlands  &  near  New  Windsor  on  the  first  oppening 
of  the  River.  Major  Stevens  of  the  Artillery,  who  has  the  Man- 
agement of  the  Artillery  in  your  Department,  writes  me  that  he 
stands  in  need  of  some  large  Sized  Iron  to  enable  him  to  compleat 
the  Mounting  of  the  above  Cannon  which  I  expect  you  will  fur- 
nish.    I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

Colo.  Morgan  Lewis  D.  Q.  Genl. 
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[No.  1183.] 

In  Relation  to  Plundered  Goods  That  Had  Been  Buried  and  Found. 

Oaughnawaga,  loth  March  1778. 

Bon'ble  Sir.  We  the  Subscribers,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Mohawk  District  in  the  County  Try on,  did  in 
the  month  of  December  last  past  apprehend,  and  attach' d  a  Cer- 
tain Chist  of  goods,  part  of  which  belonged,  to  one  William  Wal- 
lace, which  went  over  the  lines  on  his  Journey  to  Jojne  our 
Enimy;  but  before  he  could  reach  them  was  taken,  and  Imprisoned 
in  Albany,  and  the  Remaining  part  of  said  goods  belonged  to  a 
Certain  Jacob  Snook,  who  says  he  had  sworn  true  allegence  to 
the  States,  the  said  Snooks  goods  wTe  Returned  him;  and  Walace's 
part  thereof,  we  Delivered  to  the  Commissioners  of  Sequestration 
of  this  Comity,  which  they  sold  at  Publick  Vandue  for  the  good 
of  this  State,  agreeable  to  their  Instructions  from  Congress,  Ex- 
cepting one  Shirt  the  Commissioners  give  to  the  said  Wallace,  he 
being  then  in  Goal,  and  in  great  want  thereof. 

This  Chist  of  goods  was  found  by  John  Van  Dewarkin  and 
Dennis  Davis  (as  they  say  Bnryed  under  ground)  who  brought  it 
in  the  Night,  to  the  House  of  one  Jacob  Gardinears,  and  there 
devided  said  goods,  and  Claimed  them  as  their  own  property,  and 
each  took  his  part  of  the  booty  away,  and  kept  the  same  a 
Secrete;  but  by  accident  it  was  found  out  by  the  said  Snook,  upou 
which  he  Entered  a  Complaint  to  us  the  Committee,  who  granted 
him  a  Search  Warrant  to  find  the  goods  out;  part  of  which  was 
found  in  the  House  of  the  aforesaid  Davis,  and  brought  by  the 
Constable  to  House  of  Charles  Van  Kps,  Chairman  of  said  Com- 
mittee; after  which  we,  the  said  Committee,  sent  for  the  aforesaid 
Van  Dewarkin.  and  ordered  him  to  bring  the  Remaining  part  of 
said  goods  to  the  said  Charmans.  which  he  did,  from  which  we 
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took,  and  Delivered  them  to  the  Commissioners.  The  aforesaid 
Snook  Swore,  before  ns  the  said  Committee,  that  there  was  fifteen 
pounds  hard  Cash  in  said  Chist  when  it  was  buryed,  but  never 
Could  find  out  what  become  of  it. 

This,  Sir,  is  true  Representation  of  this  affair  as  it  happened, 
and  begs  your  Honour's  advice,  as  soon  Possible,  how  we  are  to 
proceed  further  in  the  matter;  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  Ia- 
cloased  Resolve  of  the  New  Committee  (alth'  Chosen  in  an  uncon- 
stitutional manner);  and  also  Confirmed  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Committee  that  we  must  Return  the  said  Goods  to  the 
aforesaid  Van  Dewarkin  and  Davis,  altho  they  have  been  sold  by 
the  Commissioners  three  months  ago  to  the  Different  Inhabitants 
in  these  parts — in  our  opinion,  we  have  done  every  thing  in  our 
power  for  the  good  of  the  state,  and  to  damp  the  Spirit  of  our 
Internal  Enimys  as  fare  as  our  Instrutions  and  oath  Admitted. 
There  are  several  persons  such  as  the  above  mentioned,  have  done 
a  great  Deal  of  damage  in  these  parts  by  Plundering  goods,  which 
ought  to  have  been  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  State;  There  is  also 
Incloased  from  the  New  Chairman  of  the  Committe  of  this  Dis- 
trict, an  order  to  us  to  Render  the  aforesaid  Van  Dewarkin  Satis- 
faction; The  whole  of  this  Transaction  was  done  by  the  Voice  of 
the  old  Committee  and  hopes  the  same  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
your  Honour.     We  are  your  Honour's  most  Obedient  and  Very 

Humble  servants 

Zephaniah  Batcheller. 

Abraham  Veeder. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  1184.] 

Colonel  Field  Explains  That  smallpox  Has  Prevented  His  Making 

An  Earlier  Regimental  Return.     • 

sir.  The  inclos'd*  is  the  State  of  the  Regim't,  which  under  your 
Excellency .  I  have  the  Bonour  to  I  Jomm'd;  would  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark, thai  i  hose  persons  acting  as  officers  in  the  several  Ranks 
noted  in  the  Subjoin'd  return,  are  without  Commissions,  by  rea- 
son of  which  T  have  not  been  able  to\  settle  the  Ranks  of  the 
Sever']  Companies.  Your  Excellency's  orders  respecting  the  late 
levy  on  my  Regiment  I  have  endeavoured  to  execute,  but  the  late 

•reading  of  the  Small  Pox  by  Inoculation  has  render'd  the  accom 
plishment  (a1  present)  impracticable.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
Yo'r  Excellency's  Most  Humble  and  Obedient  Serv't 

John  Field. 
South  East  Precinct  March  [15]  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1183.] 
Schuyler  Fears  an  Indian  V prising. 

Albany,  March  16th  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  On  the  13th  Instanl  I  was  honored  with  a  Letter  of  the 
10th  Insi.  subscribed  by  your  Excellency;  the  president  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  The  Commis- 
sion.-is  of  Indian  Affairs  were  already  gone  Home  when  the  Let- 
ter came  to  I  hunk  so  thai  T  could  not  lav  il  before  them.  I  have 
however  shewn  it  to  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette  and  have  advised 
that  I  >otarhments  of  Troops  should  be  sent  to  such  places  as  would 
ii  protect  the  Inhabitants. 

What  Effort   the  firm  Tom-  in   which  the  Commissioners  have 
spoke  to  the  Indians  will  have  on  them  is  hard  to  sav.     The  Re- 

*  Not  found. 
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si) It  of  a  Council  that  is  to  convene  on  the  occasion  at  Onondaga 
will  enable  us  to  determine.  We  are  however  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  .Indians  will  commence  Hostilities.  This  Idea  I  have  con- 
veyed to  Congress  in  the  Dispatches  which  the  Bearer  hereof 
carries. 

Colonel  Wynkoop  has  requested  my  Assistance  in  procuring 
Gun  Boats.  Be  assured  that  every  Aid  I  can  give  will  most  chear- 
fully  be  granted.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  preperations  for 
the  Boats  had  not  been  made  in  the  Course  of  the  winter.  I  am 
D'r  Sir  with  great  respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed.  Hu'e 

Serv. 

Ph.  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1186.] 
The  Board  of  Sequestration  of  Dutchess  County  Begins  Operations. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  General  of  the  Militia,  and 
Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

The  Memorial  of  Theodorus  Van  Wyck  and  Henry  Livingston 
Jun.  Commissioners  of  Sequestration  for  the  County  of  Dutchess. 

Sheweth,  That,  whereas,  on  the  13th  day  of  May  1777,  The  hon- 
orable the  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
New  York  came  to  the  following  resolution  "  Resolved  that 
the  Commissioners  of  sequestration  be  directed  &  impowered 
to  lease  out  the  lands  &  Tenements  of  all  such  persons  as  al- 
ready have  gone,  or  hereafter  shall  go,  unto  &  Join  the  Enemies 
of  this  State,  under  Moderate  rent,  from  year  to  year,  to  persons 
freindly  to  the  cause  of  America  &  who  will  Covenant  to  keep 
the  same  in  repair  &  to  suffer  no  waste  to  be  done  thereon  "— 
And  again  "Resolved,  that  in  all  such  leases  the  Inhabitants 
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of  tliis  stale  who  have  been  driven  from  their  Habitations  by  the 
Enemy  should  be  preferred  by  the  Commissioners  to  others  who 
have  Dot  thai  claim  i<>  the  favor  of  the  public." 

Agreable  to  the  above  resolutions,  your  Memorialists  have 
put  numbers  of  well  affected  Refugees  Inhabitants  of  this  State 
into  the  possession  of  lands  and  tenements  deserted  by  the 
former  disatlecied  proprietors.  As  yet  your  Memorialists  have 
.stipulated  with  but  very  few  of  the  Refugees  aforesaid,  what 
rent  they  shall  pay  for  the  lands  &  tenements  they  Occupy. 
Your  Memorialists  wish  to  have  pointed  out  to  them,  wThat  pro- 
portion of  the  highest  rent  they  could  obtain  from  others,  for 
lands  and  tenements  above  described,  the  said  Refugees  should 
pay. 

Your  Memorialists  would  also  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency,  that  numbers  of  persons  now  with  our  Enemies  own 
large  tracts  of  land  in  this  County;  Many  of  the  tenants  on 
which  are  desirous  of  discharging  their  rents,  and  have  in  many 
instances  applyed  to  your  Memorialists  for  direction.  By  vir- 
tue of  anv  Resell ut ions  made  bv  the  Legislature  your  Memorial- 
ists  do  not  think  themselves  authorized  to  receive  the  Same. 

If  the  Legislature  see  fit  to  direct  to  have  the  above  rents  col- 
lected your  Memorialists  wish  the  Estates  may  be  particu- 
larized. 

Your  Memorialists  would  also  inform  vour  Excellency  that 
they  have  in  their  possession  a  quantity  of  plate  late  the  prop- 
erty <if  Me>>.  -Idlni  Livingston,  Peter  Stuyvesant  and  Stephen 
Crossfeild,  and  beg  direction  in  the  disposition  of  it. 

And  your  Memorialists  will  &c. 

Theodorus  Van  Wvck. 

Henry  Livingston  Jun'r. 
March  lGth  1778. 
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An  Address  That  Affected  Prisoners  of  War  and  Their  Comfort. 

*Gentlemen,  You  will  receive  with  this  Message  a  Copy  of  an 
Act  of  Congress,  of  the  26th  of  February  last,  for  tilling  the 
Continental  Battalions,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Board 
of  War,  shewing  the  Number  wanted  to  complete  them.  These 
Papers  came  to  my  Hands  last  Night;  and,  as  they  respect  a 
Subject  long  since  recommended  to  the  Consideration  of  the 
Legislature,  I  take  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  laying  them  be- 
fore you. 

A  Copy  of  another  Act  of  Congress,  of  the  26th  of  February, 
respecting  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  will  be  also  herewith  de- 
livered you,  by  which  you  will  observe,  that  the  Account  of 
Money,  Provisions  and  other  Necessaries,  which  have  been  sup- 
plied to  Prisoners  taken  by  the  United  States,  are  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  different  States  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Claims,  at  the  Board  of  Treasury.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  pleased  to  take  the  proper  Measures  for  effecting 
this  Business,  as  far  as  it  may  concern  this  State. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  March  16,  1778. 


[No.  1187.] 

Congress  Asks  the  States  to   Transmit  Acts  That  Have  Passed, 

Based  on  Congressional  Legislation. 

In  Congress;  March  16th  1778. 
Whereas  Congress  have  not  received  information  of  the  meas- 
ures, which  the  several  States  have,  from  time  to  time,  adopted, 
in  consequence  of  their  recommendations;  and,  WThereas,  such 
information  together  with    the    concurrence  of  the  respective 

♦From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
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legislatures,  in  rigoroush  executing  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
is  essentially  uecessary  to  enable  them  to  transact  the  important 
concerns  of  the  United  Stales: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  governors  &  presidents  of  the  said  States 
be  earnestly  requested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible attested  copies  of  the  acts  passed  by  their  respective  legis- 
latures,  in  pursuance  of  recommendations  of  Congress,  which 
they  may  have  received,  since  the  first  day  of  November  last,  & 
of  all  acts,  which  they  may  hereafter  pass,  in  consequence  of 
future  recommendations. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Belcher  P.  Smith  sec.  p.  Tern. 


[No.  1188.] 
Grievances  of  Workmen  at  West  Point. 

Poughkeepsie,  17th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  The  enclosed  Complaints  of  the  artificers  &  Teamsters 
imployed  at  the  Cheveaux  Defrize  &  other  Public  Works  near 
New  Windsor  were  this  day  delivered  me.  I  have  thought  it 
most  proper  to  transmit  them  to  yon  in  Order  that  as  the  Com- 
plaints are  chiefly  against  a  Subordinate  Officer  in  your  Depart- 
ment, you  may  be  apprized  thereof,  and  see  that  the  Cause  (if 
any  there  is)  be  removed  or  lay  them  before  Genl.  Parsons,  who 
will  please  to  order  the  Inquiry  they  sollicit  to  be  made.  1  hope 
in  a  Short  Time  to  be  with  you  &  Share  of  your  Troubles.     I  am 

your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Hughes. 
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Poughkeepsie  17th  March  1778. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  transmitted  your  Letter  of  yesterday  con- 
taining a  Number  of  Articles  of  Complaint  against  the  D.  Q. 
Master  (with  one  of  a  simular  Date  of  like  Nature  from  the 
Teamsters)  to  Colo.  Hughes  with  .Directions  to  make  the  Neces- 
sary Inquiries  respecting  the  Grievances  you  Complain  of  & 
have  them  removed.  I  have  also  desired  him  if  necessary  to 
lay  your  Case  before  Genl.  Parsons  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Department.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
To  William  Frazer  &  others  Artificers  in  the  public  Works  at 

New  Windsor. 


[No.  1189.] 

CONTUMACIOUS  TEAMSTERS. 

Obstructions   in    the    Way    of    Providing    Washington's    Army — 

Clinton  Favors  Martial  Force. 

16th  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  The  carting  is  so  exceedingly  bad  that  tis  almost  im- 
possible to  get  the  Provisions  to  Morris  Town:  about  15  or  20 
Teams  have  pas'd  the  River  with  four  Barrels  each:  150  have 
been  remov'd  from  Bedford,  135  of  which  have  come  on  to  Peek- 
skill,  where  some  of  the  Teamsters  have  drop'd  their  Loads  & 
gone  off  with  their  Teams,  about  16  Still  remain,  determind  not 
to  cross  over  without  military  Compulsion;  some  have  drop'd 
their  Loads  on  the  Road  from  Bedford  &  are  gone  off;  about  120 
bbl.  Still  remain  at  Bedford,  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Leek  the  Com- 
missary; the  carting  is  so  very  bad  &  for  other  Reasons  perhaps 
it  may  not  be  best  to  move  it  just  now:  in  Short  the  good  Whigs 

in  &  near  Bedford  seem  determind  to  do  nothing  without  a  mili- 
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fcary  Force  to  compel  their  movments  every  mile.  The  Tories  of 
Cortland's  manor  are  more  Submissive.  I  wish  jour  Directions 
whether  that  come  on  to  Peekskill  shall  be  ordered  over  immedi- 
ait-lv  or  wait  a  little  for  better  Carting  and  at  what  Time  to 
attempt  removing  the  Residue  from  Bedford. 

One  Jesse  Hawly,  of  Bedford,  flaming  Whig,  has  47  barrels  of 
Pork  an  Hand;  he  has  sold  some  on  a  Contract  for  6£  hard  money 
or  24£  Continental  Currancy.  I  am  informd  Commissary  Leek 
has  applied  to  him  to  purchase  &  has  offerd  him  £17-10-0  pr. 
Bbl.  which  is  10/  more  than  he  has  given  before;  or  to  refer  the 
Price  to  disinterested  Judges,  or  to  the  Commis'y  Genl.  for  the 
highest  Price  at  his  Election,  all  which  he  refuses;  Mr.  Leek  has 
seis'd  it  for  public  Use,  Hawley  says  he  will  pay  attention  to  the 
Seisure,  but  will  sell  and  the  Commissary  shall  not  have  it. 
Under  these  Circumstances  I  must  beg  you  to  give  some  Orders  to 
such  Persons  in  that  Quarter  as  you  think  necessary  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

I  am  with  Esteem  &  Regard  Y'r  Excellency's  Obed't  Serv't 

Sarnl.  H.  Parsons. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie  17th  March  1778. 
D'r  sir,  I  ree'd  your  Letter  of  yesterday's  date  respecting  pro- 
visions. As  I  have  wrote  to  Genl.  Washington  Informing  him  of 
the  Quantity  of  pork  he  might  Expect  from  this  Quarter  (in 
which  I  governed  myself  by  your  acc't)  I  wish  if  it  is  possible  that 
it  might  be  forwarded  od  least  it  may  have  been  depended  on  and 
a  Dispointmont  be  attended  with  fatal  Consequences;  but  if  how- 
ever the  Carting  is  so  bad  as  not  to  admit  of  forwarding  it  we 
must  Submit  to  the  Delay.     I  cant  believe  any  man,  whatever 
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pretensions  he  may  make,  is  a  real  friend  to  his  Country  who 
refuses  to  give  his  aid  on  this  occasion,  and  if  Military  force  is 
necessary  to  procure  the  Teams,  I  cant  see  under  the  Joint  Resolu- 
tions of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  we  can  be 
Excused  in  not  making  use  of  it.  The  Case  you  mention  of  the 
Pork  in  the  hands  of  Jesse  Hawly,  I  will  lay  before  the  Legisla- 
ture as  some  General  provision  in  such  Cases  ought  to  be  made. 
I  don't  believe  that  the  Commissary  in  the  present  occasion  will 
Incur  any  blame  in  holding  the  pork  he  has  seized.     I  am  sir  yo'r 

G.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 


[No.  1190.] 

MANIFOLD  ANNOYANCES. 

Colonel  Hughes  Confiscates  Iron  Material  From  a  Patriot  Who  Had 

Denied  Possession. 

Col.  Malom's,  13th  March  1778. 
Sir,  After  I  wrote  your  Excellency  from  the  Village,  the  11th, 
I  proceeded  to  Kingsferry,  where  I  found  a  Quantity  of  Nail-rod- 
Iron,  which,  on  Inquiry  I  had  reason  to  think  was  the  Property  of 
Col.  Ogden,  of  Boonetown,  who  had,  but  a  few  Days  before,  sent 
me  Word  that  he  was  very  sorry  he  could  not  furnish  the  Depart- 
ment with  that  Article,  as  I  had  repeatedly  applied,  for  several 
Months  past,  our  Stock  being  nearly  out, — Considering  which, 
and  the  indispensable  Necessity  there  is  for  Nails  in  the  Service, 
I  order'd  them  to  be  taken  for  publick  use,  taking  an  Acc't,  and 
giving  a  Rec't  for  such  Quantity  as  should  appear  on  further  In- 
quiry. I  also  sent  up  for  a  Boat  to  take  in  the  Remainder  of  the 
Grain  &c.  as  well  as  the  Rods,  part  of  which,  was  to  be  left  at 
West  Point,  and  the  Rest  as  far  up  as  the  Ice  would  permit.  In 
coming  up  thro'  the  Clove,  with  a  Person  from  Boonetowne,  he 
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assur'd  me  that  the  Nail-rods  were  the  Property  of  Col.  Ogden, 
and  sent  along  to  be  of  the  way  of  the  Service;  as  several  Tons 
more  had  been;  and  this  he  learnt  from  the  Gentleman,  or  some 
of  his  Family. 

As  it  is  not  improbable  but  that  some  Acc't  of  this  may  reach 
your  Excellency,  thro  another  Channel,  before  I  have  the  Honour 
of  waiting  on  you,  Sir,  it  was  tho't  prudent  to  give  you  the 
earliest  Advice  that  Opportunity  would  afford. 

Since  I  gaind  the  last  Intelligence,  I  have  order'd  Major  Kiers, 
as  well  as  my  Asst.  at  the  Village,  to  make  Inquiry  for  w7hat  has 
been  already  sent  on,  and  secure  them  also,  at  least  till  further 
Orders,  which  I  was  induc'd  to,  from  being  told  that  the  Gentle- 
man did  not  intend  to  make  any  more  for  a  considerable  Time. 

I  must  repeat  my  Application,  that  the  Department  may  re- 
ceive assistance  of  Teams,  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  comply 
with  the  Demands  of  the  Service  without.  A  large  Quantity  of 
Salt  is  now  at  the  Landing,  and  wanted  at  Headqrs.  Besides,  if 
the  Enemy  push  up  the  River,  it  will  be  in  their  Power,  and  may 
be  the  Means  of  the  most  serious  Consequences  to  the  Army. 
Would  not  a  Recommendation  from  your  Excellency  or  the 
Legislature,  to  the  Precincts,  or  Committees,  to  turn  out,  in  Rota- 
tion, the  Number  wanted,  on  a  written  application  from  the  Q.  M. 
General's  Department?  However,  I  mean  not  to  dictate,  but 
only  offer  a  humble  Sentiment  and  beg  to  be  thus  understood 
Sir. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  Obdnt. 

and  very  Humble  Serv't 

Hugh  Hughes. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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The  Governor  Answers. 

[March  17,  1778.] 
D'r  Sir,  I  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  13th  Instant  on  Satturday 
last  previous  to  which  I  had  answered  that  Part  of  it  respecting 
the  Nail  Rods  by  a  Letter  to  Genl.  Parsons,  who  had  also  wrote 
to  me  on  the  Subject,  &  I  doubt  not  but  he  has  ere  this  communi- 
cated to  you  the  Substance  of  my  Letter  to  him  on  that  Oecassion. 
In  respect  to  Impresses  I  am  doing  every  Thing  in  my  Power  to 
assist  you.  You  know  it  is  not  in  my  Power  as  Gov'r  to  grant 
you  authority  for  this  Purpose  &  I  ought  to  be  cautious  how  I 
walk.  There  is  a  bill  however  now  depending  that  will  I  hope 
put  this  Matter  Right  &  I  am  perswaded  before  the  Roads  are  fit 

to  be  used  it  will  be  a  Law.     Yours  Sincerely, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Hughes.] 


[No.  1191.] 

SCHUYLER  CAN  BE  DEPENDED  UPON. 

Clinton  Reluctant  to  Take  Action  Against  the  Indians  Until  the 

Legislature  is  Consulted. 

Poughkeepsie,  18th  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Instant.*  With 
respect  to  Vanschaak's  &  Putnam's  Regiments  I  am  not  author- 
ized to  call  them  from  Albany  to  this  Quarter.  I  only  meant 
by  my  Letter  to  submit  the  Propriety  of  the  Measure  to  you,  as 
we  realy  need  a  greater  Number  of  Troops  to  carry  on  the  Works 
for  the  Defence  of  the  River,  with  the  necessary  Expedition  than 
we  have  at  present  for  this  Important  Purpose. 

I  am  fully  of  your  Oppinion  that  if  any  Troops  can  be  con- 
sistently spared  from  Albany  of  which  you  are  the  best  Judge, 

»  *Not  found. 
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the  four  Months  Militia  will  be  more  useful  on  Fateigue  than  in 
the  Field.  »!v:  therefore  they  may  be  better  spared  for  this  Ser- 
vice than  Van  Schaack's  Regiment.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  ought 
to  have  compleated  the  four  Months  Militia  to  the  full  Comple- 

« 

ment  as  ordered  him  &  you  will  oblidge  me  much  by  reminding 

him  of  this. 

I  am  so  little  acquainted  with  the  Western  Frontiers,  owing 

to  the  Number  of  New  Settlements  since  I  have  been  in  that 

Part  of  the  Country,  that  I  am  not  able  to  advise  on  the  Posts 

necessary  to  be  taken  there.     I  dare  say  Genl.  Schuyler  will  at 

all  Times  chearfully  afford  you  his  advice  on  that  Subject  &  I 

know  of  no  Man  more  capable  or  in  whom  you  may  more  con-, 

fide.     I  am  clear  that  it  is  better  to  remove  the  Torry  Women 

you  mention,  than,  to  suffer  them  to  continue  where  they  now 

are,  &  it  will  afford  me  Pleasure  how  soon  it  is  effected.     We 

have  alwavs  trusted  to  the  Committees  to  disarm  the  Tories:  we 

shall  soon  have  Commissioners  who  will  have  Power  competent 

for  the  Purpose.     I  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  Respect  Your  Most 

Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  forward  to  you  several  Letters  which  I 

have  this  Moment  rec'd  by  Express  from  his  Excellency  Genl. 

Washington. 

[To  Marquis  de  Lafayette.] 


Poughkeepsie  19th  March  1778. 
Sir,  In  my  Answer  of  yesterday  to  your  Letter  of  the  16th,  I 
forgot  that  tho  it  is  only  consistent  with  Principles  of  Humanity 
to  permit  theWouudedOmcer  you  mention  go  Home  on  his  Parole, 
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yet  in  my  Oppinion  it  woud  be  improper  to  indulge  him  with  a 
Sloop  to  go  to  New  York  in,  until  the  Enemy  shall  cause  to  be 
returned  a  Sloop  which  went  down  last  Fall  with  a  Flagg  under 
the  Direction  of  one  Brooks,  with  a  Number  of  Tory  Families  &c. 
The  Sloop  I  mean  belongs  to  one  Capt.  Baaf  of  Albany.  Brooks 
is  permitted  to  stay  in  the  City  &  I  suppose  encouraged  so  to 
do  &  claims  &  holds  the  Sloop.  I  also  omitted  Answering  that 
Part  of  your  Letter,  respecting  settling  the  Indians  you  mention 
in  the  Western  Country,  and  I  cannot  now  venture  to  say  any 
Thing  on  the  Subject,  as  it  is  a  matter  concerning  which  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  ought  to  be  previously  consulted.     I 

am  &c. 

[G.  C] 


[No.  1192.] 
Dr.  Hayes,  a  British  Prisoner,  Asks  Information  Relative  to  the 

Price  of  Rations* 

Sir,  The  Conversation  I  have  had  with  you  yesterday  is  of  such 
moment  to  me,  that  I  Cannot  help  earnestly  requesting  your  tak- 
ing it  into  immediate  Consideration,  that  I  may  the  sooner  be 
enabled  to  go  to  New  York  agreeable  to  my  passes. 

The  matter  stands  upon  a  very  serious  Consideration  in  point 
of  Justice,  Viz.  1th,  Whether  I  am  to  pay  ten  pence,  two  thirds 
New  York  Currency  for  each  ration,  as  is  charged  in  the  accounts 
deliver'd  me  and  particularly  stipulated  by  Dr.  Potts,  or  trible 
the  charge,  which  the  Commissary  has  no  authority  do"  2dly 
Whether  I  may  not  replace  by  purchase,  wood  and  rum  which  are 
charged  at  most  enormous  prices,  and  which  your  resolves  allow. 
There  are  other  articles  charged  at  the  same  rates,  but  as  they 

•The  name  of  the  officer  to  whom  Dr.  Hayes  wrote  and  who  answered  his  complaint 
is  not  disclosed  by  the  Clinton  MSS.    See  page  177. — State  Historian. 
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are  trifling  I  shall  not  make  them  matter  of  dispute,  but  confine 
myself  to  the  great  impropriety  of  the  other  charges  as  I  wish  to 
acl  in  the  fairesl  manner.  I  only  desire  the  favor  of  your  investi- 
gating this  affair,  and  doubt  not  of  an  equitable  decision — but 
sh'd  doubts  arise,  and  you  may  not  wish  to  decide  on  it,  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  propose,  that  my  receipt  be  received  for  the  number 
of  rations  and  sent  your  commiss'r  of  prisoners  at  New  York  or 
Philadelphia,  to  receive  pound  for  pound  of  equal  Quality,  and 
for  the  due  performance  of  which,  I  shall  bind  myself  in  any 
-  curity  you  shall  please  to  require. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  Sir,  Your  Most 

obed.  humble  serv't 

John  McNamara  Hayes. 
Albany  March  18th  177S. 


[No.  1193.] 

And  the  Answer  to  Dr.  Hayes'  Communication. 

Albany  March  19th  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Favour  of  yesterday,  and  was  in  hopes 
that  the  dispatches  arrived  last  night  from  Congress  could  bring 
me  some  light  about  the  affair  you  wish,  and  I  desire  very  sin- 
cerely myself  to  see  soon  settled,  but  as  I  am  disappointed  in  my 
Expectations  I  wont  loose  any  Time  in  making  you  an  answer 
which  could  be  more  particular,  was  I  directed  by  the  Sight  of 
what  passed  between  Maj'r  Genl.  Gates  or  any  Body  from  him 
and  you,  but  my  being  till  this  moment  in  that  part  of  General 
Washington's  army  which  is  under  his  Excell's  immediate  com- 
mand, lias  made  me  rather  a  Stranger  to  the  point  now  in  Ques- 
tion, and  I  assure  you,  Sir.  if  I  am  cautious  it  is  more  by  fear  of 
making  any  Injustice  to  you  than  by  this  of  hurting  our  own 
Interest. 
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I  am  not  entitled  to  ascertain  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  means  to  grant  the  Rations  to  the  British  Prisoners  at  the 
rates  which  is  given  to  their  Troops  as  a  Bounty,  tho  it  costs  much 
more,  but  I  can  assure  you,  that  you  will  not  pay  by  any  means  a 
Farthing  more  in  Gold  than  we  have  paid  in  paper.  I  am  very 
sorry  indeed,  that  the  refusing  of  our  Currency  paper  in  the  places 
now  under  your  power,  deprives  you  of  the  agreement  of  purchas- 
ing or  reimplacing  in  a  way  which  would  perhaps  be  more  con- 
venient for  you. 

Your  proposition  of  giving  pound  for  pound  of  equal  Quality, 
seems  to  me  more  consistent  with  the  Intentions  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  therefore,  Sir,  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  agree 
with  you  in  that  point,  when  I  will  see  or  the  Powers  you  are 
invested  with,  for  taking  those  engagements  and  the  Time  stipu- 
lated for  their  performance  or  the  proper  Security  you  will  be 
pleased  to  give — but,  Sir,  you  will  easily  conceive  that  I  cant  give 
you  a  desiscive  answer,  when  I  do  not  know  yet  which  have  been 
the  particular  promises  of  Genl.  Gates  about  your  going  to  New 
York,  and  in  the  same  time  I  see  that  you  have  not  heard  from  him 
since  you  have  wrote  on  that  Subject  and  this  of  the  Rations, 

I  have  sent  an  Express  to  Congress  who  will  be  soon  back,  but 
my  desire  of  complying  to  your  wishes  is  such,  that  I  have  dis- 
patched one  other  to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  who  certainly 
must  have  known  much  more  upon  this  affair  than  myself,  who 
was  farther  and  by  whose  intelligences  I  hope  to  be  enabled  to 
propose  you  several  ways  of  settling  the  Business,  which  could  be 
agreeable  to  you,  then,  Sir,  I  should  not  expect  the  answer  from 
Congress  &  it  gives  me  a  great  pleasure  to  see  that  on  account  of 
the  weather  till  this  Time  and  the  necessary  preparations  my 
retarding  for  a  few  days  a  deciscive  answer  cannot  detail  your 
going  to  the  place  where  you  wish  to  be. 
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According  to  what4 you  have  told  me  in  our  Conversation,  thai 
our  Conduct  in  this  place  should  regulate  this  of  your  Generals 

I'l  only  answer  thai  the  Time  is  conic,  where  we  have  no  more 
Objection  to  a  strict  Retaliation  on  both  Sides  and  on  every  re- 
spect. Sir.  very  sincerely  I've  the  honor  to  be  Your  most  obt. 
Ser't. 

To  Doct'r  Haves. 
A  Copy. 


[No.  1194.] 
The  New  Quotas  and  Their  Equipment. 

In  Congress;  March  19th  1778. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several 
States  to  take  the  most  speedy  &  effectual  measures  for  raising 
their  quotas  of  men,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  26  ulto.,  &  to  cause  the  men  so  raised,  or  which  had  been 
raised,  previous  to  the  passing  that  resolve,  to  march  to  their 
places  of  rendezvous  withoni  the  smallest  delay;  taking  care  that 
as  many  as  possible  come  armed  and  accoutered. 

And  that  a  more  certain  &  adequate  supply  of  accoutrements 
may  be  provided, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  State  to  appoint  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  to  get  made,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
as  many  compleat  setts  of  accoutrements  &  spare  bayonet  sheaths, 
as  shall  be  sufficient  for  their  respective  quotas  of  troops;  the  cart- 
ridge-boxes to  be  made  to  hold  twenty  nine  rounds  of  cartridges, 
when  made  up  with  ounce  balls.  &  the  cover  of  good  substantial 
leather,  with  a  small  cover  or  Sap  under  it.  that  the  ammunition 
may  be  most  effectually  guarded  against  rain:  and  to  prevent  im- 
positions from  the  workmen,  that  proper  inspectors  be  appointed 
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co  examine  &  receive  the  accoutrements,  with  orders  to  reject  such 

as  are  bad  &  insufficient,  &  that  the  accoutrements  so  provided 

shall  be  sent  forward  with  the  troops,  or  as  soon  after  as  possible: 

That  in  case  in  any  State  they  have  quantities  of  tin,  instead  of 

cartouch  boxes,  an  equal  number  of  tin  cartridge  cannisters  be 

furnished  agreeably  to  a  pattern  or  description  to  be  sent  by  the 

board  of  war. — Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 
Reed,  from  S'cry.  27th. 


[No.  1195.] 
Major  Stephens  Reports  the  Condition  of  the  Ticonderoga  Cannon. 

Albany,  March  19th  1778. 

H'd  Sir,  In  compliance  with  your  request  signifid  by  Billet  this 
day,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  you  as  particular  an  account  of  the 
Canon  sent  from  Ticonderoga  as  is  come  within  my  knowledge. 

The  Ice  being  very  bad  when  the  Sleys  first  w7ent  up,  prevented 
their  taking  up  the  heaviest  Pieces,  in  Consequence  of  which  ten 
nine  pounders,  fourteen  six  pounders,  eight  four  pounders  and  one 
three  pounder  have  arrived,  which  are  all  more  or  less  damaged, 
the  heaviest  of  which  I  am  stocking  and  putting  Trunnions  on,  for 
immediate  Service  and  I  hope  to  have  the  whole  completely 
mounted  in  fifteen  days. 

Lieut.  Perry  is  just  arrived  informs  me  there  are  four  eighteen 
pounders  and  one  Twelve  between  Skeensbury  and  Fort  Anns; 
One  Thirty  two  Pounder,  two  twelves,  and  one  Six  pounder  lost 
in  the  lake  between  Skeensborough  and  Ticonderoga,  the  rest  re- 
main at  Ticonderoga.  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  heavy  pieces 
from  Half  Moon  immediately,  in  order  to  have  them  mounted,  and 
you  may  rest  assured  that  no  Exertions  of  mine  shall  be  wanting 
to  get  the  River  in  a  good  Posture  for  defence;  altho  I  have  never 
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received  any  orders  or  directions  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of 
the  Cannon  before  or  since  their  arrival,  that,  however,  has  not 
i  i  casioned  me  a  moments  delay. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  park  two  Six  Pounders,  and  five 
three  pounders,  mounted  on  travelling  Carriages,  fit  for  immediate 
Service;  also  twelve  Six  pounders,  one  four  pounder  and  Six  three 
pounders,  not  damaged  which  I  intend  to  have  mounted  as  soon 
as  the  heavier  Pieces  are  done. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect  &  Esteem  Your  Honor's  most  Obedi- 
ent humb'e  Ser't 

Ebenezer  Stephens. 
To  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 


[No.  1196.] 

Ensign  Brown  Complains  Because  Juniors  Have  Jumped  Mm. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 

York.     • 

The  petition  of  Jonath  Brown  Humbly  Sheweth  your  petitioner 
Entred  Into  the  Service  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  Seventy 
Six  in  Collo.  Van  Scaick's  Redgment;  had  the  rank  of  fifth  Ensign 
in  the  redgment  Nov'r  14th  1776;  received  recruiting  Orders  pre- 
vious to  which  I  was  Superseded  by  four  who  got  rank  of  me.  1 
told  the  Collo.  at  that  time  if  I  was  so  used  anv  more,  I  would  bv 
no  means  Serve  any  longer;  at  the  State  Arrangment.  Mr.  Wendle 
was  advanced  over  me  who  had  never  been  in  the  Service  before. 
Such  usage,  in  my  Humble  Opinion,  is  Sufficient  reason  for  any 
officer  that  is  fitt  to  do  his  duty  to  Decline  the  Service.  I  am 
willing  to  Serve  my  Country  if  I  have  my  rank,  but  I  Cannot 
Serve,  and  See  one  putt  over  me,  for  no  other  reason  but  because 
He  had  a  friend  at  the  Appointment  and  I  had  none.    I  have  Re- 
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cruited  thirty  Odd  men  for  the  redgment,  arid  he  only  one.     I 

hope  your  Exellency  will  not  Bleam  me  for  resining.     I  Hope,  Sir, 

you  will  Consider  the  premises  and  Grant  me  Such  relief  as  you  in 

your  wisdom  Shall  devise,  and  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  Bound 

Shall  pray. 

Jonathan  Brown,  En. 
Poughkeepsie  March  19th  1778. 


[No.  1197.] 
Thomas  Palmer  Puts  in  a  Good  Word  for  Samuel  Brewster,  Jr. 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  the  Request  of  Col.  Marvin,  Chairman  of  the 
Committe  of  Orange  County,  which  he  Informed  me  was  agree- 
able to  an  Order  to  him  from  your  Excellency,  and  the  Hon'ble 
Senate,  I  have  Bound  over  the  Bearer  hereof,  Samuel  Brewster 
Jun'r,  to  appear  at  the  next  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  in  this 
County,  to  answer  the  Complaint  of  Col.  Luddington  ag't  him  for 
Transporting  flour  out  of  this  State,  Contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Embargo  Act  &c. 

Mr.  Brewster  Seems  much  Concerned  that  his  Carracter  Should 
Stand  Impeached  in  a  matter  in  which  he  Says  he  Conceives  him- 
self Intirely  Innocent  and  in  Order  to  Clear  the  matter  up  on  his 
part,  has  applyed  to  the  County  Committe  for  a  hearing.  I  In- 
formed him,  that  I  Conceived  that  Committe  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it  as  a  matter  beyond  their  Power — he  alledges,  that  as  not 
only  his  Charracter  but  private  Intrust  is  likely  to  be  much 
Damaged  if  his  Tryal  is  put  of  untill  the  Supreme  Court  Sits;  he 
therefore  Seems  Extreamly  anxious  for  a  hearing.  Upon  which 
I  Informed  him  that,  porad venture,  if  he  waited  on  your  Excel- 
lency, you  might  favour  him  by  Ordering  Some  Court  of  Inquiery 
before  whome  he  may  have  a  hearing.     It  appears  to  me  If  I  have 
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a  righl  Idea  of  his  Intentions  from  his  Representation  of  the 
matter,  and  from  the  Circumstance  of  the  Bills  of  Parcels  of  the 
Salt  ho  Imported  being  after  the  Imbargo  Act  took  place,  that  he 
is  Really  Innocent  of  any  Intention  of  Foregoing  the  Spirit  of  the 
Art — and  if  their  is  any  fault  it  lies  in  the  Commissi  Mr.  Brooks, 
Either  thro  Ignorance  or  design.  And,  if  your  Excellency  would 
please  to  give  yourself  the  Leisure  to  hear  Mr.  Brewster's  Repre- 
sentation  of  the  matter,  I  am  a  good  Deal  of  Opinion  your  Excel- 
lency will  be  apt  to  think  favourable  of  his  Intentions — and 
should  that  be  the  Case  your  Exellency  being  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  his  General  Charracter.  I  make  no  doubt  your 
Excellency  will  favour  him  in  anything  Consistent  with  your 
honour  and  the  Publick  Safetv. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  & 
most  humb'e  Serv't 


Thos.  Palmer. 


New  Burgh  19th  March  1778. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1198.] 
Jonathan  Brooks  Files  Two  Grievances  in  Writing. 
Sir,  I  Beg  your  Exelences  Indulgence  and  your  favarable  Notis 
a  few  moments  till  I  Relate  to  you  two  grievences  I  Labour  under, 
as  I  know  not  how  to  be  Redrest  without  your  Notis.  Sir,  the 
first  is  that  ye  10th  of  November  Last  past,  I  had  two  valuable 
horses  taken  from  me  by  a  quarter  mast,  of  Genl.  Larrad'sBeegade, 
who  told  me  that  if  I  would  send  or  Come  to  Ghoshen  they  shoald 
Be  releaved;  accordingly  I  went  But  was  Denide  my  horses  both 
By  ye  qua.  M.  of  the  Beegade  and  ye  Corn.  Commandant,  which 
was  Conl.  Baley,  till  they  got  other  teems  to  moove  on  again. 
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But  it  seems  they  was  som  what  put  to,  to  git  teems, -and  so  took 
my  horses  with  them  so  that  I  have  not  got  them  to  this  Day,  and 
have  suffered  much  for  want  of  them;  now  if  your  Exelence 
please,  I  Expect  that  if  you  would  give  me  a  few  Lines,  as  your 
wisdom  shall  Direct  to  general  Washenton,  I  would  hope  I  should 
Be  Bedrest;  my  other  grievance  is  that  as  I  was  appointed  one  of 
ye  Commisioners  for  granting  Licence  to  transport  flower  out  of 
this  state,  a  Report  without  foundation  has  prevaild,  that  I  have 
Been  wilfully  gilty  of  Doing  Rong  In  the  Excecution  of  that 
office,  which  I  am  positive  was  never  my  Intention,  and  think  it  in 
my  power  to  sattisfye  your  Exelence  and  Every  other  unpre- 
gidensed  person  of  my  Innosency  had  I  an  opertunity;  so,  sir,  I 
also  Begg  that  in  your  wisdom  you  would  appoint  some  mode 
that  I,  with  Mr.  Bruster,  ye  Bareer  hereof,  may  have  an  oper- 
tunity suddenly  to  Cleare  our  Caracters  in  that  affair.  I  should 
not  have  had  wrote  to  you  But  a  Come  my  self,  But  Being  alone 
and  so  Confinde,  I  Could  not  Come ;  if  your  Excelence  pleases  to 
grant  me  these  favours  I  shall  always  Look  on  my  self  as  your 

most  humb.  and  Obd.  ser. 

Jonathan  Brooks. 
Bethlem  Orring  County. 

March  19  1778. 

To  His  Exelence  Gorge  Clinton  at  Pokipsee. 


[No.  1199.] 

SCHENECTADY  DECLARES  A  GRIEVANCE. 

Against  Billeting  of  Troops,  the  Discrimination  in  Favor  of  Albany 
and  One  Man  Holding  Three  Positions. 

To  the  Committee  of  Schenectady, 

Gentlemen,  We  the  Inhabitants  of  this  town  &  Distract  beg 

Leave  to  Lay  before  you  a  state  of  Grievences  which  (in  our 


64  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

opinions)  we  have  Jus1  cause  to  Complain  of,  and  as  you  are  ap- 
pointed by  ns  to  the  Oare  and  management  of  the  public  affairs  in 
this  District,  It  is  though  your  Means  we  Look  for  and  Expact 
Redress. 

In  the  first  place  yon  know  that  a  Barracks  was  Built  Here  for 
the  Reception  of  Such  Troops  as  might  be  ordered  Here  from  time 
to  time,  in  order  that  the  Inhabetants  Should  be  free  from  the 
Trouble  and  expence  of  Having  them  billited  on  them;  that  not- 
withstanding this.  Last  fall  the  Barrecks  was  Converted  into  an 
Hospital  and  the  troops  to  be  quartered  here  was  billeted  on  us, 
which  have  been  Both  troublesom  and  finding  them  with  firewood 
attended  with  a  Great  deal  of  Expence.  which  we  have  not  had 
the  Least  allowance  for  but  hope  you  wil  indevour  to  procure  us 
a  proper  Confederation  for  it. 

Secondly,  the  director  of  the  Hospital  appointed  a  Comissary, 
and  under  him  a  Number  of  other  officers  for  that  Department, 
who  are  a  part  Disafaeted  persons  to  the  States,  which  we  look  to 
be  both  Verry  ungenerous  and  unjust  to  appoint  Enemys  to  the 
<  Jountry  to  posts  of  profite  while  so  many  true  friends  are  in  want 
of  bread;  and  altho  the  Sick  have  been  intirely  removed  from  the 
hospital  Some  Consederable  time  ago,  a  Docter  Commessary, 
Deputy  Commessary  and  their  attendents  are  still  keep  in  pay, 
which  we  look  upon  to  be  intirely  a  waste  of  the  public  money, 
and  as  we  Expect  to  Bear  a  part  of  the  public  Expence  we  Cannot 
help  Complaining  of  this  abuse  and  hope  that  they  may  be 
Immediately  Discharged. 

Thirdly,  that  Great  partiallity  hath  hetherto  Been  Shewen  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Albany,  apointing  them  in  preference  to  us  to 
posts  and  places  in  the  public  Service,  tho  the  far  greatest  parte 
of  the  Citizens  of  Albany  are  in  Some  public  posts,  there  is  only 
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three  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  Imployed  in  public  Service  (Ex-  * 
elusive  of  Soldiers);  That  they  not  Settesfyed  with  filling  all  the 
posts  in  Albany  with  their  own  friends  but  have  Sent  a  Oom- 
misary  and  Commisary's  Clark  here  to  act,  while  we  are  Confident 
we  have  people  Enough  Capable  to  fill  Such  places. 

That  Upon  all  Ocations  when  the  Melitia  is  Called  out,  we  have 
Sent  three  men  to  the  field  for  one  that  the  City  of  Albany  have 
done,  they  being  Chiefly  Exempt  By  the  public  Employment  they 
bold;  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  do  their  duty;  this  we  look 
upon  to  be  unjust  and  must  beg  Leave  to  tell  you  that  we  Expact 
a  more  Equatable  Distribution  of  public  offices  will  be  made; 
That  we  at  all  times  are  willing  to  do  out  part  of  the  public  Ser- 
vice, providing  we  Can  Keep  Some  proportion  of  the  public  Bene- 
fit, and  unless  we  can  have  that,  we  disvice  you  will  not  call  on 
us  for  any  further  Services,  but  on  those  who  are  filling  their 
pockets  while  many  of  us  are  in  Dainger  of  Suffering  for  want. 

Fourth] v,  that  one  of  the  three  Gentlemen  in  this  town  im- 
ployed  in  the  public  Sarvice,  hold  no  less  then  four  posts  viz  A. 
D.  Quarter  Master  General,  D.  Commisary,  D.  Barrack  Master, 
D.  Forrage  Master,  which  we  look  upon  to  be  unjust  for  so  many 
posts  to  be  given  to  one  man  while  so  many  are  in  want  and  have 
none  at  all. 

Gentlemen  These  are  the  Grevences  we  at  present  Complain  of 
and  in  full  assurance  that  they  will  be  redressed  as  far  as  in -your 
superior  Judgment  they  ought  and  in  your  power  to  procure  we 
Remain. 

Gentlemen  with  the  Greatest  Respect  your  most  humble  Sar- 
vants 
Schonectady  March  the  20th  1778. 

Abraham  Swits,   Major;   Jelles   Fonda,    Capt;   Abraham   Je 
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Tiuax;  John  Mynders,  Capt.;  Thomas  B.  Banker,  Capt;  Laurance 

M  ynders. . I  Jcnl ;  Jesse  Van  Slyck,  Capt;  Jacobus  Peek,  Lieut. 

Artni  s.  Vedder,  A 1 1  mm  t  s.  Veedder,  Jacobus  V.  Sice,  Harm<'ii 
Mynders,  Jacob  Fonda,  Fradrick  Clute,  John  F.  Clute,  Isaac 
Clnte,  John  Empie,  Thomas  Barope,  Byckert  V.  Vranken.  Dirick 
V.  Vranken,  Jillis  Van  Vorst,  Mathis  Clark,  Johanis  D.  Fort, 
Danial  Fort,  Philip  Grodt,  Isaac  Rosa,  Daniel  Cornue,  Peter 
Peterson.  .Jacob  S.  Vroman,  Abraham  V.  Vorst,  Henry  Van  Drie- 
son.  Caleb  Truex,  David  Frank,  John  Crowshorn,  Isaac  Suits, 
Henry  Dowler,  Elias  Rosa,  Cornelius  V.  De  Volger,  John  Clute, 
John  B.  Vroman,  Ahaswerus  Gk  Marselis,  John  Coral,  John 
Combs,  Cornelius  Groot,  Abraham  P.  Truax,  Andrew  Truex, 
Hendrick  Veeder,  Simon  John  V.  Antwerp,  Cornelius  De  Graff, 
Simon  J.  Vroman,  John  Ogdon,  John  Van  Dreson,  William  Ly- 
t hall,  Nicholas  Barhuydt,  Walter  Vroman. 
Schonectady  Committee  Chamber  24th  March  1778. 

The  above  is  a  Hue  Ooppy  taken  from  the  original. 

And'vv  McFarlan  Chair'n. 


[No.  1200.] 

Colonel  Francis  Barber  Notifies  Clinton  That  Washington  and  Howe 
Have  Arranged  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

Hanover,  March  20th  '78. 

Sir.  When  I  left  Camp  I  promised  myself  the  Honor  of  waiting 
npon  you,  but  through  badness  of  Roads  &  other  Contingencies 
the  Term  of  my  furlough  is  so  far  elapsed  as  to  prevent  my 
traveling  farther. 

!The  Season  of  the  Year  has  prevented  any  principal  events 
taking  place  between  the  two  armies,  except  an  Accommodation 
for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners.     Gen.  Howe  had  at  length  ac- 
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ceded  to  Gen.  Washington's  Terms,  and  the  tenth  instant  was 
the  day  appointed  for  Commissioners  from  both  to  set  in  Ger- 
mantown  to  settle  the  Exchange. 

The  army  is  undergoing  another  Change  I  hope,  much  for  the 
.better.  The  number  of  Officers  is  considerably  reduced;  which 
will  afford  an  opportunity  of  dismissing  the  unworthy.  Field 
Officers  are  allowed  Companies;  and  the  regimental  Staff  are  to 
be  taken  from  the  Line,  with  an  additional  pay.  Instead  of 
three,  there  are  to  be  only  two  Subalterns  to  each  Company,  a 
Lieut,  and  Ensign;  and  nine  Companies  in  a  Regiment,  one  of 
which  will  be  Light  infantry  to  be  embodied  in  Battalion  during 
Campign  Service. 

From  the  unsettled  Office  my  brother  held  in  the  army,  that  of 
Adjutant  in  one  of  the  sixteen  additional  Regiments  which  are 
to  be  reduced,  I  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  return  to  his  native 
Province,  not  doubting,  if  there  should  be  an  active  Campeign 
here  the  ensuing  Summer,  that  he  might  obtain  an  Appointment 
worthy  his  Acceptance.  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  recom- 
mending him  to  your  Excellency's  Notice. 

I  can  with  safety  represent  him  possessed  of  merit  and  Abili- 
ties. His  Capacity  and  Education  is  good;  his  Industry  &  Appli- 
cation to  the  Duties  of  an  Officer  has  rendered  him  an  exact 
Disciplinarian;  and  his  Courage  &  Conduct  in  Action  has  ever 
been  approved.  In  short  his  Behaviour  was  such  the  last  Cam- 
peign as  to  induce  Gen.  Conway  to  place  particular  Confidence 
in  him,  and  I  will  venture  to  vouch  for  his  honoring  any  Appoint- 
ment adequate  to  his  Abilities  &  Experience. 

I  am  Sir,  with  respect  your  Excellency's  most  humble  Servant 

F.  Barber. 
Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  1201.] 
Militiamen   Exceedingly  l!<luctant  to  Gome  Forward. 

Albany,  20th  March  1778. 
Sir,  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  0th  Instant*  I  have  Rec'd. 
Agreeable  to  your  Bequest  I  have  Immediately  on  the  Receipt 
of  your  let  (or,  wrote  to  the  Several  Colonells  of  my  Brigade  &' 
Requested  them  to  point  out  to  me  such  Officers  as  are  disquali- 
fied to  serve  their  Country  from  disaffection  or  other  Cause;  I 
have  pressed  them  to  do  it  without  delay;  as  soon  as  I  am  fur- 
nished therewith  I  will  Transmitt  it  to  your  Excellency.  A  few 
days  ago  I  saw  Collo.  Williams  from  Charlottee  County;  he  tells 
me  it  is  Impossible  for  them  to  furnish  any  men;  of  the  320  men 
Ordered  to  be  Embodied  out  of  this  County,  only  78  Officers 
Included  are  come  to  this  Place;  there  appears  a  most  Shamefull 
neglect  &  I  am  Inclined  to  think  the  Officers  are  to  Blame.  The 
manor  of  Livingston's  Proportion  was  31,  &  only  three  have  ap- 
peared here  as  yet.  A  Militia  Law  is  Exceedingly  wanted.  I 
hope  it  will  no  longer  be  delayed.    With  great  Respect  I  Remain 

Your  ExcelPcy's  Most  humble  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 

*See  pages  13-14. 
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[No.. 1203.] 
The  Origin  of  the  "  Silver  Grays" 

Fishkill  March  20th  1778. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  I  Rec'd-y'r  Excellencies  Letter 
this  Day  with  Order  to  turn  out  one  third  part  of  this  Regt. 
Imineadiately  to  march  to  West  Point  there  being  a  Number  of 
Exempts  within  the  Destrict  of  this  Regt.  Such  as  have  had 
Commissions  in  Service  and  others  Refugees  from  Below  who 
had  Commissions  there  in  Service  and  in  the  Militia  and  such  as 
Calls  themselves  "  Silver  Greys  ''  those  persons  Insists  that  they 
are  not  Bound  to  do  Duty  nor  obliged  to  turn  out  when  the 
militia  are  Call'd  upon  which  has  Created  Great  Uneasiness  in 
this  Regt.  Especially  among  the  Elder  sort  of  people  because 
among  those  Exempts  are  a  Number  of  young  People.  I  would 
therefore  be  Glad  to  know  y  r  Excellencies  Pleasure  whether 
those  persons  are  Liable  to  Join  the  Regt.  &  whether  it  is  in  my 
power  to  Command  them  to  do  Duty  in  Proportion  with  this 
Regt.  Would  be  Glad  y'v  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  send 
an  answer  p'r  Bearer  so  that  I  may  proceed  accordingly.  From 
y'r  most  Hble.  &  Obdt.  serv't 

Abr'm  Brinckerkoff  Lt.  Coll. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &c.  of  the 

State  of  New  York. 


Sir,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  answer  to 
your  Letter  to  him  of  yesterdays  date  to  Inform  you,  that  if  there 
are  any  Exempts  by  Militia  Law  in  your  Regt.  he  Conceives 
neither  you  nor  himself  can  call  them  into  the  present  Service 
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-   Exempts  if  any  there  are  musl  be  Considered  as  Such  a  part 

of  your  Regt.  from  which  your  presenl  Quota  is  to  be  taken.     I 

am  sir  Your  Bble.  Ser't 

[Secretary  to  G.  C] 

<  «»li».  Brinckerhoff. 


[No.  1204.] 

The   Governors   of  New   York   and    Connecticut  Requested   to  Aid 
General  McDougall  in  Completing  the  Defences  of  the  Hudson. 

In  Congress;  21"  March  1778. 

Resolved,    That  gov'r  Clinton  &  gov  r  Trumbull  be  requested 

to  give  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  general  McDougal  for 

perfecting  the  defence  of  the  North  river. 

Extract  from  the  minutes; 

Belcher  P.  Smith  sec.  p.  Tern. 


GOVERNOR  CLINTON  APPEALS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

He  Desires  Immediate  Action  Taken  Against  Suspects — The  Order 
for  the  Militia  to  Proceed  to  the  Highlands. 

•Gentlemen,  You  will  herewith  receive  a  Resolution  of  the 
Honorable  the  Congress,  of  the  12th  of  March,  Instant.  The 
Subject  of  it  is  highly  important,  and  demands  your  most  serious 
Attention.  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you,  that  divers  dis- 
affected Persons  and  Families  dwell  and  reside  in  the  Vicinity 
of  several  of  the  Posts,  Forts  and  Passes  in  this  State,  and  that 
there  is  great  Reason  to  suspect,  that  they  are  instrumental  in 
giving  the  Enemy  important  Intelligence  from  Time  to  Time,  of 
their  State  and  Condition.  It  is  not  in  my  Power  to  remove 
them,  and,  therefore,  submit  to  you  the  Propriety  of  speedily 
devising  some  Means  whereby  they  may  be  removed.     This  Busi- 

♦From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
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ness  calls  for  the  greater  Dispatch,  as  the  Season  for  military 

Operations  approaches  fast.     It  is  also  proper,  that  you  should 

be  informed,  that  there  are  in  this  State,  certain  Persons  who 

have  collected  considerable  Quantities  o'f  Provisions  of  various 

Kinds,  which  they  refuse  to  sell  at  the  current  Price,  for  Paper 

Money.     This  Evil,  unless  immediately  remedied,  may  prove  of 

dangerous  Consequences,  as  there  is  Reason  to  presume,  that 

those  Supplies  are  intended  for  the  Use  of  the  Enemy. 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you,  that  some  late  Accounts  I 

have  received  of  the  Movements  of  the  Enemy,  have  induced  me 

to  order  a  considerable  Body  of  the  Militia  to  the  Posts  in  the 

Highlands,  as  well  to  provide  for  their  Defence,  as  to  forward 

the  Works  erecting  there  to  secure  the  Navigation  of  Hudson's 

River.     Should  the  operations  of  the  Enemy  render  it  necessary 

to  call  a  greater  Proportion  of  the  Militia  into  the  Field,  I  shall 

think  it  my  Duty  to  head  them;  and  therefore,  I  flatter  myself, 

that  the  more  important  Objects  only  of  the  Legislature,  will, 

for  the  present,  engage  their  Attention. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  March  21,  1778. 


[No.  1205.] 
In  Regard  to  the  Sale  of  Lottery  Tickets. 

Albany  ye  21st  March  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  Directed  to  make  a  Return  to  the  Sitting  Man- 
agers of  the  United  States  Lottery  How  many  Tickets  I  have 
disposed  of  and  what  Remain  on  hand.  You  will  please  to  In- 
form me  the  number  you  have  Disposed  of  the  800  Tickets  sent 
you.  I  Remain  with  great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most 
Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  Commiss'r  State  N.  Y. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1206.] 
Colonel  Hay  Demies  an  Allegation. 

Haverstraw  March  23d  1778. 
Sir,  The  day  before  yesterday  I  saw  Judge  Coe  who  informed 
me,  that  you  told  him  that  you  had  wrote  me  two  Letters,  and 
that  you  was  much  surprised  that  I  had  not  answered  either  of 
them,  I  do  assure  you  upon  my  word  and  Honor  that  I  have  not 
received  a  Single  Line  from  your  Excellency,  since  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  New  Windsor  a  little  after  the  reduction 
of  Fort  Montgomery. 

I  beg  your  Excellencv  will  now  communicate  the  Contents  of 
the  above  mentioned  Letters,  and  your  Excellency's  orders  shall 
be  punctually  complied  with.  I  am  with  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Hum.  Serv't 

A.  Hawkes  Hay. 

X.  B.  Please  excuse  great  haste  &  the  want  of  Paper. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1207.] 
Returns  of  Colonel  1/11(11^0^8  Regiment. 
Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  of  the.  County  of  Dutchess 
;uiil  State  of  New  York,  Command'd  by  Collonel  Henry  Ludinton. 
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[No.  1208.] 

Colonel  Malcom  Recommends  William  Barber  as  an  Aide-de-Camp 

to  Governor  Clinton. 

Wallkill  March  23rd  1778. 

iSir,  My  neighbour  Mr.  Barber  just  now  informs  me  that  he  is 
told  you  have  vacancys  for  one  or  two  Young  Gentlemen  as 
Secret'ys  or  A.  D.  C's  and  he  is  desirous  to  have  his  Son  William 
in  your  Excellency's  family — if  you  want  an  Aid  D  Camp,  I  am 
pretty  certain  that  this  Gentleman  woud  answer  your  purpose 
well.  He  was  sick  when  I  join'd  the  army  last'  fall,  so  that  T 
was  not  in  field  with  him  &,  therefore,  do  not  speak  of  him  from 
my  own  Knowledge — but  he  acted  as  Major  of  Brigade  to  General 
Conway  who  highly  praises  him,  as  does  the  General  voice  of  the 
Brigade,  and  many  of  the  officers  are  very  competent  judges  of 
military  meritt. 

I  sett  out  for  camp  on  Thursday  or  Friday,  to  make  good  my 
promise  to  Lord  Stirling — for  any  other  purpose  it  woud  be  need- 
less to  go,  as  the  Regiment  is  or  will  be  annexed  to  another,  iu 
consequence  of  the  new  arrangement,  I  hope  to  return  in  three 
weeks  to  the  plough.  My  neighbour  Dr.  Clinton  is  well — be 
pleased  to  present  my  respects  to  your  Lady  &  believe  me  to  be 
very  Sincerely  Sir  Your  much  oblidg.  &  very  Hble.  Serv't 

W.  Malcom. 

Major  Pawling  waits  for  my  going  down,  &  will  come  up  with 
me.     I  imagine  he  is  wanted  as  I  hear  the  regt.  is  going  on. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York. 
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[No.  1209.] 

Governor  Clinton    [fakes  a  Diplomatic  Reply  to  Captain  Dermis' 

Request. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr:  I  understand  there  is 
Likely  to  Be  Conisderable  of  an  Alteration  in  Col:  Humfrey's 
Ridgt.  Concerning  officers,  By  A  Late  Return  Made  By  Lt.  Col. 
Vandeburgh  which  Return  was  Made  Without  the  old  Gentleman 
Having  any  agency  in  the  Matter,  Which  if  Should  take  Place 
will  Be  Very  Disagreeable  to  the  Ridgt.  in  General,  Altho'  its 
impossible  to  Please  Every  Body  in  Such  Cases,  if  the  Matter  has 
not  Past  the  Board  of  Appointment  For  that  Purpose,  Should  it 
Be  agreeable  to  your  Pleasure  to  Consult  Col.  Humfrey  Further 
upon  the  Matter,  For  the  Publick's  Good,  Will  Be  a  Singular  Fa- 
vour; as  For  my  Part  I  have  not  any  Private  Prejudice  against 
anv  Person  or  Publick  View  But  as  one  Individual  with  Esteem 
to  the  Publick's  Good,  Conclude  the  Publick's  Sincere  Friend  and 

your  Must  Humb'e  Serv't 

Jona.  Dennis. 
Beekmans  Precinct,  March  2:3d  1778. 


Poughkeepsie  24th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  23d 
Instant.  It  is  sonic  Days  since  the  Council  of  Appointment  coin- 
pleated  the  Appointments  of  Officers  for  your  Regiment,  tho  not 
altogether  agreable  to  the  Returns  made  by  Colo.  Humfrey  or 
that  made  by  Colo.  Arandenbergh  &  the  other  Field  Officers  of  the 
Regiment.  It  was  my  wish  that  Colo.  Umfrey  when  he  handed 
me  his  Return  woud  have  staid  the  Evening  &  attended  the  Coun- 
cil  of  Appointing.     I  asked  him  to  do  it  but  he  declined.     This 
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being  the  Case  I  coud  only  lay  his  Return  with  what  he  men- 
tioned to  me  before  the  Council  which  was  faithfully  done.     I 

am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

[To  Jona.  Dennis.] 


[No.  1210.] 

President  Laurens  Notifies  Governor  Clinton  of  Several  Important 

Acts  of  Congress. 

York  Town  24th  March  1778. 

Sir,  Since  the  date  of  my  last  trouble  to  Your  Excellency  of  the 
12th  Inst,  by  Brown,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Con- 
gress Your  Excellency's  favors  of  the  5th*  &  7th  the  latter  came 
through  General  Washington's  hands — the  first  was  committed  to 
a  special  Committee  who  have  not  yet  Reported.  I  have  no  other 
Commands  on  me  relative  to  the  very  important  subjects  of  You/ 
Excellency's  Letters  but  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  21st  request- 
ing Your  Excellency  &  Gov'r  Trumbull  to  afford  General  McDou- 
gal  every  assistance  in  your  power  for  perfecting  the  defence  of 
the  North  River  which  will  be  found  within  the  present  Inclosure* 
together  with  another  Act  of  the  ltithf  for  obtaining  information 
from  the  several  Spates  of  their  determinations  respectively  on  the 
Recommendations  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Morris  being  still  on  Duty  in  a  Committee  at  General  Wash 
ington's  Camp,  the  State  of  New  York  remains  unrepresented.     1 
need  not  intimate  to  Your  Excellency  that  our  Union  is  suffering 
in  its  most  essential  Interests  from  a  want  of  full  &  competent 


*See  pages  868  and  872,  VoJume  II. 
t Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  president  to  the  respective  states, 
informing  them,  that  the  multiplicity  and  importance  of  the  business  of  Congress, 
during  the  war,  will  require  the  constant  attention  of  at  least  three  members  from 
each  state;  that,  from  the  want  thereof,  the  health  of  members  has  been  frequently 
impaired,  and  the  public  business  greatly  obstructed;  and  that  Congress  request  their 
immediate  attention  to  this  as  a  matter  of  great  moment. 
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Representation.  Every  State  must  have  felt  the  111  effects  of  our 
general  delinquency.  I  hope  we  shall  awaken  by  degrees  &  in  time 
to  ward  off  an  intolerable  lash.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  With  the 
most  perfect  Esteem,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  & 

hum.  serv't 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  New  York. 


[No.  1211.] 
Relativi  to  the  Schenectady  Committee's  Remonstrance. 

Schonectady  Committee  Chamber  March  24th  1778. 
Honoured  Sir,  We  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  Coppy  of  a  Remon- 
strance laid  before  us,  by  a  Respectable  body  of  the  Inhabitents  of 
this  district,  and  as  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  Redress  of  any 
of  the  grievances  therein  Complained  of,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  it 
before  your  Excellency,  hoping  that  you  will  grant  (or  procure1! 
them  Such  Redress  as  in  your  wisdom  Seems  Just.  We  are  Hon- 
oured Sir  with  Greatest  Respect  Your  most  Hubl.  Serv'ts  By  order 

of  Committee 

And'w  McFarlan,  Chai'n. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1212.] 

General  Conway  Evinces  a  Disposition  to  Co-operate  with  Governor 

Clinton. 

Albany,  the  24th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  hav<-  receiy'd  yesterday  a  Letter  from  General  Gates 
president  of  the  Board  of  War  Directing  me  by  orders  of  Con- 
gress to  remain  in  command  at  Albany.     My  Chief  object  and 
Desire  is  to  cooperate  with  your  excellency,  in  opposing  the  at- 
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tempts  of  the  ennemy  upon  this  state.     I  should  esteem  it  a  partic- 
ular favour  if  you  would  please  to  advise  me;  and  I  Begg  you  will 
be  persuaded  that  I  will  make  it  a  point  to  comply  with  your  in- 
tentions.   I  have  Demanded  an  exact  return  of  the  artillery,  small 
arms  and  ammunition  now  at  Albany,  and  will  let  you  know  our 
situation  as  to  these  articles  as  soon  as  possible.     I  find  with 
much  concern  that  the  troops  in  this  Quarter  fall  very  short  of 
what  they  were  Last  November.     The  Number  of  furloughs  is 
prodigious.     I  have  Directed  the  commanders  of  Regiments  to 
call  in  their  men  immediately,  and  if  you  think  it  adviseable  I 
could  wish  that  printed  advertisements  might  be  sent  to  the 
Diferent    committees   in    the    eastern    states    for    that    purpose. 
Coll.  Nixon's  Regiment  Belonging  to  General  Nixon's  Brigade 
is   quarter'd   at   Farmington.    Does   not   your   excellency   think 
it    would    be    proper    to    order    that    Regiment    to    repair    to 
Poughkeepsie  or  to  the  West  Point  where  I  imagine  they  would 
be  usefull?    The  artillery  and  stores  at   Farmington   could   be 
guarded  by  some  militia.     I  Do  not  know  whether  I  can  with 
propriety  send  orders  to  that  Regiment.     In  this  and  every  other 
occurrence  I  wish  to  be  Directed  by  your  advice.     I  am  with  Re- 
spect, sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Tho.  Conway. 
P.  S.  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Dyckenn  at  Poughkeepsie  has  or  can 
procure  a  Large  quantity  of  shoes  to  the  amount  of  four  thou- 
sand pairs;  this  article  is  very  much  wanting  for  the  troops  in 
this  quarter,  what  shoes  have  been  issued  out  of  the  Clothier  Gen- 
eral's stores  can  not  be  us'd  as  they  are  generally  so  small  that 
they  can  hardly  fitt  Children. 
To  his  Excellency  Governour  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 
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[No.  1213,] 

The  United  States  Treasurer  Reports  the  Arrival  of  the  Copper  Plate 

-    Printer,  Kinnan, 

York  Town,  March  25th  1778. 

Honored  Sir,  Your  goodness  I  doubt  not  will  excuse  me  for 
troubling  jou  in  behalf  of  the  Public,  and  for  my  not  having  any 
acquaintance  your  way  to  write  to. 

Have  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  William  Kinnan  the 
Copper  plate  printer  you  were  pleas'd  to  send  us.  We  have  now 
to  request  the  favour  that  you'll  please  get  purchased  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Post,  at  Poughkeepsie  about  10  or  12  lb.  of  Frankford 
Black,  that  the  same  be  well  pack'd  up  and  sent  hence  P  the  first 
Express  coming  to  Congress.  Youll  please  to  address  the  same 
to  me,  and  draw  for  the  amount  on  Honor'd  Sir  Your  most  Obed't 

Serv't 

M'l  Hillegas,  Treas'r  to  ye  United  States. 

Let  me  pray  you  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible,  as  it  is  much 

wanted  by  the  public. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1214.] 

THE   ALBANY   COMMITTEE   AND   GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

Dr.  Hayes's  Proposition  Vetoed — Disposition  of  British  Prisoners 

and  of  the  Disaffected. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  17th  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the  4th  *inclosing  a  List  of 
the  Names  of  sundry  Persons  enlisted  under  one  Stephen  Hooper 
and  that  of  the  9th  Instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  former,  Capt.  Price  was  dispatched  with  a  Party  to 

*See  page  839,  Volume  II. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  81 

apprehend  and  secure  the  Persons  mentioned  on  the  List;  he  was 
so  far  successful  as  to  apprehend  Hooper  and  Van  Hening  the 
principals  and  ten  of  their  accomplices  who  are  in  close  Custody; 
several  of  them  have  been  examined  but  no  confession  could  be 
extorted  from  either  of  them.  The  Committee  will  however  leave 
no  means  unessayed  to  obtain  a  full  discovery  and  thereby  en- 
deavour to  defeat  any  Conspiracy  that  may  be  on  foot. 

Your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  proper  Notice  will  be 
taken  of  Huyck  and  Carpenter  upon  their  return  from  New  York. 

The  Committee  have  also  directed  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
their  wish  if  it  can  be  effected  to  have  Alexander  White,  late 
Sheriff  of  Tryon  County,  exchanged  for  some  one  of  our  Friends 
now  in  Captivity  at  New  York,  and  they  could  wish  your  Excel- 
lency would  endeavour  to  Negotiate  an  exchange  in  such  manner 
as  you  shall  think  proper. 

Joshua  Bloore  has  applied  to  the  Committee  for  their  recom- 
mendation to  your  Excellency  for  leave  to  go  with  his  Family  to 
England.  The  Committee  have  also  directed  me  to  inform  you 
that  they  have  no  objections  to  his  going  but  could  wish  to  have 
him  and  Family  exchanged  if  such  exchange  can  be  effected. 

As  the  River  is  now  opening,  and  as  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  Enemy  will  endeavour  to  come  up  the  River — the  Com- 
mittee would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  have  the  Tory  Prisoners  removed  from 
this  Place. 

The  Committee  have  been  informed  that  Doctor  Hayes  the 
Director  of  the  Brittish  Hospital,  has  applied  for  leave  to  remove 
his  Hospital  to  New  York.  As  the  Doctor  and  his  Assistants  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  the  Committee 
conceive  it  highly  improper  that  his  request  should  be  granted, 
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and,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  hint  to  the  Commanding  Officer  not  to 
permit  Dr.  Hays  to  remove  the  Hospital  to  New  York  and  that  he 
be  advised  to  order  them  together  with  all  Brittish  Prisoners  in 
this  and  Tryon  Counties  to  be  removed  to  one  of  the  Eastern 

Slates. 

If  any  of  the  Troops  now  in  and  about  this  City  are  to  go  down 
to  the  High  Lands,  it  is  the  Committees  wish  that  the  three 
Massachusets  Bay  Regiments  may  be  ordered  to  that  place,  as 
they  would  feign  have  Van  Schaick  and  Hazen's  Regiments  re- 
main here,  not  only  as  they  are  better  disciplined  but  because 
they  are  better  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  this  and  the 
Neighbouring  Counties.  I  am  with  great  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  Obt.  Serv't 

By  order 

John  Barclay  Chairman. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[March  25, 1778.] 

Sir,  I  have  received  the  Committee's  Letter  of  the  17th  Instant, 
&  have  wrote  to  the  Marquis  Lefayette  on  the  Subject  of  the 
British  Hospital  &  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  removing 
the  Prisoners  of  Warr  now  at  Albany  &  adjacent  Parts  to  one  of 
the  Eastern  States.     An  Act*  of  the  Legislature  has  passed  ap- 

♦This  act  was  passed  February  5,  1778.  It  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  at  least  ten  commissioners 
for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies  in  the  state.  These  commissioners,  or  any 
three  of  them  were  given  authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  administer  oaths, 
aud  to  apprehend  and  confine  in  such  manner  and  under  such  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions as  they  should  deem  necessary  for  the  public  safety  "  all  persons  whose  going  at 
large  shall  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  of  them  appear 
dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  state."  They  were  empowered  to  take  "  bonds  and 
ret  ognizances  from  time  to  time  to  the  people  of  this  state  for  the  good  behavior,  safe 
custody  or  appearance  "  of  all  suspects.  It  was  further  decreed  "  that  no  judge  or 
magistrate  shall  bail  any  of  the  persons  who  may  be  confined  by  authority  of  the  said 
commissioners  and  that  no  court  shall  deliver  any  of  the  gaols  within  this  state  of  any 
person  or  persons  so  confined  " — "  unless  sui-.h  persons  shall  have  been  indicted  and 
tried  for  the  offence  or  offences  for  which  he  or  she  shall  have  been  respectively  com- 
mitted." 

By  an  act  of  April  3,  177S,  the  number  of  commissioners  was  increased  to  twenty. — 
State  Historian. 
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pointing  Commissioners  for  detecting  &  Defeating  Conspiracies 
within  this  State  whose  proper  Business  it  will  be  to  do  what  may 
appear  necessary  respecting  the  disafeeted  in  your  Goal.  Next 
Month  I  hope  the  Supreme  Court  will  sit  in  your  County  &  De- 
liver your  Goal  of  many. 

I  shall  be  happy  in  exchanging  Mr.  White  &  the  other  Persons 
you  mention  if  I  shall  be  able  to  effect  it  &  am  Your  Most  Obed't 
Serv't  '  [G.  0.] 

[To  John  Barclay.] 


[No.  1215.] 
Governor  Clinton  Calls  Lafayette's  Attention  to  the  Matter. 

Poughkeepsie  25th  March  1778. 

.  Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  Letter  of  19th  Instant.  I  am  much 
oblidged  to  you  for  the  Attention  you  are  pleased  to  give  to  the 
Security  of  Hudson's  River.*  I  daily  expect  Major  Genl.  McDou- 
gall  to  take  the  Command  of  this  Department  by  which  I  hope  I 
will  in  some  Measure  be  relieved  from  the  Superintendance  of 
that  Business  which  has  hitherto  greatly  interfered  with  my  other 
Duties  as  a  Civil  Magistrate. 

It  is  clearly  my  Oppinion  that  the  British  Hospital  ought  not  to 
be  suffered  to  go  to  New  York  on  any  Account  until  their  exchange 
shall  be  properly  settled.  This  cannot  be  effected  until  a  final 
adjustment  of  their  accounts  due  to  the  respective  States  for 


*The  total  number  of  the  British  forces  in  America  representing  the  effective  fighting 

strength  on  March  26,  1778,  was  as  follows— as  copied  from  the  original  returns  in  the 

State  Paper  Office: 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Rhode  Island. 

British                                   13078 
German                                     5202 
Provincial                               1250 

British                                   3186 
German                                 3689 
Provincial                              3281 

British                                   1610 
German                                  2116 
Provincial                                  44 

ly530 

10456 

3770 

Total  of  the  Army,  33756.— State  Historian. 
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necessaries  found  them  be  made  agreable  to  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  26th  Feb/y.  a  Copy  of  which  I  now  inclose  you.  I 
begg  Leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  Propriety  of  removing  the 
Prisoners  of  War  now  in  Albany  &  the  adjacent  Country  to  some 
of  the  Eastern  States  as  their  Continuance  in  Albany  might  be  an 
Inducement  to  the  Enemy  to  come  up  the  River.     I  am  with 

great  Respect  your  Most  Obed.  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Right  Honble.  The  Marquis  Lefayette. 


[No.  1216.] 
Ebenezer  Stevens  Writes  in  Regard  to  Ordnance. 

Albany,  March  25th  1778. 

Homed  Sir,  Having  been  favour'd  by  the  Marquiss  de  la 
Fayatte  with  a  late  resolve  of  Congress  which  directs  me  to  de- 
liver  all  the  Iron  Ordnance  repaired  or  repairing  in  the  park,  and 
any  quantity  of  Stores  you  may  please  to  call  for  or  Order, — I 
thought  it  proper  to  inclose  a  Copy  of  a  return  just  forwarded  to 
Congress,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  determine,  or  at  least  form 
some  judgment  wheather  the  quantity  on  hand  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  Use  of  this  department  the  approaching  campaign,  or  not, 
and  in  either  case  take  your  directions. 

In  complyance  with  my  duty  and  to  prevent  any  delay  in  for- 
warding what  you  may  have  occasion  for,  I  must  inform  your 
Excellency  that  all  orders  for  Cannon  and  Stores  must  be  drawn 
on  me,  as  the  whole  are  at  present  under  my  immediate  direction, 
and  I  am  accountable  therefor,  that  so  proper  receipts  may  be 
taken  and  bussiness  circulate  through  its  proper  chanell.  Your 
Excellenov  may  rest  assured  that  no  exertions  of  mine  shall  be 
wanting  in  my  department,  but  your  Orders  in  every  instance  in 
my  power  shall  be  expeditiously  executed. 
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Relying  on  your  assistance  in  the  great  work  we  have  on  hand, 

for  which  I  am  directed  to  apply,  and  wishing  your  Excellency 

prosperity  in  your  unweaired  exertions  for  the  publick  safety.     1 

Remain  with  much  Esteem  Yours  to  Command 

Ebenezer  Stevens. 
His  Excellency  Govenor  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton  Submits  Copies  of  Tivo  Letters  to  the  Legislature.  , 

*  Gentlemen,  You  will  herewith  receive  Copies  of  two  Letters  I 
have  lately  received,  the  one  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  the 
other  from  Colonel  Williams. 

The  Subject  Matter  of  both  these  Letters  is  important,  and,  in 

my  Opinion,  merits  the  Attention  of  the  Legislature. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  March  26,  1778. 


[No.  1217.] 
Governor  Clinton  Introduces  Kosciuszko  to  General  Parsons. 

Poughkeepsie,  26th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Inclosed  you  have  a  Return  of  the  Artillery  at  Albany 
which  in  Point  of  Size  fall  extreamly  short  of  what  I  have  had 
Reason  to  expect  &  is  imagined  by  the  Board  of  War.  It  seems 
few  of  the  Heavy  Pieces  which  alone  woud  have  been  serviceable 
for  the  Defence  of  the  River  have  been  brought  forward.  They 
were  it  seems  sent  for  but  too  late.  The  ill  contrived  intended 
Northern  Expedition  occasioned  the  Delay. 

Colo.  Kuziazke  who  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  is  directed  to  act 
as  an  Ingeneer  at  the  Works  for  the  Security  of  the  River  will 

♦From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
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deliver  you  this:     I  believe  you  will  find  him  an  Ingenous  Young 

Mao  &  disposed  to  do  every  Thing  he  can  in  the  most  agreeable 

Manner.     If  you  have  any  News  pray  communicate  it  to  your  Most 

Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Genl.  Parsons. 


[No.  1218.] 

The  Albany  Committee  Withdraws  the  Request  to  Retain  Colonel 
Tan  Schaiclc's  Regiment  in  Try  on  County. 

Albanv  Committee  Chamber  26th  March  1778. 

Sir,  We  wrote  you  some  time  ago  and  requested  that  Collo.  Van 
Schaick's  Regiment  might  remain  here  as  the  Officers  and  Men  of 
that  Regiment  were  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  this  and 
Tryon  Counties.  This  request  has  caused  great  uneasiness  among 
the  Officers,  and  several  of  them  have  absolutely  declared  that 
they  will  resign  their  Commissions  in  Case  the  Regiment  is  again 
divided  and  kept  upon  the  Communication.  The  Collo.  is  also  very 
uneasy  about  it  and  has  earnestly  requested  the  Committee  to 
write  to  your  Excellency  upon  this  Subject. 

I  am,  therefore,  directed  by  the  Committee  to  inform  3-our  Ex- 
cellency that  as  this  matter  gives  uneasiness  they  do  withdraw 
the  request  made  to  3-our  Excellency,  and  wish  the  Regiment  may 
be  gratified  and  put  in  such  a  situation  as  that  thev  mav  have  an 
opportunity  to  serve  their  Country  agreeable  to  their  wishes.  I 
am  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obt.  Serv't 

By  order.  John  Barclay,  Chairman. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  1219.] 

Elizabeth  Galatia  Complains  of  Johnson's  Marauding  Rangers. 

P'hilipse  Burgh  27th  March  1778. 

Honoured  Sir,  I  am  Extremely  Sorry  I  should  have  Occasion  to 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  Complaint  against  any  of  the  Sol- 
diery which  are  under  your  Command,  Especially  at  a  Time  when 
you  must  be  Embarrassed  with  Business  of  the  utmost  Importance 
to  this  State.  But  as  I  am  persuaded  of  your  Excellencies  disap- 
probation of  the  Conduct  pursued,  I  Esteem  it  my  duty  as  a  Sub- 
ject of  the  State,  to  acquaint  you  that  a  few  days  Since  a  Number 
of  armed  men,  Belonging  to  Capt.  Johnson's  Rangers  came  to  the 
House  of  John  Warner  (with  whom  I  Live)  and  destroyed  1  ma- 
hogany Desk  &  Book  Case,  .&  1  Mahogany  Desk  of  my  property, 
and  plundered  me  of  11  yards  Brown  Camblett,  2  Rose  Blankets, 
2  Flannel  Sheets,  2  Black  Silk  Handkerckieves,  1  Muslin  apron,  2 
gauze  Caps  with  Ribbons,  ^  doz.  Gilt  China  Cups  &  Saucers,  2 
Blue  &  White  ditto  1J  yards  of  Silk  Gauze  &  2  yards  of  Ribbon. 

I  Consider  the  above  treatment  to  be  peculiarly  hard  as  my 
Deceased  Husband  and  myself  have  always  been  Strongly  at- 
tached to  the  American  Cause  But  shall  Leave  the  matter  with 
you  and  Subscribe  myself  Your  Excellencies  Most  Obedient  most 

Devoted  and  very  humble  Serv't 

Elizabeth  Galatia. 

To  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1220.] 

Clinton  Apprises  Schuyler  of  His  Appointment  as  a  Delegate  to 

Congress. 

Poughkeepsie  27th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,   I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Legislature 

of  this  State    by  the  respective  Resolutions  of  both  Branches  on 
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the  2oth  Instant  have  appointed  you  an  Additional  Delegate  to 

i  (-present  this  State  in  the    Congress    of    the   United  States  of 

America  to  continue  in  Office  until  the  Expiration  of  the  Time  for 

which  the  present  Delegates  are  appointed.     I  am,  therefore,  to 

desire  that  you  will  repair  to  Congress  &  enter  upon  the  Duties 

of  your  Office  with  as  much  Expedition  as  your  other  Avocations 

will  possibly  admit  of.     To  induce  you  to  this  I  need  only  mention 

that  the  State  at  present  is  unrepresented  in  Congress*  occasioned 

by  the  non  Attendance  of  a  Number  of  the  Members.     You  will 

please  to  make  this  Place  in  your  Route  to  York  Town  that  I  may 

have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  (which  I  earnestly  wish)  &  of 

delivering  you  your  Commission.     With  best  Respects  to  Mrs. 

Schuyler  &  Children  believe  me  with  great  Regard  &  Respect  Your 

Affectionate  H  Serv't 

C  C. 

Your  Favour  of  the  16th  came  safe  to  Hand  for  which  I  thank 

you. 

[To  Gen.  Schuyler.] 


•     [No.  1221.] 

Captain  Robert  Jolinston  Writes  Governor  Clinton  a  Short.  Newsy 

Letter. 

Clarks  Town,  March  27th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  Sent  your  Excellency  one  Barrel  of  Wine  as  I  was 

So  Near  the  River  I  Sold  the  hole  pipe  but  prevaild  on  the  Man 

to  Let  your  Excelancy  have  a  barrel  I  have  also  Sent  you  6  pound 

of  Coffe  by  William  Graham.     I  was  Last  Sunday  Down  below 

Bargin  with  a  Small  Scout  and  took  Nine  fat  Cattle  but  Comeing 

through  Bargin  the  Enhabitence  took  them  from  us  again  and  was 

Glad  to  Make  our  Escape  on  Mund  Night.     I  Sent  a  party  of  Eight 

♦See  pages  77-78. 
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Men  over  to  York  Island  Below  Spiteing  Devil  and  Broght  of  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  pounds  worth  from  one  of  there  Randeves 
houses  Sence  they  have  Sent  a  Ship  of  war  to  Spiteing  Devil  Crick. 
My  Mens  times  are  Near  out  and  Shall  Be  Glad  to  No,  wheather 
I  are  to  Continue,  for  if  there  Be  No  Gards,  Cept  Below,  this  fine 
Country  will  be  over  Run  by  thes  villings  and  the  poor  Enhab- 
itants  become  a  pray  to  them,     from  your  hum.  Servant 

Robrt  Johnston  Capt. 
Sir  I  have  had  No  oppertunity  to  Get  you  Any  Cambrick  but  the 
first  oppertunity,  you  May  Depend  I  Shall  Get  it  and  Send  it  to 
your  Excellincy.  I  Desird  all  the  Capts  here  to  Give  Me  a  List 
of  the  Men  that  will  Not  do  Duty  in  there  Several  Compays  and 
Shall  be  Glad  to  No  wheather  I  have  done  Right.  I  have  So 
Many  Torys  here  that  I  Dare  not  Ride  in  the  Night  any  More. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1222.J 

General  Conway  Changes  His  Opinion  Regarding  the  Four  Months' 

Men. 

Albany  27th  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  propos'd  to  you  yesterday  to  send  the  four  months  militia 

to  Schonectady  in  order  to  relieve  Coll.  Van  Schayk's  Regiment 

but  Coll.  Wyncoop  tells  me  that  the  militia  .now  in  this  town  are 

such  men  as  are  not  to  be  trusted  in  such  a  place  as  Schonectady, 

where  there  are  a  good  many  Disaffected  people  and  that  he 

imagines  that  they  are  fitter  for  the  purpose  of  working  than  for 

any  other  object.     I  thought  to  mention  this  to  you  and  will  act 

according  as  you  Direct.     I  am  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't 

humble  Serv't 

T's  Conway. 

To  his  Excellency  Governour  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie, 


00  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

[No.  1223.] 

Colonel  William   8.   Livingston  in  Distress  Over  the  Loss  of  His 

Horse. 

Beverwyck,  28th  March  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  most  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  News  of 
General  McDougalPs  being  appointed  to  take  the  Command  upon 
the  River,  being  fullv  convinced  that  should  an  Hour  of  Distress 
again  arrive  we  shall  not  want  that  Assistance  which  might  tend 
to  our  relief.  General  Putnam  is  an  easy,  good  natured,  well 
meaning  credulous  old  man,  but  wholly  incapable  of  judging  for 
himself  and  others  in  Time  of  need.  His  Services  in  the  early 
period  of  this  Controversy  were  of  some  Importance  and  a  gen- 
teel Compensation  for  them  accompanying  his  retirement  is  all 
that  he  now  can,  or  ought  to  expect.  A  Friendly  Hint  of  the 
Kind  from  some  intimate  Acquaintance  to  that  purpose  would 
not  perhaps  be  improper. 

I  have  been  waiting  at  Home  to  endeavour  to  purchase  a  Horse 
but  cannot  get  one  in  the  whole  County.  In  the  Fort  I  lost  my 
Horse  Saddle,  Great  Coat,  Sword  &  Pistols  and  where  I  can  re- 
place either  of  them  I  know  not.  Walk  to  the  Regiment  I  can- 
not. I  must  have  a  Horse  or  Stav  at  Home.  If  vou  will  be  so 
obliging  if  you  should  hear  of  any  for  Sale  as  to  let  me  know  it 

1  will  be  much  oblige  to  you.  The  Enemy  I  am  confident  took  no 
Horses  down  to  York  with  them,  so  that  I  am  perswuaded  the 
People  in  that  Neighbourhood  must  be  in  possession  of  mine. 
The  Horse  I  contracted  with  CoL  Shuldon  of  the  Connecticut 
Dragoons  for.  Be  is  branded  in  his  Fore  &  hind  Hoof  with  the 
Letters  A.  L.  D.  He  was  detain'd  there  for  the  Use  of  the 
Garrison.  Machin  rode  him  that  Dav  and  sent  him  several  Ex- 
presses.     I  have  not  paid  Shuldon  for  the  Horse  and  as  he  was 

■ 
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purchased  by  kirn  for  the  Continent  I  think  they  ought  to  loose 
him.  If  you  should  be  of  the  same  Opinion  and  will  Certify  to 
me  his  Detention  I  shall  be  oblig'd  to  you.  Had  he  not  been 
wanted  I  would  have  sent  him  away  with  the  other  one  by  my 
Servant.  As  soon  as  I  can  purchase  a  Horse  or  find  a  Tory  who 
I  can  with  Propriety  take  one  from  I  hope  to  see  you. 

Mrs.  Livingston  and  the  Family  join  in  most  affec'e  regards  to 
you  Mrs.   Clinton  and  all  Friends  with  you   with  your  affec'e 

Friend  And  Very  Hum'e  Serv't 

Wm.  S.  Livingston. 

P.   S.     The  Congress  in  a  similar  Instance  allowed  Donald 
Campbell  for  every  Thing  he  lost  at  the  Illinois  and  why  should 
not  I  be  made  whole? 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York. 


[No.  1224.] 

The  War  Board  Issues  a  Circular  Relative  to  Cartridge  Boxes  and 

Canisters. 

.War  Office  March  28th  1778. 
Sir,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress of  the  19th  instant,*  respecting  the  Troops  destined  to 
reinforce  the  grand  Army.  Unfortunately,  after  they  were 
passed,  they  lay  several  days  before  they  were  handed  to  this 
Board;  but  they  demand  the  most  immediate  attention  &  execu- 
tion. What  gave  rise  to  the  first,  was  an  apprehension  that  the 
recruits  might  be  detained  in  their  respective  states  'till  they 
had  been  inoculated.  This,  the  present  posture  of  our  Affairs 
absolutely  forbids.  The  Campaign  will  soon  open;  and  with  all 
the  diligence  practicable  it  is  to  be  feared  the  reinforcements  will 
not  arrive  in  time  to  enable  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take 

>•■ —  —  -     ■      -        ■  ■  ■■       -  ■  ■  — -  ■■  ■  _,.—         ., —    — . ■— —  -  —  -   -    — 

*See  pages  58-59. 
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measures  the  mosl  necessary  »Sc  advantageous  before  the  Enemy 
get  reinforced. 

General  Washington  has  received  Intelligence  that  they  are 
embarking  Troops  at  New  York,  &  Rhode  Island;  destined  (it  is 
said)  for  Philadelphia;  and  he  is  to  the  last  degree  anxious  to 
have  the  reinforcements  speedily  join  him;  in  the  first  place,  that 
he  may  be  prepared  for  defence;  in  the  second,  to  take  advantage 
of  any  favorable  Circumstance  which  may  happen  to  injure  the 
Enemy.  / 

The  recommendation  to  provide  Cartridge  Boxes,  &  Tin  Canis- 
ters for  Cartridges,  is  given  because  of  the  almost  total  want  of 
them  in  the  public  stores,  and  the  impossibility  of  making  a 
number  in  any  degree  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  Army,  in  the 
public  manufactories,  where  the  Workmen  are  few,  &  it  is  im- 
possible to  encrease  them:  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  Congress, 
the  board  give  the  following  description  of  the  Tin  Canisters. 

They  are  to  be  six  Inches  &  a  half  deep,  or  long;  three  inches 
&  three  quarters  of  an  Inch  broad  (this  breadth  receiving  the 
Cartridges  lengthways,  as  they  lie  in  a  horizontal  position)  and 
two  Inches  &  seven  eighths  of  an  Inch  thick;  (this  thickness  ad- 
mitting four  Cartridges,  to  lay  Side  by  Side).  A  box  of  these 
dimensions,  in  the  Clear,  will  well  Contain  thirty  Six  Cartridges 
with  Ounce  Balls.  A  Wire  is  to  be  fixed  in  all  the  edges  at  the 
Top,  and  then  each  side  turned  down  (outwards)  a  full  half  Inch, 
and  soldered.  The  Cover  is  to  be  a  full  half  Inch  deep,  so  that 
when  fixed  on  the  Cannister,  the  Edges  shall  Come  close  down  to 
the  ledge  form'd  by  the  Inclosed  wire.  This  Cover  at  one  End 
turns  on  a  hinge  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long,  the  wire  (fixed  as 
above  mentioned)  being  laid  naked,  that  space,  for  the  purpose. 
And  a  piece  of  tin  is  run  underneath  this  wire,  doubled  together, 
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&  Soldered  on  the  inside  of  one  End  of  the  Cover.  The  Soldier 
Carries  a  Cannister  by  a  shoulder  belt,  as  he  does  a  Cartridge 
Box;  and  for  this  Reason  the  Cannister  has  fixed  to  it  three  loops 
of  tin,  each  half  an  Inch  wide,  with  the  edges  turned  back,  to  be 
smooth  &  Strong;  one  of  them  is  placed  underneath  the  middle 
of  the  bottom,  and  one  on  each  of  the  narrowest  sides,  the  latter 
at  four  Inches  distance  from  the  bottom  to  their  lower  edges. 
The  loops  are  to  be  bent  down  at  each  end,  and  very  well  soldered, 
leaving  a  Space  to  admif  a  leathern  belt  full  one  inch  &  a  half 
wide,  and  nearly  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick. 

The  Cover  opens  against  one  part  of  the  belt,  which  causes  it 
to  fall  down,  after  a  Cartridge  is  taken  out  by  which  means  the 
rest  are  Secured  from  accidental  Fire.  If  possible,  the  Cannis- 
ters  should  be  Japanned,  or  painted,  to  preserve  them  from  Rust; 
and  all  fixed  with  belts. 

The  Board  are  of  Opinion  that  these  Cannisters  are  preferable 

to  Cartridge  Boxes,  as  they  will  infallibly  Secure  the  Cartridges 

from  rain;  and  their  weight  is  so  trifling  as  to  be  of  no  burthen 

to  the  Soldier.     And  seeing  leather  is  so  scarce  they  will  be   a 

most  Excellent  Substitute  for  Cartridge  Boxes.     I  am,  Sir,  with 

great  Respect,  Your  Most  Obed't  Humble  Serv't 

I  Horatio  Gates  president. 

To  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1225.] 

CAPTAIN  JOHNSON'S  MARAUDING  RANGERS. 

Governor  Livingston  of  New  Jersey  Makes  Complaint  to  Governor 

Clinton  of  New  York. 

Princeton  29  March  1778. 

Sir,  It  is  represented  to  me  that  one  Capt.  Johnson  of  your 

State  commanding  a  company  of  rangers  is  guilty  of  committing 
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great  Depredations  in  the  aortherD  parts  of  this  State.  I  have 
ordered  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  that  part  of  the  Country  to 
take  Depositions  respecting  his  robberies;  but  not  having  yet 
received  them,  I  cannot  charge  him  with  any  particular  robbery. 
But  it  being  at  all  events  improper  for  him  to  exercise  any  mili- 
tary authority  in  New  Jersey  under  a  Commission  from  New 
York,  I  hope  he  will  be  called  from  this  State  by  the  authority 
of  yours,  before  more  disagreeable  measures  become  necessary. 
I  am  with  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  humble  Serv. 

Wil:  Livingston. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  29th  April  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  29th  of 
March  last.  If  Capt.  Johnston  has  committed  any  Robberies  or 
Irregularities  in  your  state  or  elsewhere  it  is  contrary  to  the  most 
positive  Orders  and  I  shall  be  well  pleased  how  soon  &  severely 
he  may  be  punished  for  them.  I  gave  him  particular  Directions 
if  his  Scouts  shoud  at  any  Time  enter  your  State  (which  on  cer- 
tain Occassions  might  be  necessary)  &  shoud  meet  with  any  of 
its  Inhabitants  going  to  or  returning  from  the  Enemy  without 
special  Leave,  to  secure  them  with  the  Eifects  found  with  them 
&  report  them  to  the  nearest  principal  Officer  of  your  State  which 
he,  I  trust  woud  not  be  considered  as  exercising  any  undue  Mili- 
tary authority  in  New  Jersey  under  a  Commission  of  this  State, 
especially  as  the  Company  was  ordered  into  Service  at  the  In- 
stance of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Army  in 
this  Department  &  was  subject  to  his  Orders.  I  have  had  Com- 
plaints made  to  me  ag't  Johnston  &  I  have  pressed  the  Persons 
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who  made  them  to  support  them  by  Proof  that  he  might  be  pun- 
ished &  removed  but  have  never  been  able  to  prevail  upon  them 
to  'do  it. 

I  have  had  Mr.  Peter  Fell  appointed  Major  of  a  Regiment 
raised  in  this  State  for  one  year.  Part  of  it  will  be  stationed  on 
the  Southern  Frontiers  of  this  State  on  the  West  Side  of  the 
River  where  Major  Fell  will  be  stationed  in  Command.  As  he 
is  an  Inhabitant  of  your  State  &  a  prudent  discreet  Officer  I  wish 
he  might  also  have  the  Command  of  such  of  our  Troops  as  may 
be  stationed  in  that  Quarter,  as  I  am  perswaded  it  woud  conduce 
to  the  Safety  of  both  &  coud  not  fail  being  agreable  to  the  In- 

* 

habitants  who* know  him.     I  am  Sir  with  due  Respect  Your  Ex- 

cellencv's  Most  Obed't  Slerv't 

[G.O.] 
[To  Governor  Livingston.] 


[No.  1226.] 

Colonel  Tusten  Gives  Reasons  for  Not  Reporting  a  Full  Quota. 

i  Goshen,  29th  March  1778. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excell'y,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  I  reciev'd 
your  Orders  of  the  19th  Inst't  but  had  anticipated  your  Request 
at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Wisner,  tho  I  confess  I  did  not  think  his 
application  regular,  yet  being  convine'd  that  the  measure  was 
Necessary  &  not  Doubting  it  would  be  approved  of  by  your  Ex- 
cel'y,  I  ventur'd  to  follow  the  Example  of  the  Neighbouring 
Regts.  but  am  not  so  happy  as  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  they 
turnd  out  with  alacrity  in  General;  tho  great  allowencies  ought 
to  be  made  on  account  of  the  smallpox,  it  being  very  generly 
through  the  Regt.  so  that  those  who  have  it  themselves  or  in 
their  Families,  think  they  have  a  proper  Excuse,  whilst  those 
who  have  never  had  it  are  airraid  (and  xiot  without  some  reason) 
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of  stiring  abroad:  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  some  neglect  or 
refuse  to  go,  v\  itb  the  paltry  excuse  of  uot  having  been  paid  for 
their  last  years  services;  which  difficulty  I  hope  you  will  enable 
me  to  obviate  by  paying  the  amount  of  the  several  abstracts  & 
Pay  Rolls  Mr.  Thomson  the  Bearer  hereof  waits  upon  you  with; 
&  if  the  Commissions  for  the  Regt.  are  made  out  you  will  please 
to  send  them  by  the  same  Conveyance,  with  the  Necessary  direc- 
tions for  quallifying  to  our  respective  Officers,  in  order  that  the 
Regt.  might  be  in  such  a  situation  as  that  your  future  Orders 
might  be  obey'd  with  the  greater  facility,  I  hope  also  to  se  very 
soon  a  more  compleat  Sistem  of  Militia  Regulations  suited  to 
our  present  Exigencies  for  our  present  method  of  doing  Business 
is  intolerable,  in  this  Regt.  to  any  man  that  has  not  the  patience 
of  a  Philosopher.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excel'ys  Obed't 

Serv't 

Be'n  Tusten,  Jur. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1227.] 

John  Henry  Suggests  the  East  Side  of  the  Ulster  County  Mountains 

as  a  Clothing  Depot. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 

Sir,  Since  I  waited  on  you  the  beginning  of  cnjs  m0nth  have 
been  at  Shawangnnck  &  believe  can  be  a*^le  -j-0  proCure  a  place 
to  Deposit  the  Cloathing  Stores  of  tb^  gtate  in  The  only  tning 
wanting  in  that  matter  is  your  positiye  Direction,  &  woud  be 
extreamly  happy  to  have  f{  immediatly  in  order  that  i  may 
govern  myself  acc^.^.  Y<m  know  yery  we]]  the  incon. 
venieney  tha^  ^  arfge  frQm  hayeing  any  stores  in  this  quarter 
°f  the  \vorld.  &  as  the  new  Supplies  are  Shortly  expected  in,  it 
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is  highly  necessary  to  have  Some  place  fix't  upon  before  they 
come  to  hand;  here  there  is  no  place,  &  indeed  If  there  was  it 
is  intirely  out  of  the  way  of  doing  business  with  your  Excellency 
or  the  Regiments  which  belong  to  this  State. 

Therefore  woud  be  glad  how  Soon  my  Directions  (for  my  future 
goverment)  Should  come  to  hand.  I  believe  the  Stores  will  be 
much  Safer  in  the  East  Side  of  the  mountain  then  in  this  indian 
Side.  I  shall  wait  your  answer  with  Patience,  at  the  Same  time 
will  expect  to  have  your  written  Direction  along,  how  I  am  to 
act. 

I  am  wishing  your  Excellencey  all  imaginable  Success  in  Secur- 
ing the  Passes  in  the  Highlands  from  the  approaches  of  a  Hostile 
&  barbarous  enemy.  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you,  respecting  the 
request  I  askt  of  you  for  my  brother  Robert,  who  at  present  is 
with  me,  I  hope  you  will  always  find  him  a  good  Subject  &  a 
trusty  Officer. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  real  Esteem  Your  Excellencey's 

Most  Obed't  Hu'ble  Serv't 

John  Henry. 
Rochester  29th  March  1778. 


[No.  1228.] 

RECALCITRANT  MILITIA. 

Governor  Clinton  Prefers  to  Dismiss   Them  Rather  Than  Allow 

Them  to  Make  Trouble. 

Albany  25th  March  1778. 
Sir,  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Beekman  (who  I  have  appointed  to 
the  Command  of  the  four  months  militia),  Informs  me  has  Re- 
ceived Orders  to  hold  himself  in  Readiness  to  go  down  to  the 

Highlands,  that  this  Order  comes  very  Unexpected,,  that  his  men 

'       IT 


98  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

appear  very  Uneasy,  ;is  they  Understood  they  were  to  stay  in  or 
near  Albany.  In  the  later  pari  of  my  Order  for  Embodying  these 
men  (Copy  of  which  I  hereinclose)*  I  make  use  of  the  later  part 
of  vour  Excellency's  letter  of  the  1st  Febrv.  that  in  all  1'roba- 
bility  they  will  be  Stationed  in  or  near  Albany;  they  seem  to 
avail  themselves  of  this,  I  am  well  Convinced  they  will  be  more 
Usefully  Employed  below  then  in  or  near  Albany  yet  if  your 
Excellency  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  Exception  is  well 
founded  1  could  wish  von  Sir  to  hint  the  same  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  here. 

Notwithstanding  my  Orders  &  Col.  Beekman's  writing  since 
by  my  Orders  to  the  Several  Colonels  he  has  not  got  200  men 
Officers  Included  &  Several  without  arms,  this,  my  dear  Sir,  gives 
me  great  pain.  Pray  be  so  good  as  to  Suggest  to  me  what  farther 
Steps  to  take.  I  hope  a  good  militia  Law  so  much  wanted  will 
(if  not  already)  soon  pass.  Last  week  I  saw  Col.  Williams  of 
Charlotte  he  tells  me  they  have  no  men  &  and  that  he  has  wrote 
to  your  Excellency,     I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest 

Respect  Your  very  Obedient  Servant 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
his  ExcelFcy  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


D'r  Sir,  I  am  honored  with  the  rec't  of  your  Letter  of  the  25th 
Inst.  I  am  much  at  a  loss  what  farther  orders  to  give  you  re- 
specting the  militia  who  were  to  be  raised  out  of  your  Brigade 
&  the  County  of  Charlotte.  It  is  Clear  to  me  howTever  if  they 
were  led  to  believe  when  they  Engaged  in  the  Service  that  they 
were  to  Continue  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Albany,  it  will  be 
difficult  if  not  impolitic  to  Send  them  elsewhere,  and  if  they  are 

not  absolutely  Necessary  there  it  may  be  best  to  dismiss  them 

— — — — — > 

-♦Not  found. 
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from  the  Service.  On  this  Subject  I  have  wrote  fully  to  Genl. 
Conway  Commanding  at  Albany  with  whom  you'l  please  to  con- 
sult on  the  Occasion.     Believe  me  with    great    Sincerity  Your 

Friend  &  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
Poughkeepsie  30th  March  1778. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1229.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  WRITES  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

And  Utters  Several  Sound  Military  Ideas  to  General  Conway — ■ 

Guarding  the  Stores  at  Farmington. 

Poughkeepsie,  30th  March  1778. 
I  am  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letters  of  the  24th*  26th 
&  27th  Instant  by  which  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  learning  that  you 
are  to  remain  in  Command  at  Albany.  Be  assured,  Sir,  that 
nothing  in  my  Power  shall  be  wanting  to  render  your  Situation 
agreable  to  3rourself  &  extensively  useful  to  the  Public.  I  am 
sensible  that  a  Number  of  the  Troops  which  were  stationed  last 
Fall  at  Albany  were  permitted  in  the  Winter  to  go  Home  on 
Furlough,  a  practice  which  is  very  Injurious  to  the  Service,  but 
in  the  present  Case  may  be  excusable  in  some  Measure  as  the 
Men  were  almost  naked  &  had  large  arrears  of  pay  due  them  & 
which  was  out  of  the  Power  of  the  then  Commanding  Officer  to 
discharge  &  without  this  Indulgence  Desertions  still  worse 
might  &  most  likely  woud  have  taken  Place.  These  are  the  Rea- 
sons offered  for  the  Officers  in  Exculpation  of  themselves  as  I 
am  informed  and  I  think  they  are  not  without  some  Weight.  No 
Excuse  Can  be  offered,  however,  for  not  collecting  the  Troops 
who  are  thus  dispersed  &  I  woud  advise  that  every  Officer  that 


*See  pages  78-79  and  89.    Conway's  letter  of  March  26  not  found. 
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can  be  spared  be  sent  out  for  the  Purpose  as  I  am  perswaded 
shoud  this  Service  be  left  with  Committees  on  Advertisements 
issued  for  the  Purpose  it  will  be  neglected  or  at  least  imperfectly 
executed. 

I  am  clearly  of  Oppinion  with  you,  that  the  Artillery  &  Stores 
at  Farmington  may  be  guarded  by  the  Militia  of  the  State  and 
that  it  woud  therefore  be  wrong  to  leave  a  whole  Brigade  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  there  for  that  Purpose  at  a  Time  when  their 
Services  are  so  much  wanted  in  the  Field,  particularly  at  West 
Point  where  they  are  by  much  too  weak  even  to  carry  on  the 
Works,  much  less  to  defend  the  different  Passes  shoud  they  be 
attempted.  It  might  perhaps  be  well  to  leave,  with  the  Stores 
at  Farmington  one  or  two  Companies  of  Continental  Troops  un- 
der a  Carful  Active  Officer  if  for  no  other  Purpose  than  to  pre- 
vent plundering  &  to  make  the  Militia  more  alert  than  they  us- 
ually are  when  left  alone. 

If,  Sir,  you  shoud  find  the  four  Months  Militia  such  as  are 
represented  by  Colo.  Wynkoop  &  that  they  continue  to  persist  in 
the  Oppinion  that  by  the  Terms  of  their  Engagement  they  were 
to  continue  the  Neighbourhood  of  Albany  I  woud  rather  in  that 
Case  wish  you  to  desire  Genl.  Tenbroek  to  dismiss  them  the  Ser- 
vice than  to  have  any  Difficulty  with  them;  &  the  more  so  as  I 
have  Reason  to  believe  their  Officers  encouraged  them  to  hope 
this  shoud  be  the  Case,  and  in  this  I  am  warranted  from  the  Re- 
solve of  the  Board  of  War  mentioning  that  they  were  to  replace 
so  many  Continental  Troops  in  Albany.  And  as  we  are  now 
about  making  Drafts  from  the  Militia  to  fill  the  Continental 
Regiments  it  woud  be  impolitic  to  dispute  with  them  or  force 
them  into  Service  on  any  other  than  the  Terms  on  which  they 
supposed  they  engaged. 
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I  am  happy  to  find  you  entertain  the  same  good  Oppinion  of 
Vanschaik's  Regiment  with  myself.  I  wish  they  coud  be  col- 
lected &  brought  into  the  Field.  Men  are  never  so  serviceable 
near  Home  as  at  a  Distance  from  it.  Albany  or  Schonectady, 
therefore,  is  not  the  most  elligible  Situation  for  that  Regiment. 
Suppose  one  of  Nixon's  Brigade  was  ordered  to  Albany  &  Van 
Schaak's  sent  to  this  Quarter. 

Genl.  McDougal  arrived  at  Fishkill  to  take  the  Command  of 

this  Department  on  Satturday  last.     I  will  take  the  Liberty  of 

communicating  such  Parts  of  your  Letters  to  him  as  relate  to  it. 

I  am  perswaded  he  will  be  happy  in  cooperating  with  you  in 

every  Thing  which  may  tend  to  the  Safety  of  the  Country  & 

promote  the  public  Service.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 

highst  Respect  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't. 

[G.  C] 
The  Hon'ble  Genl.  Conway. 

I  was  made  very  happy  in  being  informed  that  Major  Barber 
the  son  of  a  particular  Friend  of  mine  was  one  of  your  Family.  I 
hope  he  is  likely  to  continue  with  you  &  merrit  your  good  Oppin- 
ion. I  think  he  has  a  Military  Turn  &  wish  him  a  continuance 
the  Opportunity  of  improving  it  under  an  Experienced  Officer. 


[No.  1230.] 

Thomas  Moffat  Unable  to  Supply  to  General  James  Clinton  a  List  of 
the  Losses  at  Clinton  and  Montgomery. 

Blooming  Grove,  30th  March  1778. 
S'r,  I  Received  yours  of  yesterday  and  should  have  attended 
with  Col.  Marvin  but  the  circumstances  of  my  family  render  it 
rather  imprudent  for  me  to  be  so  long  from  home,  as  my  attend- 
ance might  require,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  and  as  I  was  not  in  the 
Highlands  when  the  Forts  were  taken,  my  evidence  can  be  of  no 
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real  service  ;is  1  know  of,  unless  it  be  to  give  an  account  of  the 
Number  of  Men  missing  out  of  Col.  Allison's  Regiment,  and  that 
can  be  assertained  better  from  the  Pay  rolls  now  in  the  Pay- 
masters office  at  Fishkill,  than  I  can  giye  it,  as  the  officers  of  the 
different  Companies  who  were  at  the  Fort  and  escaped,  have  ac- 
cording to  your  orders  entered  the  Karnes  of  those  missing  out  of 
their  respective  Companies  and  sworn  to  their  Rolls.  If  they 
should  be  necessary  Capt.  Bedlow  will  find  them  with  the  Ab- 
stract for  November  last.  The  Companies  that  Suffered  were 
Captains.  Humphrey,  Faulkner,  Jansen,  Rose  and  Person.  I  for- 
got to  take  an  account  of  the  missing  from  the  Rolls  last  fall 
when  I  carried  in  the  abstract,  but  I  believe  there  was  about  40 
Non-commissioned  officers  and  Privates  with  the  Col.,  Lieut.  Col. 
two  Captains  and  two  Subalterns.  If  my  Attendance  should  be 
absolutely  Necessary  send  an  Express  for  me  and  I  will  pay  him. 
I  am  in  haste  Your  most  obedient  and  very  Hum'e  Ser't 

Thomas  Moffat. 
To.  Brig'r  Genl.  James  Clinton  now  at  Fish  Kill. 


[No.  1231.] 

Generous  Contribution  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  the 

Sufferers  at  Kingston. 

Charles-Town  31st  March  1778. 
Sir,  I  do  myself  the  Pleasure  to  send  you  herewith  the  sum  of 
£3711—10  equal  to  £927—17—6  N.  York  Currency.  This  money 
has  been  received  for  the  Charitable  purpose  of  alleviateing  the 
distresses  of  the  now  indigent  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kings- 
ton who  by  the  ravages  of  the  Enemy  are  reduced  to  poverty  and 
want.  A  much  larger  sum  woud  have  been  collected  had  not  a 
melancholy  accident  by  fire  called  the  immediate  attention  of  many 
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l<r, 


libera]  Souls  to  dissipate  the  wants  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Capitol  of  this  State  who  are  reduced  to  beggary  to  the  late 
Dreadful  Conflagration. 

From  a  Personal  acquaintance  with  your  Excellency  I  per- 
suade myself  you  will  readity  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  in  re- 
questing your  attention  to  a  proper  distribution  of  this  donation. 
1  have  the  Pleasure  to  be  with  sentiments  of  Esteem  &  respect. 

Your  Most  Obedient  Hum'e  Ser't 

Abr'm  Livingston. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1232.] 
Plan  for  Organizing  the  Infcmtry. 


Establishment  of  the  Infantry  of  the  American  Army. 

That  each  Battallion  shall  consist  of  nine  Companies  of  which 
one  shall  be  of  light  Infantry  to  be  kept  complete  by  Drafts  from 
the  Battallion  and  organized  during  the  Campaign  into  Corps  of 
light  Troops. 

Each  of  the  Field  Officers  to  f 
command  a  Company  and  Lieut.  J 
of  the  Col's  Co.  to  have  the  Rank  i 
of  Capt'n.  I 


These  Officers  to  be  taken  from  r 
the   Line  the   Paymaster  chosen  | 
by  the  Corps  the  others  app'd  on  \ 
Recom'n  of  Field  Officers  from 
among  the  Subalterns.  ^ 


Numb 

-r           Rank 

1 

Colonel 

1 

Lt.  Colonel 

1 

Major 

6 

Captains 

1 

Captain  Lt.  of  Colo's  Com'y 

8 

Lieutenants 

9 

Ensigns 

Paymaster 

Adjutant 

Qu'r  Master 

1 

Surgeon 

1 

Mate 

29     Comm'd  Officers. 
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Whenever  ;i  Regt.  shall  become  vacant  by  the  Promotion  the 
Resignation  or  the  Death  ui'  a  Colonel  the  Lieut.  Colo,  to  take 
the  Command  but  no  Promotion  to  be  made  in  the  Regt.  so  that 
in  time  there  will  be  but  two  Field  Officers  to  a  Regt. 

By  the  within  Arrangement  you  will  perceive  Sir  that  the 
Start"  are  to  be  taken  from  the  Line.  Some  Good  Staff  Officers 
would  have  been  excluded  by  this  Regulation  if  we  had  not 
adopted  the  Expedient  in  such  Cases  of  giving  them  a  Commis- 
sion in  the  Line  consistent  with  their  Staff  Appointment. 


[No.  12:38.] 
The  Cherry  Valley  Committee  Appeals  to  Lafayette  for  Protection. 

Sir,  When  we  had  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  your  Excellency 
and  Inform'd  you  of  our  defenceless  situation,  you  was  pleased 
to  Promise  us  your  very  Friendly  Assistance  by  sending  up  to 
our  Settlement  some  of  the  Continental  Troops,  as  we  told  your 
Excellency  there  was  a  number  of  Friends  that  was  ready  to 
help  and  Assist  in  defence  of  their  Rights  and  Priviledges;  but 
our  Number  is  not  able  to  repel  any  Considerable  Force  that  may 
come  against  us  which  we  have  great  reason  to  Expect  when 
ever  the  Enemy  comes,  as  we  have  reason  to  think  will  be  the 
case  by  the  Intelligence  we  have  received  from  Friends  from 
Time  to  Time  and  shall  with  our  Lives  Act  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Troops  as  far  as  we  are  able. 

Therefore,  we  humbly  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
think  on  our  defenceless  situation  and  as  soon  as  your  Excellency 
can  with  Propriety  send  the  Troops  up  to  us,  shall  Act  in  Con- 
junction with  them  as  we  are  in  dread  every  Night  of  being  At- 
tacked by  the  Enemy. 
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Several  Families  has  already  left  the  Settlement  and  many 
more  will  leave  it  without  some  Assistance  is  sent  us  speedily 
that  may  enable  us  to  make  a  stand  and  hope  by  the  Blessing 
of  God  to  preserve  our  Settlement  from  the  merciless  Ravages 
of  a  Savage  Enemy. 

On  Saturday  the  28th  Two  Men  on  whose  Veracity  we  can 
Depend  came  and  told  us  that  two  Friendly  Indians  came  and 
warn'd  them  to  leave  their  Places  as  the  Enemy  would  be  very 
soon  in  their  Parts. 

Another  thing  we  have  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  is  the 
Want  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  as  many  of  our  Men  lost  them 
when  they  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  at  Arescu  [Oriskany]. 

We  shall  not  intrude  on  your  Excellency's  Time  but  referr  you 

to  the  Bearer  hereof  who  will  inform  your  Excellency  of  any 

other  matters  relative  to  the  State  of  this  Settlement.       And 

humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  favour  us  with 

a  Line  what  Time  we  may  Expect  the  Troops  up  and  beg  leave 

to  Subscribe  ourselves  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble 

Servants 

James  Willson 

Sam'l    Campbell 

Sam'l  Clyde. 
Cherry  Vally  March  31st  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  Geril.  Leffiat. 


[No.  1234.] 
Gen.  Conway  to  Col.  Gay — Instructions  for  bringing  to  Albany 
the  cannon  left  by  the  British  at  Ticonderoga — With  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  from  Gen.  Gates,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  War. 

MISSING. 
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[No.  1235.] 
The  Westchester  Committee  Bequests  the  Exchange  of  a  Prisoner. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Xc\\  Yoik.  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Melitia, 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
May  it  please  your  excellency. 

The  Committe  who  represent  the  Inhabitants  of  West  Chester 
County,  this  day  rec'd  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Lee  (a  pris- 
oner of  ours  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain)  bv  the  hand  of  Xehemiah  Marshal  who  has  come  to  us 
from  the  above  said  enemy,  and  was  taken  bv  them  some  time 
since,  has  upon  the  Credit  of  General  Lee,  who  gave  his  word 
and  Honor,  for  his  return  to  New  York  unless  an  Exchange 
might  be  made  between  said  Marshall  and  one  Isaac  Gedney  of 
Byeneck  in  this  Couutv.  Which  above  said  Letter  from  the  Gen- 
eral  recommended  the  afforesaid  change  advisable.  Informing  us 
that  Gedney  was  Confined  at  Hartford. 

This  Committee  being  of  opinion  after  Considering  the  matter 
that  such  exchanges  lav  within  your  Excellences  Jurisdiction. 
do  hereby  refer  the  same  to  your  own  disposal. 

I  a  in  by  order  of  the  above  Committee  your  Excellency's  obedi- 
ent Servant, 

Ab'm  Leggett  Chairman. 
Bedford  1st  April  1778. 

Attn-  i  he  within  was  wrote  the  Committee  tho't  best  to  enclose 
to  your  Excellency  the  General's  Letter. 
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[No.  1236.] 
A  Private  Account  for  Wheat. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor, 

To  James  Jackson  Jur.  Dr. 
To  5000  Bll.  Wheat  a  6/    Pr  Bll  £1500—0—0 

To  Storage  &  Fraight  to  ye  mill  a  30/   Pr  Ct.        75—0—0 


Cr.  1575—0—0 

By  Cash  at  three  Different  Times  1500—0—0 


£    75—0—0 


Errors  Excepted 

Pr  James  Jackson  Jur. 

Aprile  1st  1778. 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  Your  Request  I  have  here  Drawn  out  the 
Acc't  Between  you  &  me  which  I  Think  is  Just.  I  am  Sir  with 
Respect  Your  Verry  Hum'le  Serv't 

James  Jackson  Jun'r. 
[Note  by  G.  C.     "The  Am't  sent  to  Com'y  Paulding  17th  Apl. 
1778."] 


[No.  1237.] 

AN  ALLEGED  BRITISH  PLOT  REVEALED. 

'Necessity    for    Transferring    British    Prisoners    from    Albany — 

Operations  in  the  Highlands. 

Albany  1st  April  1778. 
Sir,  Inclos'd  you'll  find  papers  just  now  Deliver'd  to  me  by  the 
Committee  of  this  place,  although  one  of  these  papers  is  anony- 
mous, I  Do  not  think  that  any  precaution  should  be  neglected. 
I  have  confin'd  the  prisonners  of  war  now  in  this  town  to  their 
quarters.     I  am  Convinc'd  that  they  have  Done  much  mischief 
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and  in  spite  of  our  precautions  will  Do  more  if  they  are  not 
speedily  remov'd.  I  Could  wish  your  Excellency  would  gett 
them  remov'd  as  soon  as  possible,  as  well  as  Doctor  McNamara 
Hay,  the  British  Physician.  The  sooner  I  gett  your  Directions 
and  general  McDoughall's  upon  that  head  the  Better. 

The  troops  in  this  quarter  have  receiv'd  orders  from  Marquis 
De  Lafayette  agreeable  to  the  Directions  of  General  Washington 
to  march  to  the  High  Lands.  They  are  getting  readdy  and  I  will 
send  them  Down  as  soon  as  you  or  General  McDoughall  Direct. 

The  Regiments  order'd  Down  by  General  Washington  are  Coll. 
James  Levingston's  stationn'd  at  Johnstown,  Coll.  Vanschayk's 
at  Schenectady  and  a  part  of  it  at  Saratoga,  Coll.  Hazen's  in  this 
town.  I  wrote  to  general  MacDoughall  in  order  that  quarters 
should  be  readdy  for  these  Regiments  when  he  will  Direct  them 
to  march  to  the  High  Lands. 

General  Gates  writes  to  the  Marquis  that  I  will  receive  orders 
to  goe  to  the  High  Lands.  I  wait  these  orders  with  much  im- 
patience being  fully  persuaded  that  the  ennemy  will  soon  make 
some  attempt  upon  the  North  river  Very  early.  I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  Both  sides  of  the  Mohawk  river,  the  German  Flatts  and 
all  the  upper  country  from  this  to  fort  Schuyler  is  Left  Bare. 

I  suppose  your  Excellency  will  provide  in  concert  with  general 
MacDoughall  for  the  safety  of  these  places. 

I  should  be  Very  happy  to  hear  as  soon  as  possible  from  you 

and  General  MacDoughall.     I  am  sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most 

Obed't  Servant 

Th's  Conwav. 
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Albany  Committee  Chamber,  1st  April  1778. 
Sir,  A  few  days  ago  the  Committee  rec'd  information  that  two 
Persons  had  passed  this  City,  and  that  one  of  them  had  lately 
come  out  of  New  York.  Upon  this  information  they  dispatched 
a  couple  of  Persons  in  pursuit  of  them,  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  apprehend  them,  but  in  the  night  the  principal  one, 
Gilead  Bettiss,  made  his  escape  the  other  Daniel  Bass,  who  says 
he  lives  in  Fredericksburgh  in  Dutchess  County,  they  secured 
and  delivered  to  the  Committee,  and  upon  examination  nothing 
could  be  extorted  from  him  but  that  Bettiss  had  lately  come  out 
of  New  York,  offered  to  enlist  three  Persons  in  his  presence  and 
had  informed  him  that  the  Enemy  would  come  up  the  Kiver  in 
about  three  weeks  time.  After  a  long  examination  he  was  put 
in  Irons  and  confined.  Some  little  time  after  his  Confinement 
James  Hart,  a  Prisoner  requested  to  be  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee who  upon  his  appearance  gave  the  information  of  which 
No.  1  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

Early  this  Morning  a  Letter  was  found  at  Mr.  Beeckman's 
Stoop  in  this  City,  of  which  No.  2  is  a  Copy.  As  this  Corres- 
ponds with  a  Letter  formerly  found  in  the  same  manner,  and  as 
seven  Negroes  have  lately  been  detected  who  had  Combined  to 
go  off  to  the  Enemy  at  a  day  already  past,  the  Committee  are 
enclined  to  think  that  there  is  some  foundation  in  the  hints 
thrown  out,  but  they  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  the  authors 
'of  these  Letters  do  not  come  forth  and  give  their  information 
Personally. 

General  Conway  has  been  furnished  with  Copy  of  the  last 
Letter,  and  has  been  requested  to  Confine  the  Brittish  Officers  to 
their  Rooms,  the  Soldiers  to  the  Fort  and  to  order  the  Guards 
to  keep  a  good  look  out. 
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The  Committee  wish  your  Excellency  would  favour  them  with 
your  Opinion  and  directions  on  this  matter  as  soon  as  Con- 
venient. 

The  information  above  mentioned  induces  the  Committee  again 
to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  having  the  Brittish 
Hospital  and  Prisoners  together  with  the  Tory  Prisoners  (of 
which  upwards  of  one  hundred  are  Confined)  removed  to  one  of 
the  Eastern  States.  I  am  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obt.  &  Very 
humble  Serv't  Bv  order 

John  M.  Beecknian,  Chairman  P.  T. 
To  Uis  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


No.  1. 

James  Hart  being  ex'd  says,  That  seeing  a  Person  brought  in 
Goal;  in  Irons,  induced  him  to  ask  where  he  came  from,  and 
what  his  name,  That  he  was  answered  his  Name  was  Daniel 
Bass  that  he  lived  near  Croten's  and  had  come  up  with  one  Gilead 
Bettiss.  who  was  latelv  come  out  of  New  York,  That  after  some 
Conversation  Bass  told  the  Exanrinant  that  said  Bettiss  was  sent 
out  by  Genl.  Clinton  and  Gov'r  Tryon  to  warn  the  Tories  and 
especially  those  of  the  Manor  of  Livingston;  that  he  was  also  to 
enquire  how  deep  the  Snow  was  up  the  Mohawk  River  and 
whether  the  Indians  could  come  out,  and  that  Bettiss  had  also 
told  him  that  the  Tories  were  to  rise  on  the  14th  of  April  next, 
and  disarm  as  many  of  the  AYhigs  as  they  could,  That  the  Row 
Galleys  and  Gun  Beats  were  to  come  up  at  the  same  time  as  far 
as  the  Manor,  where  they  were  to  stop  to  receive  the  Tories  on 
Board,  and  then  to  come  up  to  Albany,  and  if  the  Snow  was  yet 
too  deep  on  the  14th  they  were  to  postpone  their  operations  till 
the  24th  as  they  did  not  chuse  to  Venture  till  such  Time  as 
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Butler  might  have  an  opportunity  to  Cooperate  with  them  with 
the  Indians,  That  Butler  was  to  take  his  Route  thro'  Schoharry; 
That  the  said  Bass  farther  informed  the  examinant  that  Bettiss 
was  to  go  to  Schoharry  and  the  German  Flatts,  after  which  he 
was  to  return  to  New  York,  to  give  an  account  of  his  proceed- 
ings and  that  Bettiss  had  a  Captain's  Commission  and  had  offered 
to  enlist  People  as  he  came  up. 
Albany  in  Committee  31st  March  1778. 


No.  2 
Time  draws  near;  look  out;  trouble  is  nigh;  mind  your  Torris 
Brittish  officers  Soldiers  and  Negros;  your  Stores  are  in  danger; 
your  City  also  look  out  for;  you  may  be  assured  that  now  in  a 
•few  days  you  will  expeirence  it  unless  you  look  out  very  well; 
in  the  first  place  secure  your  Brittish  officers  and  Soldiers,  your 
Princable  Torris;  great  Sums  of  money  has  been  sent  to  your 
City,  to  your  Country  last  fall  and  this  winter  by  Tryon    and 
Clinton;  your  Flags  have  not  been  of  much  Service;  Surely  did 
you  Search  them;  no,  for  no  Body  did  to  my  knowledge,  some 
time  paste  I  wrote  to  a  friend  of  mine,  and  did  mention  names 
But  nothing  is  done.     I  suppose  my  friend  was  as  many  in  your 
Service.     I  shall  mention  no  names.     My  life  should  be  in  Dan- 
gour;  and  now  I  have  an  oppurtunity  to  know  both  Sides;  and 
as  I  have  been  Concerned  in  the  Brittish  Service  in  putting  a 
wicked  Plot  into  execution  which  my  Conscience  not  allow'd  me, 
induces  me  to  warn  you ;  for  in  a  few  days  the  whole  Contest  may 
be  put  to  an  end;  if  it  was  not  to  be  hindred,  a  reward  I  do  ex- 
pect if  by  my  means  you  save  your  Country,  which  I  will  be  able 
to  prove;  if  you  are  successfull  by  Calling  for  my  Letters  which 
you  will  keep;  it  was  not  long  ago  since  I  lef  Genl.  Howe;  his 
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army  is  not   vciy  Numorous;  he  means  to  destroy  Pbllad'a  and 

Bend  all  bis  force  to  your  River  and  to  the  Eastward  and  the 

Indians  will  come  down  on  your  Frontiers;  you  may  Perhaps 

take  many  that  will  declare  themselves  innocent;  they  will  offer 

to  Swear,  no  oath  must  be  taken  of  a  Man  that  is  not  for  your 

Country  for  they  think  it  not  Legal.     I  was  to  take  any  oath 

that  any  Rebel  were  to  offer  to  me.     I  have  had  a  great  sum  of 

money  to  undertake  a  wicked  plan  which  I  hope  to  Convince  you 

with  when  I  call  for  my  Letters.     Wee  find  out,  that  we  Cannot 

Conquer  you  with  fair  means;  now  no  time  or  money  or  lives  will 

be  Spared  to  do  it,  for  always  you  will  find  Men  to  execute  them; 

pray  look  out,  for  no  time  ought  to  be  lost.     Hand  and  hand, 

Stand  by  each  other,  now  or  never,     I  am  of  no  Small  Ranck  in 

the  Brittish  Service;  no  dare  I  to  return;  my  life  is  at  Stak£ 

with  yours  for  not  doing  which  I  did  undertake  to  do  with  many 

of  your  own    Contrymen.     Favour   no  man,  nor   Friend  if   you 

mean  to  Stand,  or  you  soon  will  fall,  which  advice  please  to  take 

from  your  wellwisher. 

O.  E. 


[No,  1238.] 
The  Garrison  and  Defenses  at  Panlus  Hook. 

1st  Apl.  1778. 
Ebenezer  Raymon  Deserted  from  Capt.  Kain's  Comp'y,  Colo. 
TurnbulPs  Regt.  New  Levies  on  Saturday  last.  They  Garrisson 
the  Port  at  Paulus  Hook  &  Consist  of  ab't  300  Men.  The  whole 
Point  is  picketted  in.  There  is  a  Redoubt  on  the  Hill  above  Van 
Voort's  House  with  six  Pieces  of  Artillery  in  it;  3  Block  Houses 
within  Muskett  Shott  of  each  other;  one  at  the  Causway  lead- 
ing off  the  Hook,  one  at  the  Southwest  Corner  &  the  other  in 
the  Northeast  Corner  of  the  Hook. 
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There  is  a  small  Guard  House  in  the  Fort  &  a  Guard  of  a  Cor- 
poral &  Six  in  it  every  Night.  The  Troops  lay  in  the  Barn  which 
is  fitted  up  for  Barracks  &  in  the  South  End  of  Van  Vort's  House. 
17  Men  lays  Nightly  in  each  of  the  two  latter  Block  Houses. 
The  Guard  which  is  18  Men  under  a  Serjeant  occupies  the  Block 
House  by  the  Causeway.  The  Picquet  Guard  a  Sub  &  30  lays  at 
Kennedy's  House  &  the  advanced  Gentry  stands  at  Priors  Mill 
2  Centries  at  Cuypen  Bridge  none  higher  up.  10  Gentries  are 
kep  by  Night  but  none  so  far  advanced  as  the  above.  One 
Gentry  stands  on  the  Point  towards  Communipaw.  Raymond  lived 
at  Cortlandts  Manor  went  to  the  Enemy  last  July  was  advised 
Away  by  Husten  &  Travis. 


[No.  1239.] 

SHIFTING  TROOPS  FROM  ALBANY  TO  THE  HIGHLANDS. 

General  Conway  Thinks  he  is  Better  Fitted  for  the  Field — Praises 
McDougall — Fears  he  Will  be  Deceived. 

Albany  2d  April  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  honor'd  with  your  favour  of  the  30th  March.  I  will 
communicate  your  letter  to  General  Tenbrook  respecting  the 
militia.  I  have  directed  Coll.  Lewis,  to  have  sloops  readdy  for 
carrying  the  Troops,  when  they  will  be  order'd  down  by  General 
McDoughall.  I  have  also  directed  the  commanders  of  Regi- 
ments, to  send  their  most  active  and  diligent  officers,  in  order  to 
collect  as  soon  as  possible  the  men  upon  furlough. 

It  is  not  Nixon's  Brigade  that  is  now  stationn'd  at  Farming- 
ton,  but  Coll.  Nixon's  Regt.,  belonging  to  General  Nixon's  brig- 
ade. I  suppose  General  McDoughall  will  give  orders  for  said 
Regiment  to  proceed  to  West  Point. 

In  Consequence  of  an  application  made  to  me  by  Coll.  Gay, 

8 
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who  produc'd  to  me  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  War,  I  had 
order'd  last  week,  Coll.  Warner's  Regt.  from  Benington  to  Sarra- 
toga,  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  save  the  cannon  abbandonn'd 

by  the  Enemy.  1  inclose  to  you  the  extract  of  the  letter  of 
General  Gates  and  the  orders  I  have  given  in  consequence,  be- 
fore I  had  learn't  General  McDoughalTs  arrival.  I  wish  your 
Excellency  would  let  me  know,  if  you  approve  of  the  measure. 

I  am  very  happy  to  learn  the  arrival  of  General  McDoughall. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  judge,  but  he  all  ways  appear'd  to  me, 
one  of  the  best  heads  in  the  army.  I  am  very  impatient  to  join 
him  as  soon  as  possible.  1  am  much  honor'd  and  flatter'd  with 
whatever  employment,  Congress  pleases  to  confer  on  me.  but 
as  I  am  a  foreigner  and  not  acquainted  with  the  dispositions  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  I  am  afraid  of  being  deceiv'd, 
and  led  unawares  into  measures  contrary  to  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice. I  think  myself  more  calculated  to  command  troops  in  the 
field  and  to  train  them  up  to  the  campaign  duty. 

I  mentionn'd  to  General  McDoughall  the  necessity  of  providing 

Quarters  bellow  for  Hazen's,  Vanschoyck's  and  Levingston's  as 

I  understand  that  they  have  no  tents,  I  can  not  help  repeating 

to  your  Excellency  that  nothing  will  be  left  between  this  and 

fort  Schuyler  all  that  country  remains  open'd  for  the  Indians 

and  for  the  attempts  of  the  Ennemy.     I  am  with  Respect  Your 

Excellency's  Most  obed't  Servant 

Th's  Conway. 

P.  S.  Major  Barber  is  not  with  me.  I  had  recommended  him 
to  the  majority  of  Coll.  Spencer's  regiment  his  Brother  in  law, 
for  whom  I  have  also  the  greatest  regard. 

I  would  be  very  happy  to  have  Major  Barber  with  me;  he  is  an 
exact,  Zealous  understanding  officer;  he  has  a  military  turn,  and 
has  train'd  his  regiment  very  well. 
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I  just  now  receive  a  letter  from  Lt.  Coll.  Safford  of  Warner's 
regiment,  mentionning  that  lie  wants  one  hundred  and  twenty 
arms  and  accoutrements,  although  by  his  return  of  provisions,  I 
find  he  does  not  draw  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  nine 
men. 


[No.  1240.] 

A  DIFFERENCE  OVER  HORSES. 

During  Which  Colonel  Wisner  Writes  a  Caustic  Epistle  to  Assistant 

Quartermaster-General  Taylor. 

Hannover  2d  April  1778. 

Honoured  S'r,  Last  summer,  when  you  arived  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomery I  was  at  your  House.  I  reported  to  you  that  I,  by  Order 
of  Colo'l  Hughs,  had  sent,  for  the  Horses  taken  up  by  Major 
Wiesner,  and  his  party,  which  was  found  in  the  hands  of  Tories, 
winter  was  a  Year,  on  their  way  to  the  Enemy,  I  also  shewed 
you  the  aprisement  of  said  Horses,  after  some  Recolection,  you 
thought  you  had  seen  an  aprisement  of  the  same  Horses,  before 
of  a  prior  Date  to  that  I  shewed  you,  and  that,  it  Rune  in  your 
mind  the  aprisements  Considerably  Differed,  you  Desired  I  should 
take  particular  care  of  the  papers,  and  not  to  pay  Major  Wiesner 
till  I  acquainted  you.  I  have  the  papers  still,  and  has  not 
Booked  them,  till  I  had  farther  Orders  from  you,  neither  have 
I  paid  any  money  on  them.  I  also  sent  the  Horses  with  a  Coppy 
of  the  aprisements  to  Colo'l  Hughs,  at  Fish  Kill  as  the  Tennor 
of  his  Letter  Directed,  Viz. 

31st  May  1777.  Colo'l  Hathorne  tells  me  that  there  are  several 
Horses  which  were  taken  going  to  the  Enemy  last  fall  or  winter, 
that  are  not  yet  Disposed  of,  on  your  side  of  the  River,  I  beg 
you  will  make  inquiry  as  the  Colo'l  is  Certain  they  are  there, 
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somewhere,  I  imagin  near  him,  but,  am  not  Clear  in  it, — if  you 

find  any,  let  them  be  Valued,  and  send  them  here,  as  they  are 

greatly  in  want  of  Horses  at  Peeks  Kill  &c.    Observe  to  take  an 

Exact  account  of  them  their  Value  Szc. 

Signed  Hugh  Hughs  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

This  Bill  should  Been  paid  some  time  ago  as  it  is  now  one  of 

the  oldest  I  have.    I  will  take  the  first  Opportunity  to  see  your 

Excellency,  with  the  aprisenient,  and  pay  the  money  as  you  shall 

Order,  as  I  was  at  that  time  under  your  Direction.    Maj.  Wiesner 

has  been  several  times  with  me  for  the  money,  and  also  sent  me 

some  threatening  Letters  the  last  I  think  I  am  in  Duty  Bound, 

to  send  your  Excellency  a  Coppy,  of,  viz. 

Warwick  April  29th  1778. 
D'r  S'r, 

My  Compliments  to  you,  and  at  the  same  time  I  would  inform 
you  that  I  have  Been  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour  to  see  what 
step  I  was  best  to  take  to  Recover  the  money  for  those  Horses 
you  Received  of  me,  and  the  Governour  said  that  they  Belonged 
to  the  state,  and  I  must  be  accountable  to  the  state  for  them 
when  ever  Called  upon,  and  that  you  had  no  Bussiness  with  said 
Horses,  and  that  I  could  get  a  write  for  you  and  sue  you  at  a  Civiel 
Action  which  I  determin  to  do;  so  think  not  strange,  for  if  you 
dont  send  the  money  to  me  Verey  soon  I  shurely  will  have  a 
write  for  you  and  if  I  begin,  it  will  not  be  the  last  Horse  you 
will  be  Oblidge  to  give  account  for. 

Signed  Henry  Wiesner  Lt.  Col. 

I  make  no  Doubt  but  your  Excellency  has  heard  that  I  have  got 
much  hurt  by  falling  in  a  fit,  I  was  Greatly  Bruised  in  my  Body 
and  neck,  the  one  side  of  my  face  cutt  in  several  places,  and  will 
be  considerably  Disfigured,    I  Recover  as  fast  as  can  be  expected, 
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and  hopes  in  less  than  a  week  to  see  your  Excellency.     I  am 

with  the  utmost  Esteem  your  ExcelFs  M't  Obi  Humble  servant, 

And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Gov'r  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1241.] 

Colonel  Wyrikoop   Reports   on   the   Building   of   Gunboats   at 

Coeymans. 

Coyemans  2nd  Aprill  1778. 

Dear  Gov'r,  I  have  Sent  Down  to  the  West  Point  Three  Sloops 
Loaded  with  Boards  &  Four  about  Half  Loaded  which  Latter 
have  also  taken  Colo.  Putmen's  Regiment.  I  will  also  Send  Down 
one  Sloop  Loaded  with  Timber  for  Barricks  from  this  Place. 
I  Sho'd  have  Sent  Down  more  Boards  but  Could  git  no  more 
Sloops  fit  for  that  Purpose  for  a  Number  of  them  have  Suffered 
much  by  the  Ice  in  brakeing  up  of  the  Kiver  but  will  Send  them 
as  Soon  as  thay  are  Repair'd.  I  have  Detain'd  one  Sloop  in 
Albany  to  take  Down  Canon;  as  Soon  as  I  Receive  Your  Orders 
shall  send  Her  Down.  I  have  about  50  Carpenters  at  work  here, 
a  Building  Boats  of  Forty  Foot  Keel  &  Sixteen  Foot  Wide.  I 
Sh'd  be  Glead  to  know  the  Gove'rs  Pleasure  Concerning  said 
Boats  whether  I  must  send  em  Down  as  soon  as  they  are  Built 
or  whare  &  also  be  Gleadi  if  a  Few  Ship  Carpenters  Could  be 
obtain'd  &  Sent  up  here.  I  have  also  Sent  Down  a  Number  of 
Wheel  Barrows.    I  Remain  Your  moust  Humble  Sarv't 

Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop. 

P.  S.    Please  to  Remamber  me  Mrs.  Clinton  en  Except  of  the 
Same  your  Selfe. 
For  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  at  Pokeepsie. 
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[No.  1242.] 
ho  fain  Ih's  Efforts  to  Win  the  Indians. 

Fort  Schuyler  2d  April  1778. 

Honord  Sir,  With  this  you  have  a  State  of  this  Garris,  with  a 
return  of  the  Ordinance  Stores  wanting  to  Compleat  the  ordi- 
nance here. 

The  Regiment  is  exceeding  bad  of  for  Clothing,  in  particular 
shirts  &  Shoes,  which  render  us  unable  to  carry  on  the  Works 
Necessary  to  be  done  at  this  place,  which  may  be  attended  with 
bad  Consequences. 

Marquis  Le  Feiatt  has  sent  an  Engineer  to  the  Onida  Castle 
with  a  Speech  to  the  Onidas  &  Tuscarorars  previous  to  a  prom- 
ise they  made  him  at  the  Treaty  at  Johnston,  inviting  300 c of 
their  young  Warriors  to  come  down  to  Albany  &  Join  him,  which 
if  they  do,  he  means  with  them  to  Join  Genl.  Washington,  as 
soon  as  Possible; — by  a  Letter  from  the  Engineer  to  Col.  Willett 
yesterday,  he  informs  him  that  Indians  are  Determind  to 
join  the  Marquis,  as  soon  as  a  Small  Piquet  Fort  is  Compleated 
which  he  is  now  at  work  upon  at  Onida  to  secure  the  families 
of  those  &  the  other  Indians  who  stay  behind,  in  case  the  Senecas 
shou'd  make  any  attempts  against  them, — there  is  200  of  this 
County  Militia  to  go  to  Ondia  in  a  few  days  to  help  to  build  the 
Fort,  which  will  enable  the  Indians  to  go  down  soon. 

Shou'd  the  Marquis  be  able  to  get  the  Indians  down  as  far 
as  Head  Quarters,  it  is  thought  it  may  Answe  some  good  pur- 
poses, especially  in  ambushing  the  Enemies  Forraging  Parties, 
and  stop  them  in  some  measure  from  committing  so  many  Depre- 
ditions  in  the  Country, —  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton  & 
Doct'r  Tappan  &  his  Wife,  &  am  with  due  Respect  your  very 

Affectionate  Humble  Serv't 

Geo.  I.  Denniston. 
George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  124:;.] 
Everything  Serene  at  West  Point. 

West  Point  April  3d  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  was  yesterday  at  Bloominggrove  and  bad  a  Con- 
ference with  Capt.  Woodhull  about  Sending  his  lighthorsemen  to 
work  their  turn  at  this  place;  he  is  very  willing  to  Come,  But  Says 
he  finds  some  Dificulty  in  giting  his  men  out  and  Desired  me  to 
Beg  your  Excellency  to  write  him  a  Single  line  Kequireing  him  to 
attend  with  his  men  which  he  Says  will  inable  him  to  git  them 
out  without  any  Dificulty.     Your  Complyance  will  greatly  Your 

Excellencys  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Henry  Wisner. 

P.  S.     Things  goe  on  well  here;  Should  Be  glad  to  See  your 
Excellency  here  as  Soon  as  posable. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander 

in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  1211.] 
Much  Confusion  in  Pay  Rolts. 
Dear  Sir,  Major  Newkirk  has  been  with  me  with  Several  Pay 
abstracts  for  Colo.  McClagery's  Regiment,  some  of  them  for  Ser- 
vice before  I  came  into  the  pay  office;  as  such  it  is  proper  I 
should  have  some  Certificate  that  pay  for  that  Time  has  not 
been  received  from  any  other  office.  The  Rations  due  to  the 
Regiment  for  said  Time  I  cannot  pay,  as  Colo.  Wigglesworth 
Informs  me  Colo.  Palfrey  pays  none  before  the  10th  June  1777. 
The  Capts.  Pay  Rolls  must  be  drawn  over  again  as  they  do  not 
Exspress  the  Time  of  Service  commencing  and  ending  at  the  Head, 
how  many  days  allowed  for  return  Home.  Instead  of  this  some 
have  in  a  Colum  mileage  out  &  Home,  some  Mileage  on  Scraps 
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of  paper;  in  this  State  I  cannot  take  on  me  to  sign  them  as 
Examined  by  me,  neither  will  Genl.  McDugall  sign  a  warrent 
for  payment  in  their  present  Cituation.  I  have  persuaded  the 
Major  to  leave  the  pay  Rolls  with  me  and  to  wait  on  your  Ex- 
cellency to  get  such  a  Certificate  on  the  Pay  Abstracts  as  may 
Inable  this  Office  by  Warrent  from  General  McDugall  to  pay 
them;  perhaps  you  can  do  it  so  full  as  to  serve  without  Genl. 
Putnam's  Certificate,  as  I  am  afraid  he  will  be  gone  before  the 
Major  returns  and  his  papers  put  in  proper  order.  I  am  In  Hast 
with  Great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Humb'e  Ser'vt 

William  Bedlow. 
Pay  Office  Aprill  4th  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 

New  York  &c,  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1245.] 

SETH  WARNER'S  "  STRANGE  REGIMENT." 

Carelessness  in  Handling  the  Cannon  Captured  at  Saratoga — The 

Situation  at  Albany — The  Country  from  Albany  to  Fort  Schuyler 

Unprotected. 

Albany  4th  April  1778. 

Sir,  General  Ten  Brook  to  whom  I  have  shew'd  your  Letter 
intends  to  Dismiss  the  four  months  militia  as  soon  as  some  of 
the  parties  sent  towards  fort  Anne  return  and  Deliver  the  arms 
which  they  have  receiv'd  from  this  store  for  a  temporary  use 
only  was  the  militia  Dismiss'd  sooner  the  arms  would  undoubt- 
edly be  Lost. 

The  Detachment  of  Coll.  Vanschayk's  Regiment  now  at  Sara- 
toga being  under  marching  orders  to  join  its  Regiment  Destin'd 
for  the  Highlands,  I  had  order'd  Coll.  Warner's  Regiment  to 
Saratoga  to  the  purpose  of  saving  the  Cannon  Left  at  or  near 


124  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

Tyconderoga,  but  Coll.  Warner's  Regiment  Calls  for  more  arms 
than  they  have  men  fitt  for  Duty.  The  Commander  of  said 
Regiment  has  in  contempt  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  order'd 
and  Drawn  a  Double  ration  of  Victuals  for  his  men.  I  am 
assur'd  by  the  Deputy  muster  master  of  this  town  that  Warner's 
Regiment  was  Compleatly  armed  Last  year  at  Tyconderoga  by 
General  St.  Clair's  orders;  that  Regiment  was  fully  arm'd  Last 
October;  now  they  have  not  a  single  firelock.  There  is  a  very 
small  quantity  of  arms  fitt  for  service  in  this  store,  and  these  are 
order'd  to  the  southern  army.  If  I  issued  arms  to  Warner's  Regi- 
ment, they  Certainly  would  be  Lost  as  no  Dependance  can  be 
plac'd  in  that  very  Strange  Regiment,  I  cannot  find  means  of 
Saving  the  cannon  at  Tyconderoga.  That  matter  should  have 
been  thought  of  two  or  three  months  ago.  Coll.  Hay  and  Major 
Stephens  tell  me  that  in  supposing  that  said  cannons  might  be 
sav'd,  they  could  not  be  convey'd  here,  stock'd,  and  then  fix'd  in 
the  Batterys  at  West  Point  before  the  Latter  end  of  June  next. 

When  Hazen's  Regiment  marches  from  this  place,  the  Garri- 
son will  be  compos'd  of  Greaton's  and  Alden's  Regiments,  not 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  three  hundred  men;  these  are  hardly 
sufficient  to  guard  the  British,  Hessian,  Canadian,  and  tory 
prisonners,  and  to  protect  the  artillery  and  provision  stores; 
therefore  under  the  present  Circumstances  I  Do  not  think  it 
prudent  to  Detach  any  part  of  Greatons  or  Alden's  Regiment 
towards  Tyconderoga  without  your  farther  Directions. 

Considering  the  Dispositions  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  Neigh- 
bourhood and  the  anxietys  not  altogether  ungrounded  of  the 
Committee,  I  Should  imagine  that  not  one  moment's  time  should 
be  Lost  in  removing  all  prisonners  from  this  place,  I  Shall  be 
happy  in  receiving  your  Directions  and  those  of  General  Mc- 
Doughal  upon  that  very  urgent  article. 
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I  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  Letter  from  Coll.  Gansewort. 

I  Begg  pardon  for  repeating,  that  when  the  Regiments  of  Lev- 

ingston,  Vanschayk  and  Hazen  will  be  stationn'd  at  the  High 

Lands  all  the  country  from  this  to  fort  Schuyler  will  be  Left 

uncover'd.     I  am  with  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't 

servant, 

Th's  Conway. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1247.]* 
Peter   Gansewort  Recommends  Reinforcement  for  Fort  Sehuyler. 

Sir,  From  the  return  of  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler  fur- 
nished you  this  Morning  you  will  perceive  the  number  of  Troops 
there,  which  is  not  half  sufficient  to  man  the  intarnal  works,  tho' 
I  conceive  that  four  Hundred  Men  in  addition  to  those  already 
there,  might  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  Fort  if  well  supplied. 

There  is  at  present  but  half  a  Company  of  Artillery  at  the  Fort, 
I  beg  that  I  may  have  a  full  Company  Commanded  by  a  good 
active  and  Experienced  officer. 

Johnstown  and  Fort  Davton  have  hitherto  been  Garrison'd — 
Col.  Livingston's  Regiment  being  Ordered  down  Leave  those 
places  without  Troops. 

I  submit  to  you  the  Necessity  of  having  the  reinforcements  in- 
tended for  Fort  Schuyler  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  Tryon 
County  as  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  Fort  when  I  shall  see 
cause  to  order  them.  They  are  not  wanted  at  the  Fort  untill 
the  Enemy  approach  and  it  will  be  less  expensive  to  supply  them 
with  provisions  at  those  places  than  at  Fort  Schuyler  and  they 
serve  as  Guards  upon  the  Communication  for  the  supplies  to  the 
Fort.     This  is  the  plan  which  was  pursued  last  Campaign.     I  am 


*  The  purpose  in  transferring  this  document  from  the  position  assigned  to  it  by  the  Editor 
of  the  MSS.  is  apparent— State  Historian. 
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S'r  with  Sentiments  of  the  greatest  respect  Your  very  Hum'e 

Servant 

Peter  Gansevoort. 
Albany  4th  April  1778. 

The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Conway. 


[No.  1246.] 
A  Dash  of  Civil  Affairs. 

Albany  4th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I   am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
Letter  of  the  23rd  March  last,  and  a  Packet  containing  the  Com- 
missions, of  the  Peace,  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
of  Judge  Douw,  and  the  Dedimus  Protestatum  [Potestatem]. 

Your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  pay  all  possible 
attention  in  forwarding  the  Qualification  of  the  Civil  Officers. 

I  have  shewn  the  Commissions  to  some  of  the  Judges,  who  are 
anxious  to  see  the  act  "  further  to  organize  the  Government  of 
this  State''  previous  to  their  Qualification.  I  wish  therefore  your 
Excellencv  would  forward  the  same  as  soon  as  Convenient.  I 
am  with  the  greatest  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Ob't  Serv't 

Mat.  Visscher. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1248.] 
A  Warning  Cry  from  Cherry  V alley. 

A  report  made  and  sign'd  by  Benjamin  Dixon  sent  to  Albany 
by  the  Committee  of  Cherry  Valley  and  adjacent  settlements. 

Benjamin  Dixon  asserts  that  By  Credible  intelligence  on  which 
he  may  rely,  two  friendly  Indians  have  warn'd  the  inhabitants  of 
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Cherry  Valley  aiid  of  the  adjacent  settlements  to  move  from  their 

plantations  if  they  intend  to  be  free  from  Danger  because  the 

Ennemy  will  be  there  in  four  weeks  from  the  twenty  eighth  of 

March;  further  more  said  Benjamin  Dixon  is  informed  that  there 

are  about  fifteen  hundred  Indians  and  tories  assembled  at  Tunen- 

dello  [Unadilla]  on  Susquehannah  river  within  about  forty  miles 

from  Cherry  Valley. 

Benj'm  Dickson. 
Albany  4th  April  1778. 


[No.  1249.] 

Governor  Clinton  Orders  Colonel  Lasher  to  Make  a  Return  of  All 

Military  Stores. 

Poughkeepsiegh  April  5"  1778. 

Sir,  You  will  without  Delay  make  me  a  Return  of  all  the  Mili- 
tary  Stores  belonging  to  this  State  under  your  Direction  as  also 
of  those  which  have  been  issued  since  your  appointment.  A 
considerable  Quantity  of  those  Stores  were  lately  in  the  Hands 
of  Mr.  Mevins  Conductor  at  Windsor  &  some  were  left  at  Marble- 
town  in  that  Neighbourhood,  those  you  will  receive  if  you  have 
them  not  already,  and  place  them  in  the  State  Store. 

All  the  Military  Stores  belonging  to  the  State  must  be  col- 
lected together  and  stored  in  such  Place  as  you  shall  think  most 
convenient  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Wallkill  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  Continental  Magazines  there  as  they  may  in  that  Case  have 
the  Benefit  of  a  Guard  without  the  Necessity  of  drawing  Men 

from  the  Militia  for  that  Purpose. 

[G.  C] 

[To  Col.  Lasher.] 
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[No.  1250.] 

FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

Correspondence  Between  General  McDougall  and  Governor  Clinton — 

Ravages  of  Smallpox. 

Fish  Kill  April  3d  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  by  Colonel  Hughes,  with  Letters  from 
the  Committee  of  Albany,  and  Major  Stevens,  with  their  In- 
cisures came  duly  to  hand.  I  have  little  doubt,  of  the  enemy's 
intention  to  pay  us  a  visit,  because  it  will  advance  their  views, 
and  no  Season  more  proper,  than  before  our  works,  and  obstruc- 
tions are  finished.  Under  this  Persuasion,  I  wrote  by  the  last 
post,  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Albany,  to  quicken  the 
march  of  the  troops  ordered  to  these  posts;  with  all  possible 
Dispatch.  His  Excellency  advised  me,  that  Van  Schaik,  Hazen's 
and  Colonel  James  Livingston  regiments  were  ordered  down; 
which  will  leave  Graton's  and  Alden's  at  Albany. 

I  think  it  will  be  expedient  to  inform  the  Bay  and  Connecticut 
States  of  our  ap'prehensions,  and  press  for  the  necessary  Succours 
jointly,  and  that  no  time  should  be  lost.  If  I  knew  what  propor- 
tion would  be*  proper  to  expect,  from  each,  of  the  2500,  I  would 
prepare  my  Letters.  If  you  have  fixed  on  any  in  your  Letters  to 
those  States,  I  wish  to  be  advised  of  it.  While  we  look  to  other 
States  for  Militia,  I  must  press  for  Assistance  from  this.  You 
are  best  acquainted  with  its  ability,  and  as  fully  informed  of  the 
danger  which  threatens  it,  as  I  am.  The  State  of  the  Stores,  and 
River  will  oblidge  me  to  call  up  Nixon's  Regiment  from  the  Pur- 
chase. As  Albany  is  in  the  Northern  Department;  I  have  some 
douta,  whether  I  am  authorized  to  interfere  in  it,  or  give  any 
orders  respecting  it:  I  shall  however  advise  the  commanding  Of- 
ficer, to  remove  such  Prisoners  of  war  from  thence,  as  are  in  a 
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Condition  to  be  removed,  to  a  place  of  more  Safety,  and  those  of 
the  Convention  of  Saratoga  to  their  respective  Corps;  I  shall 
also  give  the  like  advice,  respecting  all  the  brass  Ordnanance, 
and  Stores,  which  cannot  readily  be  used  for  field  Defence;  as  I 
consider  their  being  at  Albany,  till  the  River  is  secured,  exposed 
to  a  Coup  de  Main,  and  a  temptation  to  the  enemy  to  come  up 
the  River;  for  I  know  of  no  object,  they  can  have,  but  to  destroy 
our  Stores,  and  collect  Tories  to  increase  their  Strength.  As  I 
am  totally  ignorant  of  the  country  at  and  about  Albany,  I  can 
give  no  advice  about  stationing  the  troops  left  there;  this  must 
be  directed  by  you  and  the  commanding  Officer  there. 

The  two  Regiments  that  remain  above,  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  you  mention,  and  to  guard  the  Stores:  And  I  have 
no  advice  of  their  being  ordered  from  thence.  I  think  it  unsafe 
to  order  any  of  the  Iron  Ordnance  from  Albany,  till  the  River  is 
secure. 

I  have  been  informed  by  A.  Q.  Master  of  Danbury,  that  the 
small  Pox,  is  so  near  and  on  the  road,  from  thence  to  the  North 
River,  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  teams  to  bring  supplies  for  the 
Army;  particularly  that  a  tavern  on  the  Road,  a  little  beyond 
Fredricksborough,  has  got  seven  persons  inoculated:  Cannot  this 
impediment  to  the  public  Service  be  removed?  What  Laws  have 
you  against  inoculation  in  places  exposed  to  spread  the  infection? 
I  wish  not  to  interfere  with  any  civil  Concerns,  but  if  the  Mischief 
resulting  from  that  Disorder  cannot  be  removed,  we  may  not  ex- 
pect to  get  men  or  Provisions  from  the  East.  To  remove  the 
Fears  of  the  Militia  in  Case  of  a  Call  or  Alarm,  I  have  ordered 
inoculation  to  cease  in  the  Barracks,  and  to  have  them  cleansed 
of  the  Infection  as  soon  as  possible.     The  Letters  inclosed  to  me, 

are  returned  herewith. 

9 
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Should  nnt  the  best  arrangement  be  made  without  delay,  to 
get  our  Militia  out,  in  Case  of  an  Alarm:  I  shall  order  my  ox- 
press  for  Albany  to  call  on  you  for  any  dispatches  you  may  have 
for  that  city.  If  the  weather  is  moderate  to  morrow.  I  intend 
to  go  to  West  Point  to  view  the  works.     I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your   humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Glinton. 


Poughkeepsie  5th  A  pi.  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  third  Instant.  I  am 
clearly  of  Oppinion  that  there  shoud  be  some  Force  as  well  on 
the  Western  Frontiers  as  towards  the  Lakes  whether  the  two 
Regim'ts  left  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Albany  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  Northern  Department  [if]  this  service  is  taken  on  or  not  I 
am  unable  to  determine  but  I  fear  not.  I  shall,  therefore,  order 
the  raising  of  three  Companies  for  that  Service  one  to  be  sta- 
tioned on  the  Northern  &  the  other  two  on  the  Western  Frontiers. 
Colo.  Graham  will  wait  upon  you  on  his  Way  to  West  Chester 
County,  by  whose  Orders  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  directed 
the  raising  Six  Companies  to  lay  in  your  Front.  5  on  the  East  & 
one  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River,  &  I  shall  most  chearfully  give 
you  any  further  aid  from  the  Militia  in  my  Power  which  you  may 
think  proper  to  require.  In  my  Requisition  to  Connecticut  & 
Massachusetts  for  2500  Men  for  the  Defence  of  the  River  I  sub- 
mitted it  to  them  to  settle  the  proportion  each  was  to  furnish. 
A  Letter  from  you  backing  my  Requisition  may  be  of  use.  The 
15  of  this  Month  or  sooner  if  possible  was  the  Time  I  fixt  for  the 
arival  of  those  Troops  &  I  suggested  the  Propriety  of  holding  a 
proportion  of  their  most  Western  Militia  in  readiness  to  march. 
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There  is  a  Law  to  prohibit  Innoculation  unless  under  certain 
Restrictions  but  I  have  uot  Time  to  have  it  Copied  for  you.  It 
will  soon  be  published  &  I  dare  say  any  Steps  you  may  think 
adviseable  to  take  in  the  Interum  will  give  no  Offence  &  Rest 
assured  that  any  Thing  I  can  do  to  make  your  Command  Honor- 
able to  yourself  serviceable  &  safe  to  the  Country  will  be  most 

chearfully  done  my  D'r  Sir, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  McDougall.] 


[No.  1251.] 

ALARM  OVER  THE  ENEMY'S  MOVEMENTS. 

To  Prepare  the  Turning  Out  of  the  Militia  on  Both  Banks  of  the 

Hudson — Need  to  Impress  Teams. 

Head  Quarters  Fish  Kill  April  5th  1778. 
Sir,  I  received  undoubted  Intelligence,  yesterday,  that  a  Ship 
and  two  Gallies  of  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  the  River,  and  had 
come  up  as  far  as  between  Talars  Point  and  Tarry  Town.  The 
object  of  this  small  squadron,  must  be  to  land  small  parties,  to 
rob  the  Inhabitants  of  their  Stock,  to  reconnoitre  the  state  of 
our  works  on  the  River,  or  to  get  the  best  intelligence  of  our 
Condition  from  Tories.  I  have  had  no  advice  to-day  from  General 
Parsons.  Whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  the  enemy,  the 
Militia  should  be  in  a  State  of  Readiness  in  Case  of  an  Alarm. 
I  have  directed  Colonel  Dubois  to  draw  his  regiment  together 
at  New  Windsor,  for  the  Militia  on  that  Side  to  collect,  to  the 
Support  of  General  Parsons  at  West  Point;  or  to  take  the  enemy 
in  rear,  if  they  should  attempt  to  set  down  before  the  works.  The 
General  has  five  Regiments  of  continental  troops  with  him,  which 
by  this  day  will  amount  to  about  800  Rank  and  File.  The  regi- 
ment below,  and  those  three  coming  from  Albany,  I  purpose  to 
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keep  on  this  Side,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Stores  and  the  Country. 
I  think  the  Militia  of  Colonel  Brinkerhoof,  and  that  to  the  east 
of  this,  should  assemble  at  Fish  Kill;  there  wait  orders;  and  the 
Poughkepsie  Militia,  to  collect  there,  for  the  defence  of  the  town 
and  Gun  Boats.  I  wish  to  have  your  opinion  on  this  disposition 
before  the  enemy  appear  in  Force  on  the  river.  Inclosed  you 
have  the  Signal  of  Alarm,  which  I  shall  send  to  the  different 
Posts,  mentioned  in  it.  You  have  herewith  a  Letter  brought  here 
to-day,  by  a  Soldier  from  Waterbury.  The  Court  of  enquiry  fin- 
ished last  night:  The  Business  of  it  prevented  my  going  down 
to  the  works  yesterday,  as  I  intended  to,  but  shall  go  to-morrow, 
if  nothing  extraordinary  prevents.  When  I  return  you  will  be 
informed  of  the  State  of  the  works.     I  am  Sir,    Your    humble 

Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Sir,  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  been  honored  with  your 
favor  of  this  date.  Accept  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  assur- 
ance you  are  pleased  to  give  me,  to  render  my  Command  honor- 
able and  servicable  to  the  Country:  As  it  is  my  ardent  wish 
to  advance  and  secure  her  best  interest. 

Having  determined  to  remove  some  of  the  public  Stores  at 
this  town;  I  have  examined  the  late  act*  of  your  Legislature, 
respecting  the  impressing  of  Forage  and  Teams;  and  find  that 
unless  we  can  obtain  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  none 
of  the  former  can  be  commanded  for  the  public  Service. 

♦This  was  known,  as  the  act  for  regulating  impresses  of  forage  and  carriages,  and  for 
billeting  troops  within  this  state.  It  prohibited  the  impressing  of  hay,  straw,  barley, 
rye,  oats,  Indian  corn  and  buckwheat  in  this  state  by  the  commissary  or  deputy  com- 
missary of  forage,  or  by  any  forage  master  of  the  United  States.  When  forage  was  not 
accessible  by  purchase,  authority  was  given  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  appoint 
"  discreet  and  prudent  inhabitants  of  any  town,  manor,  district  or  precinct,"  for  the 
purpose  of  confiscating  the  quantity  of  forage  necessary.  Certificates  were  to  be  given 
to  the  owner  of  the  forage  for  indemnification.— State  Historian. 
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The  difficulty  of  procuring  this  article  before  the  act  passed, 
has  much  embarrassed  the  Service;  and  as  there  are  but  few, 
if  any  Justices  qualified,  the  Tories  will  not  part  even  with  what 
they  can  spare;  the  Consequence  I  fear  will  be  the  disbanding 
this  little  army  for  the  want  of  provisions.  In  Case  of  invasion 
or  extraordinary  movement,  you  are  authorized  to  issue  warrants 
for  pressing  teams:  I  think  the  necessity  I  am  under  from  the 
State  of  the  Post,  to  remove  some  of  the  Stores  is  an  extraor- 
dinary movement;  if  you  should  be  of  this  opinion,  I  beg  you 
to  issue  a  warrant  to  enable  Colonel  Hughes  to  press  teams  for 
this  purpose.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me 
whether  there  is  a  Commissary  of  Prisoners  appointed  by  this 
State.  I  have  this  evening,  received  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  on  a  Subject  of  importance;  on  which 
I  am  directed  to  take  your  and  General  Parson's  opinion.  When 
will  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  atend  to  this  Matter?    I  am  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1252.] 

CONWAY  AND  CLINTON  IN  HEARTY  ACCORD. 

The  Frontier  to  Be  Protected — The  Heavy  Cannon  at  Ticonderoga — 

Warner's  Conduct  Reprehensible. 

Poughkeepsie  6th  Apl.  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipts  of  your  Letters*  of  the 
1st  &  2d  &  4"  of  Instant  with  their  several  Inclosures;  the  Con- 
tents of  the  former  I  immediately  communicated  to  General 
McDougal  who  I  conclude  has  wrote  you  his  sentiments  thereon. 
I  am  sensible  that  by  the  Removal  of  Livingston's  Regiment 
(unless  their  Place  is  supplied  by  an  equal  Number  of  Men)  the 


See  pages  107-112;   113-115;  and  124-126. 
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Western  Frontier  will  be  left  much  exposed.  I  have  therefore 
ordered  two  Companies  of  Militia  of  sixty  Men  each,  including 
non  Commissioned  Officers  to  be  raised  in  Tryon  County  &  con- 
tinue in  service  for  one  year  for  the  Defence  of  the  Western 
Frontier  &  if  two  or  three  Companies  of  Continental  Troops  un- 
der active  Officers  wTere  to  join  these  I  am  of  opinion  it  would 
give  great  Safety  to  that  Quarter  unless  the  Indians  shoud  Com- 
mence Hostilities,  in  which  case  it  woud  require  a  much  larger 
Force.  I  have  also  ordered  another  Company  of  seventy  Men 
to  be  raised  in  Charlotte  County  for  the  Protection  of  the  In- 
habitants of  that  County.  I  am  clearly  of  Opinion  that  the  Brit- 
ish Prisoners  at  and  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Albany  ought  to 
be  removed  to  one  of  the  Eastern  States  as  I  am  sensible  they 
have  done  much  Mischief  where  they  now  are.  As  commanding 
Officer  in  Albany  it  lies  with  vou  to  have  it  done.  I  can  only 
advise  as  Governor.  I  have  no  Right  to  interfere,  and,  as  a  Con- 
tinental Officer,  you  are  my  superior.  Comm'rs  for  detect'g  & 
Defeating  Conspiracies  are  appointed  in  Albany  whose  Business 
it  will  be  to  take  Charge  &  dispose  of  the  State  Prisoners  now7 
confined  in  the  Goal  there. 

I  am  unhappy  to  find  that  there  has  been  such  Delay  in  get- 
ting the  heavy  Cannon  from  Ticonderoga;  the  Number  Colo. 
Gansevoort  mentions  may  I  think  be  allowed  in  the  Lighter  Pieces 
for  Fort  Schuyler  but  to  take  the  heavy  ones  now  stocked  and 
ready  for  Service  would  be  to  leave  the  River  without  the  most 
necessary  Obstructions  to  the  attempts  of  the  Enemy. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  Enemy  will  form  any  Expedition 
ag't  Fort  Schuvler  early  in  the  Season,  but  if  thev  make  anv  at- 
tempt  up  the  River  there  are  many  obvious  Reasons  to  induce 
them  to  do  it  soon;  the  Garrison  at  that  Post,  as  it  is  an  Impor- 
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taut  one,  ought  to  be  compleat  &  well  provided;  &  it  is  at  least 
probable  the  heavy  Pieces  yet  behind  may  be  brought  on  &  fixed 
Time  enough  for  Fort  Schuyler,  for  the  River  they  cannot. 

I  discovered  my  Mistake  respect'g  Nixon's  Brigade;  soon  after 
I  wrote  you  I  found  that  it  was  Nixon's  Regiment  and  that  they 
were  already  to  the  Southward  near  Horseneck. 

Colo.  Warner's  Conduct  as  mentioned  by  you,  as  well  in  Re- 
spect to  arms  for  his  Regiment  as  his  Drafts  for  Provisions  is 
very  reprehensible  and  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  arms 
must  have  been  sold  and  embezzled  and  double  Rations,  were 
they  allowed,  could  not  be  consumed  by  the  Men.  It  will  not 
answer  to  continue  that  or  indeed  any  other  oi*  our  Regiments 
in  the  Neighbourhood  they  were  raised;  it  would  destroy  the 
best  Troops  under  our  best  Officers  &  this  Regiment  it  will  ren- 
der worse  than  none  at  all.  If  Troops  an1  necessary  in  that 
Quarter  as  I  suppose  they  are  it  will  be  best  to  replace  this 
Regmt.  by  another. 

I  shall  be  happy  on  your  Receipt  of  orders  which  will  place 

you  in  this  Quarter  tho  at  present  I  am  persuaded  your  Presence 

in  Albany  will  be  of  most  infinite  service.     I  have  the  Honor  to 

be  Your  most  obed.  ser. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Conway.] 


[No.  1253.] 
Three  Notorious  Felons  Recaptured. 

P>looming  Grove  (5th  April  1778. 
Mav  it  Please  Your  Excellency,  I  Received  the  Civil  Commis- 
sions  for  this  County  last  thursday  Evening  but  have1  been  unable 
to  do  any  thing  towards  qualifying  the  Majestrates  &c.  for  want 
of  the  Act  mentioned  in  the  Dedimus  Potestatem.  I  went  to 
Goshen  yesterday  expecting  to  get  it  there  as  Col.  Nicoll  told 
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me  he  thought  it  would  be  sent  down  by  Mr.  Joseph  Wood  on 
Saturday  last,  but  as  he  had  not  Returned  I  despatched  the 
Bearrer  for  it  and  would  be  glad  the  act*  for  Regulating  Elec- 
tions could  Also  be  sent. 

Inclosed  vour  Excellency  has  the  Examination!  of  three  Per- 
sons  brought  to  Goshen  and  confined  in  Goal  yesterday;  they 
were  taken  by  some  of  the  Faithful  Inhabitants  of  this  County 
below  the  Mountains  on  Friday  last  on  their  way  to  New  York — 
there  was  four  of  them  in  Company  at  the  Time  they  were  taken; 
but  Peter  Dolson  who  had  been  confined  in  Goal  Some  time  ago 
for  Stealing  Publick  Stores  and  Private  Property  was  killed  by 
the  Persons  who  took  them,  Daniel  Field,  one  of  those  now  in 
Goal  was  concerned  in  the  Felony  and  confined  with  him — they 
were  let  out  of  Goal  on  Saturday  Night  of  the  29th  Ultimo  by 
Matthew  Dolson  (of  Susqueanna)  Matthew  Dolson  (of  this 
County)  Benony  Drake,  William  Finton  and  Anthony  Clark  in 
the  manner  mentioned  in  their  Examinations. 

And  as  they  are  a  Set  of  notorious  villains  I  leave  it  with  your 
Excellency  to  Judge  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  have  them 
tried  immediately.  If  they  come  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  a 
Court  Martial  it  may  be  shortly  determined — but  if  they  are  to  be 
kept  any  considerable  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  guard  the  Goal 
or  in  all  Probability  they  will  be  let  out  again. 

They  deny  that  they  know  any  thing  about  the  other  Prisoners 

but  suppose  they  are  gone  to  the  Enemy  with  Finton  and  Drake; 

an  officer  was  sent  for  Clark  last  night  and  I  suppose  he  is  now 

in  Custody.     I  am  Your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very 

Humble  Servant 

Thomas  Moffat. 
Governor  Clinton. 

♦The  act  to  regulate  elections  within  this  state,  was  passed  27th  March,  1771, 

tNot  found. 
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[No.  1254.] 

Coxsackie  Exempts  Organize  a  Company  of  Militia. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York  &c. 

The  petition  of  the  several  persons  whose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed  and  who  have  held  either  civil  or  military  Commis- 
sions or  are  between  the  ages  of  fifty  and  fifty  five  years  and 
resident  within  Cocksakie  District  in  the  County  of  Albany: 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  for  regulating  the 
Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  your  petitioners  have  entred 
into  an  association  and  chosen  our  officers  to  command  us  as 
appears  in  a  paper  hereunto  annexed. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  Commissions  to  such  our  officers  and  your  pe- 
titioners as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 
Francis  Salisbury  Pieter  Connyne 

John  Dubois  the  mark  of 

John  Rause  Henry  X  Hendricksen 

John  Orr  Martin  Van  Ber  Gan 

Parent  Ebbertsen  Thunis  Van  Vechten  Jun'r 

Benj'n  X  Essex  Thomas  Mesick 

his  mark  James  Armitage 

Henry  Wabber  Jacob  Van  Loon 

Nicholas  Van  Woert  Petrus  Eghbertson 

Petter  Van  Lone  the  mark  of 

Tsach  Dubois  Jacob  X  Hallenbeck 

Wm.  Teller  Jun'r  Huvbartus  Dubois 

John  Bronck  Gerardus  Nuwkerk 

the  mark  of  Anderess  Agler 

Isaac  X  Teetshorn 


13S  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

We  the  hereunder  Subscribers  being  persons  who  have  held 
either  civil  or  military  Commissions  or  are  between  the  ages  of 
fiftv  and  fifty  five  years  and  residing  within  Cocksackie  District 
in  the  Countv  of  Albany  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  act  of  this 
State  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  the  State  of 
New  York  do  hereby  associate  ourselves  and  do  also  severally 
agree  that  we  will  on  all  occasions  obey  the  orders  of  our  respec- 
tive Commanding  officers;  and  will  in  cases  of  Invasion  or  In- 
cursions of  the  Enemy  or  Insurrections,  inarch  to  repel  the 
Enemy,  or  suppress  such  Insurrection  in  the  like  manner  as  the 
enrolled  Militia  are  compelled  to  do;  so  as  that  we  shall  not 
when  called  out  in  Detachments  be  annexed  to  any  other  Regi- 
ment or  Company,  or  be  under  the  immediate  Command  of  any 
other  than  our  own  officers.  And  Ave  have  also  this  dav  chosen, 
James  Barker  for  our  Captain  Abraham  Salisbury  for  our  first 
Lieutenant,  Petrus  Yanette  for  our  second  Lieutenant  &  Robert 
Patterson  for  our  Ensign.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  here- 
unto set  our  several  Hands  the  Sixth  Day  of  April  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine.* 
Jas.  Barker  John  Bronck 

Abraham  Salisbury  the  mark  of 

the  mark  of  Isaac  X  Teetshorn 

Petrus  X  Yanette  Pieter  Connyne 

Robt.  Patterson  the  mark  of 

Francis  Salisbury  Henry  Hendrickson 

John  Dubois  Martin  Yan  Ber  Gan 

John  Rause  Thunis  Yan  Yechten  Jun'r 

John  Orr  Thomas  Mesick 

Baerent  Ebbertsen  James  Armitage 

♦This   document    is   a    year    out    of   place    in    the    manuscripts,    but    is    left    where    the 
original  editor  put  it. — State  Historian. 
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Benjn  X  Essex  Jacob  Van  Loon 

his  mark  Petrus  Eghbertson 

Henry  Wabber  the  mark  of 

Nicholas  Van  Woert  Jacob  X  Hallenbeck 

Petter  Van  Lone  Huvbartus  Dubois 

Isach  Dubois  Gerardus  Nuwkerk 

Wm.  Teller  Jun'r  Andress  Agler 


[No.  1255.] 

THE   GOVERNOR  WITHOUT  A   CLERK. 

His  Subordinates  all  Take  a    Vacation    upon  the   Adjournment    of 
the  Legislature — The  Law  Relating  to  Impressments. 

Pougkkeepsie  6th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letters  of  the  5th  Instant. 
I  conclude  the  present  Business  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  up  the 
River  is  to  amuse  us  by  making  Alarms  of  that  kind  familiar  & 
of  Course  disregarded  as  well  as  to  plunder  &  Gain  Intelligence. 
This  was  the  Case  last  year  and  I  hope  we  have  sufficiently 
learned  the  Moral  that  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  Fable  of  the 
Shepard  &  the  Wolf  and  that  we  wont  be  found  Remiss  a  Second 
Time. 

I  like  the  Dispositions  you  have  made  very  well  and  inclosed 
you  have  my  Orders  to  the  Militia  agreable  thereto  one  Copy 
whereof  you  will  deliver  to  Colo.  Brinckerhoof,  your  Landlord, 
who  as  eldest  Colonel  is  to  transmit  Copies  immediately  to  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  other  Regts.  on  the  East  of  the 
River.  The  other  Copy  Please  to  send  to  my  Brother  Genl.  Clin- 
ton, who  will  make  &  transmit  Copies  to  the  different  Regiments 
on  the  West  Side  of  the  River,  as  at  present  I  am  without  a 
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Single  Clerk  or  Exp: — .  all  Hands  are  taking  a  little  Kelaxatio* 
on  the  breaking  ap  of  the  Legislature  which  they  much  need. 

With  Respect  to  Impresses^  on  the  present  Occassion,  by  per- 
using the  Act  with  a  little  A  tion,  yon  will  find  every  Diffi- 
culty  removed,  for  if  it  is  such  an  Imergency  as  woud  warrant  me 
to  cause  Impresses  to  be  made  &  I  think  it  is:  you  are  in  that 
law  \  -  'd  with  the  same  Power  as  a  Genl.  Officer  in  active  Ser- 
vice in  the  State  that  I  have  &  I  trust  you  will  execute  it  when 
warranted  bv  Law. 

If  I  can  possibly  break  our  I  will  wait  upon  you  Tomorrow  or 

next  Day  at  Fishkill.     I  am  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
GenL  McDougal. 


[No.  1250.] 

Receipt  for  Payment  of  Hay  and  Grain. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

To  Moses  Smith  Dr. 
1778. 

To  71   hundred  of  Hay  at  sundry  times  10/  £35— 1% — 0 

'20  Bushe]s  of  Grain  10/  10—  0—0 

To  Dash  paid  Postage  of  1  Letters  5—1 


£  1 5—15—1 


Poughkeppsie  April  6th  1778. 

Rec'd  The  above  I  Contents, 
e  15—15—1 

Mos<  b  Smith. 
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[No.  1257.] 

Governor  Clinton  Declines  to  Appoint  a  Commissary  and  Gives  his 

Reasons.  _ 

,    Haverstraw  April  6th  1778. 

Sir,  One  of  the  Enemy's  Ships  of  War,  and  two  Row  Gallies 
are  now  up  the  River  as  far  as  Tallow's  Point,  and  I  have  ordered 
out  part  of  the  militia  who  are  without  Provisions  and  we  know 
not  where  to  get  it  for  them,  I  must  therefore  beg  your  Excel- 
lency will  appoint  a  Commissary  and  order  down  by  the  Bearer 
a  Sum  of  money  to  purchase  Provisions,  I  would  recommend  Mr. 
Thomas  Cregeur  a  refugee  from  New  York. 

I  received  Mr.  Hatfieid's  Letter  last  Night  directing  me  to 
make  a  Return  of  my  Regiment,  which  I  shall  do  without  delay. 
I  am  Sir  Your  Excellencv's  most  Obt.  Serv't 

A.  Hawkes  Hay. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.,  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie  6th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  cant  think  of  appointing  a  Commissary  for  every  Detach- 
ment of  Militia  that  may  be  drawn  out  on  the  coming  up  of  a 
Ship  &  a  Galley  or  two.  They  must  either  bring  out  their  own 
Provissions  or  submit  to  the  Trouble  of  drawing  their  Provis- 
sion  at  the  next  Post.  And  for  this  Purpose  make  regular 
Returns.  You  can  readilly  see  the  great  Expence  &  trouble  that 
woud  accrue  from  the  other  Mode  of  supplying  them.     I  am  your 

most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Col.  A.  Hawkes  Hay.] 
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[No.  1258.] 

General  Conway  Sends  the  Warning  Cry  from  Cherry  Valley  to 

Governor  Clinton. 

Albany  6th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  petition 
from  the  Committee  of  Cherry  Valley*  together  with  the  intel- 
ligence given  by  the  man  who  Brought  the  petition.  I  add  a 
Copy  of  the  Certificate  given  to  Doctor  Hayes  the  British  sur- 
geon who  is  applying  to  goe  to  New  Yorck  with  the  invalides  it 
is  exceedingly  urgent  and  important  to  remove  the  prisonners  of 
war  from  this  place.  I  will  repair  to  General  MacDoughal  as 
soon  as  I  have  seen  the  troops  order'd  from  this  quarter  on  their 
way.  I  am  with  respect  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't  Ser- 
vant 

Th's  Conway. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1259.] 

Commissary  Cregier's  Account  for  Provisions  Furnished  to  Captain 

Johnston's  Rangers. 

An  account  of  Provisions  Deliver'd  Capt.  Kobert  Johnston  for 

the  use  of  his  Company  of  rangers  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 

York  with   Sundry   Expences  Arrising  in  furnishing  the    Said 

Company  Commencing  October  ye  18th  1777  and  Ending  April 

7th  1778  Deliverd  Pr  Thomas  Cregier  P.  Commissary. 

To  5302  pounds  of  Beef  at  7d  pence  Pr  Pound         £151—12—10 

To  2111  Pounds  of  Fresh  Pork  at  Is  pr  Pound  105—11—  0 

To  262-J  pounds  of  Veal  at  9d  pr  Pound  9—16—10 

To  198^  Pounds  of  mutton  at  9d  pence  pr  pound  7 —  8 — 10 

To  1929  pounds  of  Flower  at  32/   pr  hundred  30—16—  0 

To  51  Bushell  of  wheat  at  12/  l()d  pr  Bushell  32—14—  6 

*  See  page  126. 
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To  Salt  at  Sundry  times  £7—10 —  0 

To  Seven  Busshell  of  potatoes  1 — 15 —  0 
To  fish  for  Eight  men  on  guard  at  the  North  River 

Side         —  3— 
To  15  Loads  of  fire  wood  from  Mr.  Tallman  for  your 

guard  house  3 — 15 —  0 
To  a  Slav  and  two  horses  Sent  to  New  Windsor  for 

Liquer  and  &c.  4 — 16 —  0 
To  5J  Days  Drawing  fire  wood  to  the  guard  houses 

at  2  Dollars  pr  Day  4—  8—  0 
To  Serjants  Expenees  going  to  New  Windsor  four 

days  for  Liquer  1 — 18 — -  0 

To  3  Sleds  bringing  Provisions  from  Totoway  2 —  8 —  0 

To  3  Days  horse  hire  to  go  to  New  Windsor  1 —  4 —  0 
To  Expenees  in  going  to  Kings  ferry  Laid  out  by 

Garney  Serjt.  for  salt        — 15 —  0 
To  6  Dinners  for  Six  men  guarding  Provisions  from 

Totoday        —12— 

To  a  Sled  bringing  Provisions  from  Werames  one 

day        —16— 
To  a  half  Day  sled  hire  Bringing  Provisions  —  8— 

To  Capt.  Johnston's  Expenees  and  Sled  hire  going 

to  New  Windsor  for  powder  3 — 12 —  0 


£375—  0—  0 
Robert  Johnston  Capt. 

To  five  Months  and  Twenty  Days  Pay  in  Purchasing 

at  40  Dollars  pr  month     92 


£467—  0—  0 
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[No.  ±260.] 
GOVERNOR  CLINTON  REPORTS  TO  MR.  LAURENS. 

He  Discusses  the  Vermont  Case — Suggests  that  the  Federal  Cause 
Will  Suffer  by  New  York's  Protecting  Her  Own  Interests. 

Poughkeepsingli  7"  April  1778. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  24"  Ulto.  covering  two 
Resolutions  of  Congress  one  of  the  16"*  &  the  other  of  the  21st 
Marchf  last  have  been  deliverd  to  me.  Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  as- 
sure Congress  of  my  attention  to  those  as  well  as  every  other  of 
their  acts. 

The  Laws  lately  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  are 
now  in  the  Press  and  Copies  of  such  of  them  (when  published) 
as  were  made  in  Pursuance  of  Recommendation  of  Congress  shall 
be  transmitted  to  you  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

From  the  enclosed  Copy  of  a  Proclamation  issued  in  Compli- 
ance with  the  joint  Resolutions  of  both  Branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature your  ExcelPy  will  perceive  the  Disposition  of  this  State 
towards  its  revolted  Citizens.    A  Law  has  likewise  been  passed 

remitting  to  them  all  Pains  &  Penalties  incurred  by  their  former 

. — , . — — — — — 

*The  resolution  adopted  by  Congress  on  the  16th  of  March,  requested  the  Governors 
and  Presidents  of  the  states,  to  transmit  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible,  attested 
copies  of  the  acts  passed  by  their  respective  legislatures,  in  pursuance  of  recommenda- 
tions of  Congress. 

■[Resolved,  That  the  command  of  all  the  troops  which  now  are,  or  shall  be  collected  and  stationed 
in  the  state  of  N.  York  and  in  the  whole  northern-department,  be  vested  in  one  general-officer;  that 
this  officer  have  in  charge  all  the  forts,  posts  and  passes  therein,  and  authority  to  erect  and  make 
such  fortifications  as  he,  with  the  advice  of  gov.  Clinton  and  the  general-officers  there,  shall  judge 
necessary  for  securing  the  same,  and  to  execute  all  the  powers  lately  given  by  Congress  and  the 
board  of  war  relative  to  the  defence  of  the  North-River: 

That  gov.  Clinton  be  requested  to  yield  to  the  said  general-officer  all  the  aid  in  his  power,  In 
erecting  and  making  the  fortifications  and  obstructions  aforesaid: 

That,  for  the  more  speedy  defence  of  the  North-River,  the  said  general-officer,  or,  in  case  of  his 
absence  or  sickness,  the  officer  next  in  command,  in  the  district  above-described,  be  directed  forth- 
with to  draw  together,  at  the  Highlands,  such  of  the  troops  therein  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

And  as  the  works  would  be  greatly  expedited  if  most  of  the  continental  troops  now  at  Albany 
were  employed  therein;  to  enable  him  to  do  this,  the  said  general-officer  is  hereby  authorized  to  ask 
of  the  government  of  the  state  of  N.  York  such  numbers  of  their  militia  as  he  shall  judge  necessary, 
to  serve  at  Albany  for  the  security  of  the  arsenal  and  magazines  there,  until  the  obstructions  at  the 
Highlands  are  in  such  condition  as  to  render  any  sudden  attempt  upon  Albany  by  that  pass 
impracticable: 

That  for  manning  the  gun-boats  and  floating-batteries  built  or  building  on  the  North-River,  the 
said  general-officer  have  power  to  engage  the  necessary  officers  and  men  for  such  time  and  on  such 
terms  as  he  shall  judge  proper. — Journals  of  Congress. 


Public  Papers  op  George  Clinton.  145 

unwarrantable  Proceedings  a  Copy  shall  also  be  shortly  for- 
warded to  your  Excell'y. 

There  was  Reason  to  presume  that  Measures  so  strongly 
marked  with  Justice,  Humanity  and  Conciliation  would  have  been 
effectual  and  if  Justice  only  had  been  the  Object  of  these  People 
they  doubtless  wo'd  have  been.  But  I  am  well  informed  that  their 
attemps  to  seperate  from  this  State  continue  unremitted  and 
that  they  have  proceeded  to  the  Election  and  appointment  of 
Magistrates  &  other  Officers.  As  there  are  so  many  of  them  who 
adhere  steadfastly  to  this  State  and  daily  demand  its  Protection 
I  fear  the  Duties  of  my  Office  will  shortly  constrain  me  to  adopt 
such  Measures  for  their  Relief  and  for  maintaining  the  just 
Jurisdiction  of  this  State  in  that  Quarter  as  will  deprive  the 
United  States  of  Part  of  the  aids  they  expect  from  us  against 
the  Common  Enemy.  I  extremely  regret  the  Necessity  of  being 
driven  to  these  Extremities  especially  considering  the  Influence 
which  at  this  Critical  Season  they  may  have  on  the  Common 
Cause.  It  affords  me  however  some  Consolation  to  reflect  that 
all  Demands  on  this  State  for  Justice  are  now  fully  satisfied  and 
that  every  evil  Consequence  must  be  imputed  to  those  by  whose 
sinnister  arts  Connivance  or  Encouragement  the  Delusion  of 
those  People  is  fostered  and  promoted. 

The  Resolutions  of  Congress  disavowing  the  Facts  stated  in 
a  Publication  of  Doct'r  Young  have  had  less  Effect  than  was 
expected.  They  were  explained  away  and  ill  use  has  been  made  of 
their  containing  no  express  Disapprobation  of  the  intended 
Seperation  or  Recommendation  to  relinquish  that  Design.  The 
Publication  by  order  of  Congress  at  York  Town  of  Copies  or 
Extracts  of  certain  Letters  dated  at  the  State  of  Vermont  con- 
taining Matters  of  Intelligence  have  also  given  Occasion  to  In- 

10 
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ferences  in  their  Favor.  In  short,  Sir,  nothing  less  than  an 
explicit  and  unequivocal  Declaration  of  the  Sense  of  Congress 
on  this  Subject  will  remove  an  Opinion  which  these  People  uni- 
versally entertain  and  have  been  taught  to  believe  well  founded 
to  wit:  That  their  Proceedings  are  by  no  means  disagreable  to 
Congress  altho  prudential  Reasons  may  prevent  an  Interposi- 
tion in  Favor  of  their  Measures.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

[G.  C] 
His  Excellency  Henry  Laurens  Esqr.  Presid't  of  Congress 


[No.  1261.] 

THE  SITUATION  BY  NO  MEANS  ROSY. 

McDouya.ll  Discourages  the  Proposition  to  Introduce  Spies  at  West 
Point — Putnam's  Carelessness — He  Asks  Clinton  to  a  Conference. 

Head  Quarters  Fish  Kill  7th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  three  Letters  of  yours  of  yester- 
day. The  Orders  for  the  Militia  are  put  in  the  Train  you 
directed.  Copies  of  those  for  the  Colonels  who  are  to  assemble 
here,  have  been  made  out,  &  Letters  covering  them,  that  my 
Landlord  might  not  retard  them  from  a  Disinclination  to  write, 
I  have  caused  Enquiry  to  be  made  for  the  Commissary  of  Pris- 
oners, for  General  Putnam  has  given  me  no  minutes  or  Returns 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Department.  Whenever  the  former  is 
found,  and  I  can  furnish  him  with  a  Guard,  your  desire  respect- 
jug  the  Removal  of  the  Ensign  will  be  accomplish'd.  The  State 
of  the  works  will  not  admit  of  trying  the  Spies  at  West  Point; 
I  shall  therefore  be  obliged  to  defer  it  till  the  Regiments  from 
above  arrive.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Dubois  to  send  you  the 
Captain  and  men  you  wrote  for,  without  Loss  of  Time.  The 
Delay  of  raising  the  Levies  to  till  the  army  has  involved  us  in 
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numberless  Difficulties;  and  I  fear  will  be  productive  of  mis- 
fortunes fatal  to  our  Country.  I  have  been  prevented  from  going 
to  West-point  to-day.  The  Business  on  which  his  Excellency 
wants  our  Opinion,  would  be  best  determined  by  our  being  to- 
gether; and  as  soon  as  possible.  But  I  fear  the  Machinations  of 
the  Tories,  will  prevent  your  attendance  to  a  joint  Consultation 
on  that  Subject.  The  State  of  these  posts  requires  I  should  go 
to  West-point,  to-morrow,  which  I  intend  if  something  of  the 
greatest  moment  does  not  prevent.  If  you  could  go  down,  it 
would  enable  us  to  determine  the  Question  desired  by  the  Com- 
mander in  chief.  I  will  wait  for  you  till  nine  in  the  morning. 
The  Militia  are  applying  to  me  for  ammunition.  I  am  not  clear 
whether  I  am  properly  authorised  to  issue  it  to  them.  Besides 
they  are  so  careless  with  it,  that  they  will  waste  it;  almost  as 
fast  as  I  can  get  it  made  up.  Has  the  State  provided  none  for 
them.     The  Bearer  must  wait  your  answer.     I  am  Dear  Sir  Your 

very  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 

P.  S.     General  Parsons  writes  so  very  pressing  for  me  since  I 

finished  the  above,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  this  very  early. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie  7th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  equal  Date.     If 

I  possibly  can  I  will  wait  upon  you  Tomorrow  at  Fishkill  by 

nine  o'clock,  tho  It  is  more  than  likely  I  may  be  prevented,  in 

which  Case  I  shall  be  at  Fishkill  twly  next  morning  &  if  the 

Wind  be  Northerly  Genl.  Parsons  may  be  safely  spared  to  meet 

me  then.     I  am  Yours  sincerely, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  McDougall.] 
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[No.  1262.] 
The  Cornicall  Committee  Vouches  for  Mr.  St.  John. 

Orange  County  April  the  7th  1778. 
May  it  Pleas  your  Excelency,  Mr.  St.  John  has  Informed  the 
Committee  of  Cornwell  Precinct  that  he  had  aplyed  to  your  Ex- 
celency for  Leave  to  go  to  Europe  and  that  your  Excelency  would 
willingly  know  the  minds  of  the  Committee  who  ware  his  Neigh- 
bours. These  may  Certify  that  many  of  us  have  knone  of  Mr.  St. 
John's  talking  and  Prepareing  to  go  to  Europe  before  this  Dis- 
turbence  by  England  begun  and  that  we  are  apprehencive  of  no 
Danger  to  the  State  if  your  Excelency  Sees  fit  to  Permit  Mr.  St. 
John  to  go  to  New  York  for  a  Pasage  to  Europe.  We  are  Sir 
with  Respect  Your  most  Obedient  Servnts 

By  order  Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman. 
To  his  Excelency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1263.] 

Parole  of  Lieutenant  Benfn  P.  Griffith  of  De  Lancey's  Corps. 

I  Lieut.  Benjamin  Griffith  do  pledge  my  faith  and  word  of 
Honor  to  Major  General  Putnam,  that  I  will  depart  from  hence, 
and  remain  in  Company  with  Capt.  Seymon,  untill  deliver'd  to 
another  officer,  with  whom  I  will  continue,  and  not  leave  him 
or  his  party  on  any  pretence  untill  I  arrive  at  Poughkeepsie 
where  I  will  wait  on,  &  resign  myself  up  to  his  Excellency  Gover- 
nor Clinton. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Hartford  this  Eighth  day  of  April  1778. 

Benj'n  P.  Griffith  Lt.  2d  Batt'n  De  Lancy. 


[No.  1264.] 
Governor  Clinton  Sends  a  Gossipy  Letter  to  Francis  Lewis. 

Poughkeepsie  8th  Apl.  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  Letter  of  the  20th  Ulto.     The 
Legislature  of  this  State  sensible  of  the  Disadvantages  the  Con- 
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tinent  labours  under  for  want  of  a  more  ample  Representation 
in  Congress  and  of  the  great  Fatigue  their  Delegates  have  sus- 
tained  by  their  close  Confinement  to  Business,  have  appointed 
Genl.  Schuyler  as  an  additional  Member  and  I  expect  as  he  has 
been  notified  of  his  appointment  he  will  soon  take  his  seat  with 

• 

you. 

■    i 

The  Legislature  having  passed  many  Laws  during  the  Course 
of  a  long  Session  adjourned  on  Saturday  last. 

The  works  for  the  Defence  of  the  River  at  West  Point  are  now 
carried  on  with  Spirit.  I  have  large  Detachments  of  Militia  daily 
employed  in  this  Service  who  with  the  Continental  Troops  exert 
themselves  on  this  Occasion  from  which  I  have  Reason  to  pre- 
sume that  were  we  well  provided  with  Cannon  we  should  soon 
be  in  a  tolerable  State  of  Defence  there.  Very  few  of  those  left 
by  the  Enemy  at  Ticonderago  have  yet  arrived  at  Albany  nor 
can  they  now  be  brought  forward  stocked  &  mounted  fit  for 
Service  before  the  first  or  middle  of  June  which  will  be  too  late 
for  our  use.  What  has  occasioned  this  intolerable  Delay  I  am 
unable  to  determine.     I  am  Sir  Your  most  obed.  serv. 

[G.  C] 
Poghkeepsingh  April  8th  1778. 

Mr  Francis  Lewis. 


[No.  1265.] 

SITUATION  IN  SCHOHARIE  CRITICAL. 

Con/way  Notifies  Governor  Clinton  that  the  British  and  Hessian 
Prisoners  Have  Been  Sent  off  to  Hartford. 

Albany  8th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  Just  now  receiv'd  your  excellency's  favour  of  the  6th 
inst.     I  expect  Livingston's  Regiment  to-morrow,  and  will  im- 
mediately send  it  Down  with  a  party  of  Vanschoyk's  this  Day 
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arriv'd  from  Saratoga.  I  receive  repeated  petitions  from  the  in- 
habitants on  the  Mohawk  river.  Their  situation  is  allarming.  1 
have  shew'd  part  of  your  Letter  just  now  to  two  members  sent 
me  from  the  Committee  of  Schoary;  they  persist  in  Believing  that 
at  Least  some  small  party  of  continental  troops  should  be  with- 
out Delay  Stationn'd  at  Harperfield  and  Schoary-Kill,  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  prevent  them  from  moving,  and  to 
give  time  for  Collecting  the  militia  that  is  order'd  to  be  rais'd. 
Capt.  Alexander  Harper  from  Harper's  field  proposes  to  raise  a 
Company  of  rangers,  and  shew'd  me  the  names  of  a  good  many 
who  have  already  subserib'd  to  serve  under  him;  he  only  wants 
a  warrant  and  proper  orders;  if  your  excellency  approves  of  the 
measure,  I  think  that  the  sooner  the  warrant  Could  be  sent  from 
the  state  to  Capt.  Harper,  the  Better. 

As  soon  as  I  have  Dispatched  Levingston's  and  the  remainder 
of  Vanschoyk's,  I  mean  to  goe  to  Bennington  to  see  if  I  can  do 
any  thing  with  that  inconcevable  Regt.  of  Warner's.  I  will 
Strive  to  move  them  to  Saratoga,  and  employ  them  in  saving 
at  Least  what  Cannons  were  Left  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  fort 
Anne.  I  would  propose  to  send  also  a  party  of  forty  men  from 
this  place  to  Harperfield. 

I  this  Day  sent  off  to  Hartford  the  British  Hessians  and  Cana- 
dian prisonners  in  this  place.  Major  Stevens  has  ten  Cannons 
readdy  to  send  Down  whenever  you  order. 

I  must  strive  all  means  to  have  horses  for  transporting  the 

military  stores  in  this  place  in  case  of  accident,     Your  answer 

and  advice  upon  these  matters  I  will  be  very  happy  to  receive. 

1  am  with  respect  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  Servant. 

Th's  Conway. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1266.] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  to  Gates  of  the  Progress  of  the  Works  at 

West  Point. 

Poghkeepsingh  April  8"  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  very  obliging  letter  of  the  23d 
March,  last.*  I  am  sensible  that  the  Public  Service  has  met  with 
many  Obstructions  arising  from  the  Reasons  mentioned  in  your 
Letter  but  with  you  I  trust  that  by  a  well  directed  Perseverance 
we  shall  be  able  to  overcome  every  Obstacle  to  the  Establish- 
ment  of  our  Freedom  &  Independency. 

The  works  calculated  for  the  Defence  &  Obstruction  of  the 
Hudson's  River  are  now  carried  on  with  a  Degree  of  Spirit  that 
promises  their  speedy  Completion,  to  accomplish  which  I  have 
large  Detachments  of  Militia  daily  employed  none  of  those  from 
the  Eastward  having  yet  arrived  tho  we  may  now  soon  expect 
them. 

There  has  been  some  unaccountable  Neglect  in  getting  the 

Cannon  forward  from  Ticonderoga.     Only  two  or  three  of  the 

heavier  Pieces  are  yet  at  Albany.     The  Residue  even  tho  now  on 

their  wav,  cannot  be  here  stocked  &  mounted  fit  for  Service  be- 

fore  the  first  or  middle  of  June  which  will  be  much  too  late  for 

our  Purposes.     I  am  &c. 

i    '  [G.  C] 

Genl.  Gates. 


[No.  1267.] 

Thomas  Moffat  Indorses  Mr.  St.  John's  Application  for  Leave  to 

Go  to  Europe. 

Blooming  Grove  9th  April  1778. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  Agreeable  to  your  directions 

when  I  saw  you  last  I  have  mentioned  to  several  of  the  Principle 

♦Not  founcj. 
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People  of  this  County  Mr.  St.  John's  application  to  your  Excel- 
lency for  leave  to  Return  to  his  Native  Country,  as  well  as  the 
Encouragement  he  met  with — they  all  concur  in  wishing  that  he 
may  obtain  your  Excellencies  final  Leave,  as  they  are  sensible  of 
his  long  intentions  and  design  to  return  to  Urope,  and  some  of 
them  are  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  which  has  at  last 
forced  him  to  apply  to  your  Excellency.  Your  Positive  permis- 
sion (if  consistant  with  your  duty  at  this  time)  will  therefore  be 
extreamly  agreeable  to  their  wishes,  and  I  think  with  Justice  and 
humanity.     I  am  Your  Excellency's    most  Obedient    and  very 

Hum'e  Ser't 

Thomas  Moffat. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1268.] 

Gloriana  Stevenson  Makes  an  Eloquent  Appeal  for  Assistance  to 

Governor  Clinton. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  to  attend  the  complaint  which 
sad  Necessity  induces  me  to  Lay  before  you ;  I  Left  my  house  and 
estate  at  Frogs  point,  when  the  troops  from  Great  Britain 
Landed  there;  my  sons  are  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  I 
am  in  Circumstances  Extremely  disagreeable  to  a  person  ac- 
custom'd  to  so  Different  a  method  of  Living  from  what  I  am  at 
present  constraint  to  endure:  the  small  sum  of  money  I  could 
collect  at  the  thne  I  quitted  my  home  is  near  Expended.  It  is 
absolutely  Requisite  that  I  should  attempt  some  scheme  for  A 
future  subsistence.  With  this  view  I  made  application  to  the 
commissioners  of  Sequestration,  for  the  house  Mr.  Townsend 
formerly  inhabited,  as  it  is  A  convenient  situation  for  the  Bussi- 
ness  I  intended  to  pursue,  which  was  that  of  publick  entertain- 
ment, I  Jug'd  (Rationally  I  imagine)  that  having  Lost  all  in  the 
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contest  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  I  was 
intitled  to  some  peculiar  priviledges,  and  being  A  person  once 
possess'd  of  valuable  and  Large    demesne    I  might    hope    the 
greatest  indulgence,  and  paternal  care  of  the  Government;  Es- 
pecially as  my  sons  are  active  in  the  cause  of  Liberty  and  virtue. 
It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  exist  without  some  such  method  of 
support,  as  I  have  propos'd;  my  Request  to  your  Excellency  is 
that  some  decent  house  proper  for  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned, 
be  assign'd  me  by  some  persons  nominated  by  your  Excellency, 
as  the  Commissioners  have  seen  fit,  why  I  cannot  determine,  to 
Refuse  the  house  I  apply'd  for;  it  is  taken  up  by  one  of  the  com- 
missioners, who  has  Another  farm,  which  he  Rents  out,    his 
family  is  small,  and  he  stands  in  no  need  of  so  Large  A  tene- 
ment.    I  can  look  to  no  person  for  assistance  so  properly  as  to 
your  Excellency,  and  from  you  alone  Expect  Redress,  I  hope  you 
will  compassionate  the  circumstances  of  A  Gentle  woman,    A 
widow,  with  three  daughters,  Depriv'd  of  those  sweet  and  agree- 
able conveniences,  an  ample  fortune  enabled  them  to  Enjoy,  now 
thrown  out  upon  the  world  for  means  of  subsistence.     Do  not 
my  calamities  Loudly  Demand    commiseration?     Will  not  the 
breast  of  A  Gentleman,  A  patriot,  feel  for  me  the  tender  sensa- 
tions of  humanity?     And  will  he  not  Exert  himself  to  Render  my 
situation  more  Easy,  and  comfortable,  than  it  now  is?    May  it 
please  your  Excellency  to  give  me  Leave  to  subscribe  myself 
your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant 

Gloriana  Stevenson. 
Cortlandts  manor  April  9th  1778. 

P.  S.     I  should  Esteem  it  A  particular  favor  if  I  might  have 
the  honor  of  an  answer  by  my  Son  who  waits  on  your  Excel- 
lency with  this.    • 
[To  G.  C] 
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[No.  1269.] 

CONNECTICUT  AND  MASSACHUSETTS  COOPERATE. 

In  Defence  of  the  Hudson — Governor  Trumbull  Suggests  a  Movement 

Against  Xew  York. 

Lebanon  Kith  April  1778. 

Sir,  In  Consequence  of  your  Letter  to  me.  request'g  a  Propor- 
tion of  men  from  this  State  &  Massachusetts  Bay  to  compleat 
3000  for  Defence  of  Hudson's  River — this  State  have  complied  to 
raise  1000 — the  Massachusetts  have  agreed  to  1300 — which,  with 
your  700  makes  the  Number  mentioned — our  Quota  is  forward'g 
— Massachusetts,  I  suppos*e,  are  in  equal  forwardness. 

By  Resolution  of  Congress  of  21st  March  I  am  informed  that 
"Gov'r  Clinton  &  Gov'r  Trumbull  are  requested  to  give  every 
Assistance  in  their  Power  to  Genl.  McDougall  for  perfect'g  the 
Defence  of  the  North  River"  -to  effect  this  most  necessary  Pur- 
pose  let  me  Quere — whether,  in  addition  to  such  measures  as  are 
already  tak'g  an  effectual  &  vigorous  Effort  upon  N.  York  would 
be  one  salutary  measure  for  the  Prosecution  of  which,  the  N. 
England  States,  under  the  Direction  of  Generals  &  officers,  in 
whose  Abilities  &  Resolution  for  push'g  an  Enterprise,  they  can 
confide.  I  make  no  Doubt,  but  would  be  willing  to  turn  out  with 
their  most  vigorous  Exertions.  I  doubt  not  also  the  utmost 
Exertions  of  your  State— a  measure  of  this  kind  would  at  least 
prove  a  Diversion  in  Fav'r  of  Genl.  Washington  &  perhaps  draw 
good  Part  of  the  British  Army  more  Eastward,  where  it  is  in  our 
Power  to  meet  them  perhaps  with  better  Effect  to  the  general 
Cause  than  in  their  present  Situation.  I  hint  the  matter  only 
for  your  Consideration — think  upon  it — if  on  Digestion,  it  hap- 
pens to  meet  your  approbation,  you  will  please  to  hit  on  such 
measures  for  forward'g  its  accomplishment,  as  you  think  proper. 
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In  this,  or  in  any  other  Projection  for  the  Purpose  mentioned  in 

the  Resolution  of  Congress  I  shall  be  ready  to  assist  &  cooperate 

with  my  utmost  abilities.     With  great  Esteem  I  am  Sir  Your 

most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Jon'th  Trumbull. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  1270.] 

Mr.    Cregier  Asks    for   Compensation   for   Furnishing   Johnston's 

Rangers  with  Supplies. 

Clarkstown  April  11th  1778. 
May  it  Please  your  Execleneey  Last  September  I  was  appointed 
Depty  Commissari-v  of  the  Mellitia  Under  the  Command  of  Cole- 
nell  Ann  Hawks  Hay,  and  in  October  Last  Capt.  Johnston  of 
Clarkstown  who  Commanded  a  Company  of  Bangers  apply'd  to 
me  to  Furnish  him  with  Provisions  for  the  said  Company;  in 
Obediance  to  duty  of  my  Country  I  Cheerefully  Comply'd  with 
his  Request;  and  as  I  have  Furnished  Captain  Johnston  and  his 
Company  Six  months  with  Provisions,  I  cannot  Inform  myself 
who  I  am  to  apply  to  for  Cash  to  pay  off  those  Debts  I  have  Con- 
trected  and  am  Daily  Harrised  for  the  Money  for  the  Provisions 
I  have  Purchased.  I  will  be  Heartily  Glad  your  Excelencey  will 
Please  to  give  me  Instructions  where  I  am  to  Draw  the  money  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  People  for  the  same,  and  Likewise  to  Re- 
ceive my  Pay  for  thus  acting  as  Purchising  Commissarry  as  I 
was  Discharged  by'  Colnell  Hay  when  the  militia  and  Compinies 
of  Drafts  was  Discharged— and  as  I  have  apply'd  to  Colenell 
Hay  for  the  money  he  Tells  me  that  Capt.  Johnston's  Provisions 
Does  not  come  Under  his  Department.  Therefore  must  apply  to 
your  Excelencey;  who  I  hope  will  Eneable  me  to  Receive    the 
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money  as  I  Can  Produce  a  Just  and  Per-ticular  account  of  every 

Thing  Purchased  by  me  for  said  Company  and  as  I  am  a  Refugee 

from  Kings  Bridge  who  had    the  Honour    of  Commanding  an 

armed  vessel  Belonging  to  the  Provential  Congress  of  New  York 

would  be  glad  of  serving  in  any  Department  under  your  Gover- 

ment  if  an  Ishuing  Commisary  should  be  wanting.     Colonell  Hay 

has  acquainted  me  he  wrote  on  that  subject  to  your  Excelencey 

and  Great  Demur  amonghst  the  melitia  who  is  on  Duty  for  the 

want   of  Provisions,  But  cannot  Redress  Them    without    your 

Orders;  I  conclude  with  my  Due  Respects  your  Excelency's  Most 

Obediant  Humble  Servant  at  any  Command 

Thomas  Cregier. 
To  His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton,  esqr. 

P.  S.     I  will  be  very  Glad  to  have  an  answer    Directed    at 

Clarkstown. 


[No.  1271.] 

John  Livingston  Accepts  Appointment  as  an  Aide. 

Manor  Livingston  Apr.  12  '78. 
Sir,  Mr.  Duane  inform'd  me  your  Excellency  has  done  me  the 
Honor  to  appoint  me  one  of  your  Aid  Du  Camps  according  to 
my  request,  for  which  I  return  iny  thancks  and  am  ready  to  at- 
tend your  Excellency  whenever  I  am  ordered.     I  am  Sir  Your 

Excellency's  most  obed't  Humble  Serv't 

John  Livingston. 
For  his  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 
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[No.  1272.] 
WESTCHESTER  PETITIONS  FOR  RELIEF. 

The  Gaol  Removed  to  Bedford  Since  the  Burning  of  White  Plains — 
A  Guard  of  Thirty  Necessary  to  Look  After  Prisoners, 

'    '  i  i     Bedford  12th  April  1778. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  General  and  Comander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia 

and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  The  petition  of  the  Good  people 
of  County  of  West  Chester  Humbly  Sheweth,  That  whereas  by 
the  depradation  of  the  Enemy  in  this  County,  the  Court  House 
at  the  White  Plains  together  with  that  Village  have  been  totally 
Consumed  by  fire, 

The  good  people  of  this  County  have  erected  a  small  Goal 
or  Guardhouse  in  the  Town  of  Bedford  in  order  to  Confine  of- 
fenders, and  for  the  further  securing  more  effectually  the  Liberty 
of  the  well  affected  of  this  State  in  general. 

And  whereas  the  general  Committee  together  with  the  Field 
Officers  of  this  County  did  rais  a  small  guard  by  virtue  of  a  Resolu- 
tion of  Convention,  for  the  better  securing  of  prisoners  in  the 
said  Place  of  Confinement  Whose  times  of  Enlistment  are  now 
expired,  and  the  Committee  and  Field  Officers  do  not  think 
themselves  properly  authorized  to  revive  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  Town  abovesaid  has  now  become  the  place 
where  all  publick  business  is  transacted  in  the  abovesaid 
County,  We  pray  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Civil  author- 
ity of  said  County  will  never  be  able  to  carry  the  Laws  of  the 
State  in  execution,  unless  a  small  guard  be  allowed  them,  and 
for  the  better  securing  those  persons  whose  conduct  do  not  en- 
title them  to  run  at  large. 
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We  whose  Names  are  hereto  affixed  for  ourselves,  and  in  Be- 
half of  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  humbly  pray 
your  Excellency  once  more  to  extend  your  kind  hand  of  protection 
to  us  by  enabling  us  to  raise,  under  some  proper  Officer,  a  Guard 
of  Thirty  men  in  such  manner  as  your  Excellency  shall  think 
most  expedient  to  serve  one  Year  from  the  time  of  their  Inlist- 
ment. 

And  whereas  the  Guards  heretofore  raised  were  allowed  and 
payed  at  the  Rates  following  (Viz.)  Officers  continental  pay  and 
rations  or  in  Lieu  of  Rations  twenty  one  Shillings  pr  Week,  Ser- 
jents  Seven  Pounds  pr  Month  and  Sixteen  Shillings  a  week  for 
Rations,  Corporal  and  Drum  Six  Pounds  Ten  Shillings  Pr  Month 
and  Sixteen  Shillings  pr  Week  Rations,  Privates  Six  Pounds  Pr 
Month  and  Sixteen  Shillings  pr  Week  rations. 

And  whereas  we  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  raise  a  Guard 
at  this  Season  of  the  year  for  less  than  heretofore  giyen,  we 
hope  your  Excellency  will  enable  the  Officers  heretofore  men- 
tioned to  rais  a  Guard  on  the  same  footing  as  before,  assuring 
you  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  in  any  point  without  such 
necessary  Guards  being  raised. 

Your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  obserye  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  there  are  almost  daily  instances  in  which  the  admin- 
istrators  of  Justice  are  obliged  to  convey  offenders  to  different 
parts  of  the  Continent,  which  at  many  times  has  left  our  Guard 
consisting  of  only  Twenty  fiye  men,  that  the  Committee  them- 
selves have  often  been  obliged  to  Guard  the  prisoners  them- 
selves. 

Relying  therefore  on  your  Excellency's  great  Goodness  to  do 
as  you  in  your  great  wisdom  shall  think  fit,  your  petitioners 
will  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray. 
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Gilb't  Drake,  Robt.  Graham,  Eben'r  Lockwood,  Ab'in  Leggett, 
Gilb't  Budd,  Eb'r  Haviland,  Jon'n  G.  Graham,  Daniel  Horton, 
Ebenezer  Ward,  Benja.  Lyon,  Peter  Lyon,  Lot  Sarlls,  Philip 
Leek,  Ezekiel  Huddie,  David  Hays,  Andrew  Sniffen,  Michael 
Hays,  John  Fornian,  —  Pnrdy,*  Jacob  Miller  Jun'r,  Henry  Piers, 
Jesse  Wilson,  Elijah  Hunter,  Benjamin  Hay,  Gilbirt  Wright, 
Gabriel  Higgins,  Isaac  Baxter,  Nathaniel  Weeks,  Alex'r  Whaley, 
John  Buchanan,  Israel  Lyon;  Thomas  Pinkney,  John  Oakley, 
Ebenezer  Purdy,  James  Brown,  Jesse  Holly,  Lemuel  Light,  Seth 
Whitne,  Gilbirt  Dean,  James  Raymond,  Richard  Armstrong, 
Ebenezer  Miller,  Zebadiah  Mills,  Jas.  Ronalds,  Samuel  Lewis, 
Nathanel  Clark,  Daniel  Clark,  Joseph  Holmes,  Sanrl  Mills,  Justis 
Harris,  Joseph  Rundell,  Becker  Holmes,  Daniel  Hait,  William 
Garnsey,  Isaac  Smith,  Nathan  Clark,  Joseph  Clark  Jun'r,  Moses 
St.  John,  Jonas  Halt,  Samuel  Gray,  Hezekiah  Wood,  Isaac  Clark, 
William  Reynolds,  Gideon  Seely,  Israel  Hait,  Nathan  Clark  jun., 
James  Raymond  Jun'r,  Joseph  Clark,  Nathan  Olmsted,  Lido-wick 
Light,  Nathan  Holmes,  Joseph  Mills,  John  Wescot,  John  Saund- 
ers, Cornelius  Clark,  Marcus  Moseman,  Daniel  Miller,  Lewis  Mil- 
ler, James  Mills,  Daniel  Bostwick,  Henry  Charlick,  Daniel  Mil- 
ler, Isaac  Miller,  Stephen  Weeks,  Ogleby  D.  Steward,  John  Buck- 
bee,  Mosas  Higgins,  Enoch  Honeywel,  James  McDonald,  Eli 
Seely,  Joseph  Miller,  Samuel  Bostwick,  Daniel  Tibbet,  Josiah 
Mills,  John  Ingersull,  Josiah  Miller  juner,  Josiah  Miller,  Jona- 
than Weeks,  George  Arhart,  William  Wright,  Nathanel  Waring-, 
Jonathan  Horton. 


Indecipherable, 
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[No.  1273.] 
Governor  Clinton  Urges  General  Schuyler  to  Proceed  to  Congress. 

Poghkeepsingh  13  April  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  did  myself  the  Honor  by  a  Letter  of  27th  March  to  in- 
form you  of  your  appointment  as  an  additional  Delegate  to  repre- 
sent this  state  in  Congress  which  (as  I  have  received  no  answer)  T 
am  apprehensive  may  have  miscarried.  The  necessity  there  is  of 
your  speedy  attendance  on  that  But}'  induces  me  to  repeat  the  In- 
formation and  beg  you  to  repair  to  York  Town  with  as  much  Ex- 
pedition as  conveniently  may  be.  I  shall  expect  to  see  you  on  your 
Way  thither  and  am  with  great  Regard  your  most  obed.  ser. 

'        [G.  0.] 

Major  Genl.  Schuyler. 


[No.  1274.] 

COLONEL  HARDENBERGH  RUNS  CLOSE  UP  TO  MUTINY. 

Governor  Clinton  Overlooks  the  Offence  and  Administers  Diplomatic 

Advice.  i 

New  Hurly  April  9th  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  Rece'd  orders  from  your  Hon'r 
dated  19th  Instant,  for  one  third  of  Colo:  Hasbrouks  Regt.  of 
militia  to  march  Imediatly  to  West  Point,  To  Join  the  Troop 
under  the  Command  of  Genl.  Persons,  for  Two  weeks,  To  assist  in 
Carring  on  the  works. 

Mr.  Wisner  as  Commissioner  appointed  to  Carry  on  the  said 
works,  apply'd  To  me  for  one  third  of  our  Regt.  for  one  week, 
which  I  Complyed  with,  Knowing  the  Nescessity  of  it  being  of 
much  Consequence,  when  our  Country  is  in  Such  a  Defencelas 
Situation  as  at  present,  But  Expected  wou'd  be  Relieved  at  that 
Time,  by  our  Northeren  Regt.  of  Ulster,  Albany  and  Dutches 
Countys  &  Take  an  Eqnil  Turn.  . 
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I  think  our  Regt.  is  heavy  loaded  with  military  Dutys,  by  what 
our  Neighbours  are.  Remember,  after  the  Reduction  of  fort  Mont- 
gomry,  when  Esopus  was  Consumed,  where  was  Collo.  Pawlings  & 
Snyders  Regt.,  they  were  not  To  be  Seen.  Remember  the  Six 
weeks  Service  in  Nov'r  Last  at  Nickols's  Point — where  was  Paw- 
lings  &  Snyders  Regts.,  Even  Orange  County  militia  which  were 
Equilly  ordered  in  that  Service  with  us,  but  did  not  attend,  when 
our  Regt.  attended  in  full, 

This  winter,  there  was  not  a  week,  but  we  where  Called  upon  by 
the  Q.  M.  To  Carry  Stores  from  Newburgh  To  Sussux,  when  our 
Northeren  Neighbours  where  all  at  home;  and  Now  againe,  what  is 
become  of  our  Northeren  fellow  Subjects?  Are  they  Totely  Ex- 
empted or  burried  in  the  Oblivion? 

I  Immediately  Complyed  with  your  orders,  I  had  in  Conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Wisners  Request.  Ten  Days  before,  Draughed  one 
third  of  the  Regt.  For  three  weeks,  our  men  Turned  out  with 
much  Spiritt.  Wee  have  Now,  and  had,  one  Hundred  &  Sixty 
men,  including  Twenty  men  in  New  Marlburgh  precinct  Citing 
Logs  for  the  Chain,  in  Consequence  of  these  orders. 

We  are  informed  that  by  a  Law  of  this  State,  are  Obliged  To 
Rais,  out  of  the  militia,  men  to  fill  up  the  State  Regts.  in  Con- 
tinantial  Service,  that  your  Hon'r  is  Entituled  To  a  Discretionery 
power  to  Rais  them  in  any  part  of  the  State.  We  humbly  Beg 
leave  to  acquaint  your  Hon'r,  that  Considering  the  great  Distress 
&  Difficulty  under  which  our  Regt.  has  Laboured,  Being  the  main 
Defence  of  the  Passes  in  the  Highlands,  &  always  Ready  to  De- 
fend it,  that  your  Hon'r  wou'd  be  pleased  to  Exempt  our  Regt. 
from  Raising  any  Part  of  them,  Because  we  Believe  there  is  not  a 
men  in  our  Regt.  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  Enter  in  any  of  these 

Regt.  Because  Oollo.  Dubois  &  his  officers  have  had  freequent  op- 

11 
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pertunity  within  a  Course  <>f  I  his  year  past  To  Inlist  them.  These 
&  many  oilier  Reasons  Convineies  of  that  fact  That  if  vour  Hon'r 
Considers  these  facts  Canditly,  I  flatter  m3'self  will  Excuse  our 
Regt.  from  Raising  any  pari  of  these  men.  These  are  matters 
Great  Importance  and  Beg-  it  may  obtain  your  Hon'r  attention  & 
a  probation.  I  am  Hon'r  S'r  with  much  Respect  Your  Verry  Huin'e 
&  Obed't  Serv't 


To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Joh's  Hardenbergh,  Ju'r. 


Poughkeepsie  13th  April  1TTS. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  9th  In- 
stant. I  am  sensible  your  Regiment  and  Colo.  McClaghry's  & 
some  other  Regiments  from  their  peculiar  Situation  were  bur- 
r  thened  with  an  extraordinary  share  of  Duty  last  year,  for  which 
whenever  it  is  in  my  Power  consistent  with  Law  &  my  Duty,  I 
will  most  readilly  consider  them.  In  the  present  Drafts  to  be 
made  to  fill  up  the  Continental  Battalions,  I  have  it  is  true.  Power 
to  grant  Exemptions  to  certain  Regiments,  who  have  furnished  or 
are  destined  to  furnish  Men  for  other  Services  since  the  1st  of 
January  last;  but  I  have  no  authority  to  give  Exemp- 
tions for  Services  performed  before  that  period.  The  Regi- 
ments I  exempt  are  principally  Frontier  Regiments  &  they  are  in 
Consideration  thereof  to  furnish  7(10  Men  for  the  Defence  of  the 
State  to  continue  in  Service  for  one  vear  from  the  1st  of  January 
last.  The  Drafts  for  tin1  Continental  Battalions  are  every  fifteenth 
Man  &  in  the  whole  will  ammount  to  about  500  Men  only.  Those 
for  the  other  Service  on  an  average,  will  be  at  least  every  7th  Man 
&  will  ammount  to  700  to  serve  for  as  long  a  Period.  One  third 
of  vour  Regiment  were  ordered  by  me  into  Service  for  2  Weeks  at 
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West  Point  &  so  has  the  other  Regim'ts  South  of  you  &  Colo. 
Brinckerhoff's  of  Dutchess  County-  The  other  Regiments  who 
have  not  performed  equivalent  Service  must  yet  take  their  Turns 
there  of  elsewhere.  Two  of  the  Regiments  in  this  County  are  to 
raise  60  Men  each  for  one  year.  Colo.  Southerland's  has  now  an 
Equal  Number  in  actual  Service  in  this  County  erecting  Block 
Houses  to  confine  the  State  Prisoners  in  &  as  Guards  over  them 
to  continue  for  one  Month.  Albany  County  was  ordered  to  raise 
400  Men  for  last  Winter,  four  Months  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of 
Congress,  which  I  suppose  you  will  judge  equal  to  your  present 
Service  at  least. 

You  may  rest  assured,  Sir,  that  as  soon  as  I  can  get  regular  Re- 
turns of  the  Different  Corps  of  Militia  the  Duty  from  Time  to  Time 
shall  be  as  equally  shared  among  the  different  Regiments  as  in  my 
Power,  and  if  at  any  Time  one  Regt.  or  County  from  their  Situa- 
tion shoud  be  called'  to  do  a  greater  Share  then  another,  they  will 
have  due  Credit  &  be  considered  for  it  on  some  future  Occassion. 
Upon  the  whole  I  trust  you  will  readilly  see  that  It  is  not  in  my 
Power  to  exempt  your  Regiment  on  the  present  Occassion,  without 
exempting  every  other  Regiment  having  performed  like  Services, 
which  woud  entirely  defeat  the  Design  of  the  Law.     I  am  with 

great  Regard  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

I  trust  you  Consider  yourselves  as  Volluntiers  when  out  at  Mr. 

Wisner's  Request  without  my  orders.     I  am  sure  it  was  out  5>f 

real  Zeal  in  the  Cause  of  your  Country. 

[To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardenbergh.] 
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[No.  1275.] 

Commissary  Cuyler  Requests  Advice  from  Governor  Clinton  Relative 

to  the  Shipment  of  Food  Supplies. 

Albany  April  13th  1778. 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  your  requast,  through  my  friend  Robert 
Yates,  I  send  you  one  Barrel  of  Boiling  Pease;  hope  they  may 
arrive  Safe. 

The  late  Embargo  Act  to  prevent  the  Exsportation  of  Flour, 
meal  &  Grain,  is  intirely  Silent  respecting  any  of  the  above  ar- 
ticles, which  may  be  found  necessary  by  the  Commissaries  to 
Exsport  into  the  Eastren  States,  from  which,  however,  I  concive 
it  my  Duty  to  inform  your  Excellencey  that  as  soon  as  the  Roads 
are  fit,  I  shall  have  to  forward  to  Boston  a  Considerable  Quantity 
of  Flour,  for  the  use  of  the  Prisioners  of  the  Convention  &  other 
Public  wants  there.  It  is  also  in  Contemplation  to  remove  to 
Shaffield  some  flour  as  a  Place  of  Security. 

Your  Excellencev  will,  therefore,  be  Pleased  to  Give  me  Such 
assistance  &  advice  in  this  matter,  as  will  Inable  me  to  move 
forw'd  Such  quantites  of  Flour  as  shall  be  requasite  for  the  Pub- 
lic Service,  to  ascertain  the  Quantity  Is  impossible.  It  will 
Depend  on  what  can  be  Spared,  as  well  as  the  demands  Which 
may  be  made  on  me  from  time  to  Time.  I  am  with  respect  Your 
Excellence's  most  Obdt.  &  vary  humble  Serv't 

Jacob  Cuvler. 
To  His  Excellencey  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

3J  Bush,  of  Pease 24/    £3  —  18  —  0 

Cash  6  —  0 

£4  _  4  _  o 
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[No.  1276.] 

Governor  Clinton  Discusses  the  Question  of  Patronage  with  the 

Schenectady  Committee. 

Poughkeepsingh  April  13"  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  honored  by  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  24" 
Ulto.  inclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Remonstrance  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Schenectady  by  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
District.  Be  pleased  to  assure  them,  Sir,  that  as  far  as  I  have 
anything  to  do  in  the  Distribution  of  Offices,  the  People  of  the 
Town  of  Schenectady  shall  equally  participate  with  the  People 
of  Albany,  or  of  any  other  Part  of  the  State,  and  that  my  Orders 
shall  never  charge  them  with  more  than  their  due  Proportion  of 
Military  Duty.  As  to  the  appointments  in  the  Continental  Line, 
in  which  tho'  there  may  have  been  Partiality,  it  is  out  of  my 
Power  to  correct  it,  but  as  to  any  abuses  which  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Staff  of  the  army  on  proper  Complaint  &  Proof  the 
Persons  injured  will  be  redressed  and  the  Offenders  punished. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

[G.  C] 
To  Andrew  McFarland,  Esqr. 


[No.  1277.] 
The  Five  New  Continental  Battalions. 
Sir,  Presuming  on  your  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  your  Country 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  appointing  you  a  Commissioner  for 
carrying  the  inclosed  Law  for  filling  up  the  five  Continental 
Battalions  raised  under  the  Direction  of  this  State*  into  Execu- 
tion to  which  important  Business  I  trust  you  will  pay  due  atten- 


*The  act  for  completing  the  five  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of 
this  state,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  day  of  February  1778,  was  passed  by 
the  New  York  State  Legislature  April  first,  1778. 
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tion.    The  General  Order  containing  your  appointment  you  have 

also  inclosed.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Your  most  obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
13th  April  1778. 

Copies  with  the  Law  &  Genl.  Orders  sent  to  Henry  Glen,  Jona- 
than Lawrence  &  Thomas  Palmer  Esqrs.  Coin'rs  the  14th  Apl. 
1778. 


[No.  1278.] 

General  McDougall    Complains  of    the    Trivial   Annoyances    he  is 

Subjected  to. 

Fish  Kill  13th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  so  Harassed  with  business  of  a  trivial  nature, 
that  my  mind  is  almost  distracted  and  scarcely  able  to  attend 
to  the  important  concerns  of  the  department.  In  this  state,  a 
Lieut.  Griffith  in  the  Enemy's  Service  of  the  2d  Battalion,  of 
Delancy's  Brigade  has  come  to  this  place,  with  a  Party  goeing 
to  Head  Quarters,  on  parole,  by  direction  of  General  Putnam 
to  deliver  himself  up  to  you  as  he  says  to  be  exchanged  for  some 
officer  of  this  state;  as  he  is  originally  from  it.  As  I  am  utterly 
unacquainted  with  the  reasons  of  this  extraordinary  proceedure, 
in  this  critical  state  of  these  posts;  and  your  condition  at  Pough- 
kepsie;  I  have  detained  him  here  till  I  can  receive  some  in- 
formation on  this  subject.  This  moment  one  John  Ireland  taken 
on  Long  Island,  is  brought  on  here  in  Irons.  This  I  suppose  is 
in  consequence  of  the  late  resolutions  of  Congress;  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  state  he  originally  belonged  to.  I  am  Dear 
Sir  Your  Humble  Servant 


Alex'r  McDougall. 


&' 


[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1279.] 

Colonel  Hathorn   Calls   General  James   Clinton's  Attention  to   the 

Case  of  Caleb  Hyatt. 

Warwick  14th  April  1778. 

Dear  General,  Your  favour  I  Reeieved  with  an  Order  Inclosed 
which  I  Shall  Strictly  attend  to,  However  dificult  it  may  be,  as 
the  distance  of  some  part  and  indeed  the  whole  of  my  Regiment 
from  West  Point  &  the  other  places,  may  Prevent  our  Properly 
Recieving  the  Alarm;  the  disposition  of  my  Regiment  is  Either 
at  West  Point  or  Sydman's  Bridge,  I  Shall  be  at  a  Loss  which 
place  to  March  to,  I  hope  that  on  the  appearance  of  the  Enemies 
Landing  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River  I  may  be  informed  there- 
of, from  the  Governor  or  Officer  Commanding  at  that  Post,  other- 
wise I  must  if  alarmed  by  the  Fireing  of  the  Guns  march  to  West 
Point.  I  '  * 

Sir,  vou  mav  Remember  that  vou  ordered  Into  Confinement, 
Last  Winter  at  N.  Windsor  a  Certain  Caleb  Hoyatt  supposed  to 
be  a  prisoner  of  Warr,  from  which  place  he  was  Transmitted  to 
Poughkepsey  Goal;  he  is  now  out,  at  Work  at  Crumb  Pond,  on 
Some  kind  of  Security,  I  have  Since  Enquired  of  Some  Deserters 
who  left  the  Enemy  Since  he  was  taken  who  declares  he  was 
deemed  a  deserter,  from  them,  I  believe  he  was  coming  in  when 
he  was  taken,  although  he  told  So  bad  a  Story  when  Examined 
before  you  for  which  he  has  pretty  well  Suffered. 

His  Wife  and  Family  Stands  in  Great  Need  of  Some  aid;  un- 
less he  is  allowed  to  take  Some  care  of  them,  its  probable  they 
will  be  an  Expence  to  the  Publick.  I  hope  the  General  will  Con- 
sider his  case  who  by  a  little  Interference  he  may  be  Enlarged, 
he  I  am  Convinced  may  with  less  danger  to  the  Country  be 
allowed  to  be  here  with  his  family  than  where  he  now  is.     I  will 
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make  it  my  Business  to  keep  a  Watchfull  Eye  over  him,  however" 

I  am  well  Sattisfied  his  Intentions  was  Good  Notwithstanding 

his  Conduct.     I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Your  obt  Serv't 

John  Hathorn  Col. 
General  James  Clinton  at  New  Windsor. 


[No.  1280.] 

The  Militia  at  West  Point  to  be  Dismissed — The  Case  of  Lieutenant 

Griffith. 

Poughkeepsie  15th  Apl.  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  vour  Letter  of  the  13th  Instant. 
Was  the  Dep'y  Commissary  Genl.  of  Prisoners  to  attend  in  this 
Department  &  do  his  Duty  it  woud  save  you  &  me  a  great  deal 
of  Trouble.  Genl.  Putnam  writes  me  that  Lieut.  Griffin  was  out 
on  Parole  in  Connecticut  where  he  endeavoured  to  poison  the 
Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  as  much  as  in  his  Power  that  for  this 
Reason  &  because  he  was  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  he  is  sent 
here.     What  to  do  with  him  I  dont  know. 

I  inclose  you  a  Letter  I  received  yesterday  from  Governor 
Trumbull  for  your  perusal  which  as  it  is  not  yet  answered  you 
will  please  to  return  to  me  by  the  first  convenient  Opportunity. 

I  have  sent  out  orders  to  Draft  from  the  different  Regiments 

of  Militia  of  this  State  to  fill  up  the  five  Continental  Battalions 

<fc  as  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  dismiss  the  Militia  im- 

ployed  at  West  Point  untill  those  Drafts  are  made  I  must  begg 

you  to  dismiss  them  accordingly.     I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obed?t 

Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Genl.  McDougal. 
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[No.  1281.] 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  NORTH. 

General    McDougaU    Opposed    to    Large    Commissary   Depots    as 
Offering  Inducements  for  Raids  from  the  Enemy. 

Fish  Kill  15th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  been  favored  with  yours,  of  this  date,  cover- 
ing sundry  Letters,  and  a  petition  from  Cherry  Valley.  All  my 
enquiries  about  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  have  proved  in- 
effectual. I  suppose  he  is  gone  to  furnish  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral with  such  information,  as  is  necessary,  preparative  to  the 
general  exchange  of  Prisoners.  As  I  have  no  Command  of  the 
troops,  in  the  northern  Department,  and  a  total  Stranger,  to  the 
Geography  of  Cherry  valley,  and  Albany,  I  can  give  no  decisive 
advice  where  it  will  be  proper,  to  station  the  troops  above,  or  to 
deposit  the  Flour  purchased  by  the  Commissary.  It  however 
appears  to  me  inexpedient,  to  collect  any  more  of  it  at  Albany 
than  will  be  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  troops,  which  may 
be  stationed  there;  as  it  will  only  serve  to  increase  the  enemy's 
attention  to  that  City,  should  a  Misfortune  happen  on  the  River. 
Such  quantities  of  the  Flour  as  may  be  near  the  River,  should 
be  removed  from  it,  and  stored  in  small  parcels  out  of  the  reach 
of  a  Coup  de  main.  When  the  difficulty  of  Carting  is  considered, 
the  enemy  will  not  risque  a  march  into  the  Country,  to  destroy 
or  collect  small  parcells,  but  if  a  considerable  magazine  is  col- 
lected, it  may  prompt  him  to  run  more  hazard.  It  would  frus- 
trate the  end  of  purchasing  stores,  to  put  them  in  State  of  abso- 
lute Security,  unless  they  were  in  fortified  places,  near  the  army, 
but  as  we  are  not  possessed  of  such  holds,  our  Stores  will  always 
be  in  some  danger,  if  they  are  at  Command  for  use. 
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The  impatience  of  Dr.  McNamara  Hayes,  to  leave  Albany  in- 
dicates an  intention  to  serve  his  master  at  our  expence;  but  he 
should  know  or  be  taught  it,  that  his  giving  receipts  for  neces- 
saries furnished  the  Hospital,  does  not  come  up  to  the  resolution 
of  Congress;  the  money  must  be  paid  for  those  articles,  if  every 
other  impediment  was  removed,  before  he  and  his  fellow  prisoners 
are  exchanged. 

It  is  a  pressing  Season  to  dismiss  the  Militia  at  West  Point,  but 
it  must  be  done.  You  are  ready  with  our  joint  opinion  to  answer 
the  important  question  put  to  you  by  Governor  Trumbull:  It 
is  therefore  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  on  that  Sub- 
ject. Has  our  State  made  no  provision  of  Ammunition  for  the 
Militia?  If  not  can  it  be  conceived,  that  I  am  authorized  to  fur- 
nish any  but  to  those  who  shall  be  in  actual  Service?  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  with  esteem  Your  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


J 


[No.  1282.] 

LOYAL'  TO  NEW  YORK. 

Representatives  from  a  Number  of  Towns  of  Vermont  Oppose  the 
Creation  of  a  Neiv  State  at  This  Particular  Time. 

In  a  Convention  of  Committees  from  the  Towns  of  Hinsdale, 
Brattleborough,  Guilford,  New  Fane,  Putney  &  Rockingham  held 
by  adjournment  at  Capt'n  Sarjeant's  in  Brattleborough  the  15th 
April  1T7S. 

Resolved  that  Copies  of  the  following  Letter  be  signed  by  the 
Chairman,  and  forwarded  to  the  several  Towns  in  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  who  have  or  shall,  either  by  themselves  or  agents, 
agree  to  and  sign  the  Protest  this  Day  entered  into  by  the  above 
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mentioned  Committees;  and  that  he  also  send  Copies,  thereof,  to 
such  Towns  as  have  a  respectable  Minority  who  are  opposed  to 
the  New  State,  that  such  Minorities  may  elect  Persons  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Convention  of  Committees  proposed  to  be  held 
the  thirtieth  Day  of  June  next. 

Brattleborough  15th  April  1778. 

Gentlemen,  As  we  are  warmly  interested  in  favour  of  Ameri- 
can  Liberty  we  can  not  view  with  Unconcern,  or  remain  silent 
Spectators  of  the  present  disorderly  attempt  to  seperate  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  from  the  thirteen  United  States; — a  measure 
directly  tending,  in  our  Opinion,  to  weaken  the  Opposition  made 
by  the  Continent  to  its  European  Oppressors,  and  introduce  the 
utmost  Confusion,  at  a  time  when  good  order  and  Unanimity  are 
essentially  necessary. 

The  final  adjudication  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  privy 
Council  (the  only  proper  Court  which  could  then  determine  mat- 
ters of  this  nature)  that  this  Territory  was  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  New  York;  our  peaceable  acquiescence  in  that  Judgment, 
and  Representation  in  Continental  Congress  and  the  Convention 
of  New  York,  both  before  and  since  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendance;  are  undoubted  Proofs  that  our  allegiance  is  justly  due 
to  the  State  of  New  York,  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  deter- 
mine. The  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  June  last,  and 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  are  convincing  to  us  that  that 
honorable  Body  disapproves  of  a  measure  so  extraordinary.  The 
present  Government  of  New  York  engaging  to  remove  such 
Grievances  as  we  really  laboured  under,  from  the  Iniquity  and 
bad  Policy  of  our  former  Governors,  we  hope  will  quiet  the  Com- 
plaints arising  from  those  Grievances. — And  the  Confusion  that 
erecting  a  new  State,  without  the  Consent  of  Congress,  has  al- 
ready &  will  more  abundantly  introduce;  the  present  Inability 
of  the  People  to  support  a  seperate  Government,  however  frug- 
ally the  public  Monies  are  managed;  and  the  great,  very  great, 
Scarcity  of  Men  properly  qualified  to  make  and  put  in  Execution 
a  wise  System  of  Laws,  plainly  demonstrate  to  us  the  wretched 
Policy  of  so  extraordinary  an  attempt  at  this  time. 
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We  have  therefore  agreed  upon,  and  shall  forward  to  the  as- 
sembly of  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont,  a  Protest  against 
erecting  the  Grants  into  an  independant  Government  in  the 
present  time;  and  also  one  Copy  thereof  to  his  Excellency  Gover- 
nor Clinton,  and  another  to  the  Press  for  Publication,  that  the 
World  may  know  our  Disapprobation  of  the  present  irregular 
Proceedings. 

We  think  it  the  Duty  of  every  Friend  to  the  Independance  of 
America,  more  especially  in  the  Grants,  to  use  their  most  strenu- 
ous Efforts  to  suppress  or  check  this  offspring  of  anarchy  in  its 
Infancy.  Aud  as  preserving  Unanimity  amongst  the  Number 
who  chuse  not  to  assist  in  dividing  the  Continent,  in  this  mo- 
mentous Crisis,  may  have  a  Tendency  to  answer  that  End;  and 
is  essentially  necessary  as  well  for  the  public  Good,  as  for  the 
Security  of  their  Persons  and  Property;  we  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  you  to  elect  a  Committee  in  such  time  that  they  may 
meet  at  Capt'n  Sarjeant's  in  Brattleborough  on  the  thirtieth  Day 
of  June  next  at  eleven  o'Clock  in  the  Forenoon,  to  exist  for  six 
Months;  and  to  authorize  them  to  consent  to  such  measures  as 
they  shall  think  most  likely  to  restore  to  this  divided  County 
internal  tranquility,  and  Submission  to  the  just  and  necessary 
authority  of  those  who  by  order  of  Congress  are  regularly  ap- 
pointed to  rule  over  us;  from  time  to  time  to  transmit  to  the 
Government  of  New  York,  accounts  of  all  such  matters  as  may 
be  material  for  them  to  be  acquainted  with;  and  to  take  such 
Steps  as  they  think  best,  for  relieving  those  who  may  suffer  in 
their  Persons  or  Properties  by  any  authority  pretended  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  State  of  Vermont.     We  are  Gentlemen,  Your  very 

Humble  Serv'ts 

Signed  by  Order 

Thomas  Cutler  Chairman. 
To  the  Inhabitants  of 
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[Ho.  1283.] 
Richard  Kip  Accuses  Captain  Crane  of  Purloining  a  Box. 

Pompton  April  15th  1778. 
Sir,  Last  Decm'r  a  Twelvemonth  a  Small  Box  was  Taken  at  or 
Near  Princetown  And  Deposited  in  an  Amnnition  Cart  &  Sup- 
posed to  be  Taken  From  thence  by  Capt.  Crane.  I  can  Assure 
you  that  I  have  Seen  a  Box  in  Crane's  Possession  That  answers 
the  Description  &  Since  the  Discovery  he  is  prepareing  to  Leave 
the  Continent.  He  Now  Besides  in  Clarks  Town,  Orange 
County.  A  Line  to  Collo.  Gilbert  Coper  at  Kakeate  with  Direc- 
tion to  Detect  Or  Apprehend  In  haste  May  Still  Serve  to  Be- 
cover  the  Money  &c.  for  those  Justly  Entitled  to  the  Same.  In 
haste  I  Bem'n  S'r  your  V  H  S. 

Bich'd  Kip,  Jun'r.,  Ass.  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
To  Collo.  Hammilton. 


[No.  1284.] 

Governor  Clinton  Gives  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mason  Reasons  for  Not 

Appointing  Two  Men  to  Office. 

Poughkeepsie  16th  April  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  4th  March  five  Days  ago. 
It  woud  give  me  great  Pleasure  to  serve  the  Persons  you  recom- 
mend, Mr.  Earnest  &  Mr.  Brown,  as  I  know  them  to  be  worthy 
Citizens  who  have  suffered  much  by  the  present  Contest  and  I 
dont  in  the  least  doubt  but  the  other  is  equally  deserving.  I  am 
unhappy,  therefore,  in  not  having  any  Post  in  my  Gift  which 
woud  enable  them  to  earn  a  Support  for  themselves  &  Famillies. 
In  the  State  there  are  very  few  Offices  for  which  they  are  quali- 
fied but  such  as,  in  these  Dear  Times,  woud  be  a  Burthen  instead 
of  a  help,  the  Perquisites  or  Salaries  annexed  to  the  Offices  not 
affording  an  adequate  Compensation  for  the  Trouble  of  the  Of- 
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ficer.  The  few  that  are  worth  holding  were  granted  by  the  Con- 
vention to  Refugees  equally  distressed  who  still  hold  them.  In 
the  Course  of  last  year  while  I  was  in  the  Military  Line,  I  had 
the  Pleasure  of  relieving  the  distresses  of  some,  as  Vaccancies 
frequently  happened  on  the  Staff  of  the  Army,  and  the  Com- 
manding Officer  generally  filled  them  up  with  Persons  I  Recom- 
mended. You  ma}'  rest  assured,  Sir,  shoud  an  Opportunity  Offer 
by  which  I  may  able  to  serve  these  good  People  it  will  be  most 
chearfullv  embraced.  In  the  Mean  Time  I  will  recommend  them 
to  Genl.  McDougal's  attention,  who  now  Commands  in  this  De- 
partment &  is  most  likely  to  have  it  in  his  Power  to  serve  them. 
Please  to  present  my  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Mason  &  believe  to 
be  with  great  Regard  Rever'd  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Rev.  John  Mason.] 


[No.  1285.] 

Governor  Clinton  Requests  Secretary  of  State  Scott  to  Fill  Out 

Military  Commissions  First. 

Poughkeepsie  16th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  find  it  the  prevailing  Oppinion  among  the  Militia  Officers 
appointed  by  the  Council  that  they  are  not  authorized  to  act 
until  they  receive  their  Commissions  in  due  form  &  on  the  other 
Hand  the  old  Officers  are  willing  to  consider  themselves  super- 
ceded, from  which  I  fear  great  Inconveniences  will  arise  in  mak- 
ing the  Drafts  for  filling  up  the  Continental  Battalions  &  other 
Military  Service.  Let  me,  therefore,  intreat  that  the  compleating 
the  Militarv  Commissions  be  the  first  Business  in  vour  Office.     I 

am  Sir  with  Respect  Your  Most  Obdt.  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Genl.  Scott. 
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[No.  1286.] 
The  Albany  Committee  Protests  Against  the  Removal  of  the  Troops. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber  16th  April  1778. 

Sir,  We  are  just  now  informed  that  the  Continental  Troops 
stationed  in  this  City  are  ordered  to  Fish  Kills.  This  Step  how- 
ever right  it  may  be,  alarms  us  much.  We  would  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  near  one  hundred  and  forty  Tory  Prisoners  are 
at  present  Confined  in  this  City  and  are  daily  encreasing,  and 
upwards  of  fifty  Kegular  Prisoners  together  with  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  Public  Stores,  Provisions,  a  Laboratory  and  other  public 
buildings,  all  of  which  require  Troops  to  Guard  them,  the  num- 
ber of  disaffected  Persons  in  and  about  this  City,  who  would 
readily  embrace  any  favourable  oppertunity  that  should  offer  to 
distress  us  of  which  their  present  Conduct  evinces. 

Wrarner's  Regiment  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  Men, 
Officers  included,  who  are  ordered  here  we  are  induced  to  beleive 
are  not  sufficiently  disciplined  to  discharge  the  trust  that  will  be 
reposed  in  them.  Our  Northern  Frontiers  in  a 'defenceless  situa- 
tion and  no  Troops  to  Succor  them, — such  is  the  situation  of  this 
County  at  present;  of  which  we  hold  it  our  indispensible  duty  to 
inform  your  Excellency  &  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  Con- 
tinuing Alden's  or  Greaten's  Regiments  in  this  City  or  devise 
such  other  ways  or  means  for  the  protection  of  the  public  Stores 
&c.  as  shall  appear  necessary  to  your  Excellency.  We  are  Your 
Excellency's  Most  Obt.  Serv'ts 

By  order  John  Barclay  Chairman. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  1287.] 

The  Albany  Committee  Requests  the  Removal  of  the  British  Doctor 
Hayes*    British  Officers  and  Other  Prisoners. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber  16th  April  1778. 
Sir,  A  Brittish  Doctor  Hays  who  has  resided  in  this  City,  the 
last  Winter  has  by  his  Conduct  rendered  himself  very  obnoxious 
to  the  well  affected  Inhabitants  of  this  City.  Repeated  applica- 
tions have  been  made  to  have  him  removed  to  the  Eastward — aa 
nothing  is  yet  done,  we  take  the  Liberty  to  lay  this  matter  before 
vour  Excellencv,  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
City,  would  request  you  to  interpose  in  having  the  Brittish  Doc- 
tors. Officers  and  the  other  Prisoners  removed.  We  are  Your 
Excellency's  Most  Obt.  Serv'ts 

By  order  John  Barclay  Chairman. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1288.] 
Petition  for  the  Pardon  of  John  Moffat. 
Sir,  Wee  the  Subscribers,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  per- 
son and  Character  of  John  Moffat,  now  a  prisoner  in  Dutchess 
County  Goal,  on  a  Sentence  of  the  late  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner and  General  Goal  Delivery,  on  a  conviction  for  *  *  * 
part  of  the  sentence  Yizt.  standing  one  hour  in  the  pillory,  he 
has  undergone,  the  remainder  of  the  sentence  is  that  he  stand 
committed  until  the  last  Tuesday  in  this  month,  and  then  to 
stand  one  hour  in  the  pillory,  and  receive  thirty  nine  lashes  on 
his  naked  back  wee  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that 
the  said  John  Moffat  hath  during  the  present  troubles  Distin- 
guished himself  as  an  active  and  remarkable  Zealous  Whigg, 
and  been  peculiarly  Serviceable  to  the  publick  in  apprehending 

*  See  pages  55-58. 
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and  Otherwise  Discouraging  the  Enemies  of  this  state,  and  in 
other  respects,  bears  the  Character  of  an  honest  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  Society.  Therefore  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to 
pardon  the  said  John  Moffet  for  this  Offence,  so  that  the  residue 
of  his  sentence  may  be  Kemitted,  and  are  your  Excellency's  most 
Humble  Servants 

P.  D' Witt,  Wm.  Radelift,  Henry  Freligh,  Hormanis  B 

John  V  Steenbergh,  John  Wood,  John  McGill,  John  Pear,  Jacob 
Tremper,  William  Adamson,  Thomas  Humphreys,  J.  Kiersteade, 
Richart  Defoll,  Daniel  Wilson,  William  Schultz,  Michael  Shatzel, 

his 

Henrick  Bermyer,  John  Sickner,  John  nes  mehr,  Simon  X  Scott, 

marke 

John  Scott,  John  Holmes,  John  MacDonald,  Miner  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  Peter  Brown,  Jost  Weder,  John  Tremper,  Jacob  Kip, 
Wiliem  Vredinborugh,  Aaron  Vredinborugh,  Abram  Kip, 
Janbarist  Kip,  Isaac  Kip,  Barent  Van  Wagenen  Jn.,  Barent  Van 
Wagenen,  John  Ring,  Abraham  Kip,  Cap.,  Phlip  Heermano, 
Cornelius  Radelift,  Abraham  Scott. 

To  the  Honble.  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &c.  of  the  State 
of  New  York.     April  16, 1779. 


* 


[No.  1289.] 

General  Schuyler   Explains   Why   he   Cannot    Take   his   Seat   in 

Congress  at  This  Time. 

Albany,  April  17th  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  15th  Instant  I  had  the 
Honor  to  receive  last  Night — that  of  the  27th  Ult.  on  the  second 
Instant,  to  which  my  Answer  was  given  on  the  4th  from  Sara- 
toga. 

Mrs.  Schuyler  expects  to  lay  in  about  the  first  week  in  May, 
but  that  is  not  the  only  Reason  which  would  prevent  me  from 


*  This  document  is   out  of  place  in   the  original  manuscript.     As   it  is  unimportant  the 
present  editor  has  allowed  it  to  remain. 
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repairing  to  York  Town  immediately.  Some  Time  ago  I  carried 
all  my  Family  to  Saratoga  intending  to  have  resided  there  alto- 
gether, as  soon  as  I  should  have  resigned  the  Employments  I 
held  under  Congress,  which  will  be  whenever  an  Enquiry  into 
the  Cause  of  the  Loss  of  Tyconderoga  shall  have  taken  place.  1 
was  determined  to  this  Resolution  on  a  Supposition  that  Troops 
would  have  been  posted  to  the  Northward  for  the  protection  of 
the  Country,  but  as  not  a  single  one  is  left,  I  shall  be  under  the 
Necessity  of  drawing  my  Family  from  thence,  especially  as  all 
the  Country  above  me,  and  even  far  below  are  preparing  to  leave 
their  Habitations,  and  will  certainly  do  it,  if  no  Troops  are  sent 
there  by  the  first  of  next  Month.  I  do  not  however  mean  to 
bring  away  my  Servants  as  I  shall  erect  a  picket  Fort  round  my 
House  and  let  them  if  possible,  keep  it.  In  this  exposed  State  of 
the  Country,  I  cannot  divest  my  Family  of  that  Assistance  which 
I  apprehend  they  will  need  when  an  Incursion  of  the  Enemy 
takes  place,  which  will  probably  be  soon  as  the  drawing  all  the 
Troops  from  this  Quarter  is  a  Kind  of  Invitation  for  them  to 
come  down.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Dear  Sir  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1290.] 

TO  COMMAND  THE  NORTHERN  DEPARTMENT. 

John   Stark   Ordered  to  Albany — His  Instructions   from  General 

Gates. 

In  Congress  17th  April  1778. 
Resolved,  That  Brigadier  General  Stark  be  employed  in  the 
northern   Department   under   the   Command   of   Major   General 
Gates. 

Extracts  from  the  minutes 

Charles  Thompson  Secretary. 
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York,  April  17th  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  In  Consequence  of  the  above  resolve,  I  am  to  desire 
you  will  repair  forthwith  -to  Albany,  and  assume  the  Command 
of  all  the  Continental  troops,  and  Militia  posted  there  and  to 
the  northward  and  Westward,  of  that  City,  Fort  Schuyler  exclu- 
sive, where  Colonel  Gansevoort  has  a  particular  Commission 
from  Congress  to  command.  In  Case  of  any  sudden  irruption  of 
the  enemy,  either  upon  the  Mohack  River,  or  upper  parts  of  Hud- 
son's River,  or  Settlements  thereunto  adjacent,  you  are  hereby 
empowered  to  call  for  such  of  the  Militia  of  the  Grants,  of  the 
Counties  of  Hampshire,  and  Berkshire,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusets,  and  from  the  western  and  northern  Counties  of  the  State 
of  Newyork;  as  will  enable  you  to  repel  every  hostile  invasion 
thereof.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Albany,  you  will  open  a  Corres- 
pondence with  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Schuyler,  with 
General  Fellows,  and  the  Commanding  Officer  upon  the  Grants; 
and  you  will  constantly  report  your  proceedings  to  me,  and 
acquaint  me  with  all  the  information,  and  Intelligence,  you  may 
from  time  to  time  receive  of  the  motions  and  Designs  of  the 
enemy.  Your  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  me  or  Officer  com- 
manding the  Army  in  northern  Department  at  Pecks  Kill.  For 
very  good  reasons,  you  will  see  it  is  prudent  not  to  communicate 
the  Contents  of  this  Letter,  to  any  but  those  persons  whom  it 
may   immediately   concern.     I   am   Dear  Sir  Your  affectionate 

humble  Servant 

Horatio  Gates. 
Honble.  Brigadier  General  Stark. 

(Copy) 
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[No.  1291.]  I 

Colonel  Taylor  Brings  his  Troubles  to  the  Governor — Difficulty  in 

Procuring  Teams. 

Newburgh,  April  17th  1778. 
Dear  Governor,  I  Send  you  the  Iron  Chist  by  the  Sergt.  of  your 
own  Guard.  There  is  a  great  Call  for  Teams,  and  I  am  Sensable 
there  will  be  more  Call  soon  than  has  been  for  some  time  past, 
there  is  neither  Committe  Man  nor  Majestrate  to  apply  to.  The  few 
Cont'l  Teams  here  are  entirely  beat  out,  and  I  am  not  furnished 
with  the  act  adopted  by  the  Legislature  for  raising  Teams  in  the 
State.  The  15  Inst.  I  applied  to  Major  Genl.  McDougle  and  he 
Sent  me  a  Warrent  to  Impress  Six  Teams  for  Coll.  Vanschaick's 
Regt.  on  their  way  to  Head  Quarters.  If  any  other  Call  Should 
be  (which  I  Hourly  Expect)  the  Business  will  be  Retarded.  And 
you  are  Sensable  I  have  no  way  to  Raise  any.  Would  be  glad 
your  Excellancy  would  furnish  me  with  the  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture for  that  purpose.  It  gives  me  pain  to  see  our.  Business  so 
backward.  I  likewise  Send  you  five  Blank  Books  and  One  Music 
Book  with  the  Bearer  which  he  will  deliver.  I  will  call  to  See 
your  Excellancy  as  Soon  as  possable.  And  am  with  the  Outmost 
Esteem  Your  Excellancy's  Most  Obdt.  Hble  Serv't 

And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  Genrl. 
G:  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1292.] 

THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  GAOL  DELIVERY. 

Report  of  Its  Proceedings  Submitted  to  Governor  Clinton. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
militia  and  Admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same: 
We,  John  Jay  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supream  Court  of  Judica- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York,  John  Sloss  Hobart  one  of  the 
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Puisne  Judges  of  the  said  Court  and  Ephraim  Paine  first  Judge 
of  the  inferior  Court  of  common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Dutchess 
named  with  others  in  a  certain  Commission  bearing  date  the 
thirteenth  Day  of  March  last  for  holding  Courts  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  in  and  for  the  said  County, 
Do  certify,  that  at  the  said  Courts  held  before  us  at  Poukeepsie 
on  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  Days  of  April,  Instant,  Daniel  Morgan  late  of 
Northeast  Precinct,  Yeoman,  was  convicted  of  Horse  Stealing, 
Gideon  Simkins  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct,  Yeoman,  was  con- 
victed of  Burglary;  Daniel  Cornell  of  the  Precinct  last  aforesaid, 
Yeoman,  was  convicted  of  Burglary  and  Horse  stealing  and 
Samuel  Jenkins  of  Philipses  Precinct,  Yeoman,  was  also  con- 
victed of  Burglary; — all  of  whom  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
your  Excellency  for  Pardons  for  the  following  Reasons 

Daniel  Cornell.  Because  we  are  informed  and  believe  that  his 
Confession,  by  which  alone  he  was  convicted  was  extorted  from 
him  by  force.     He  is  about  nineteen  years  of  age. 

Daniel  Morgan.  Because  we  are  informed  and  believe  that  his 
Confession  was  made  on  a  Promise  of  the  Committee  of  Fred- 
ericksburgh to  save  him.     He  is  about  eighteen  years  of  Age. 

Gideon  Simkins.  Because  we  are  informed  and  believe  that 
his  Confession  was  made  on  a  Promise  of  the  Committee  of  Fred- 
ericksburgh Precinct  to  save  him. 

Samuel  Jenkins.  Because  it  appeared  in  Evidence  and  we  be- 
lieve that  his  Behavior  heretofore  hath  always  been  innocent  and 
his  Character  reputable.  There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  he 
was  deluded  by  the  Arts  of  William  Smith  a  notorious  Villain 
his  Demeanor  on  his  Tryal  was  candid  and  decent. 

We  also  inform  your  Excellency  that  at  the  said  Courts, 

William  Smith  of  Beekmans  Precinct  Cordwainer  was  con- 
victed of  Burglary  on  two  Indictments. 

Myndert  Harris  of  the  same  Precinct  Yeoman  was  also  con- 
victed of  Burglary  on  one  Indictment. 

Jonathan  Ackerly  of  Cortlandts  Manor  in  the  County  of  West- 
chester Yeoman  was  convicted  on  two  Indictments  of  Burglary. 
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And  that  we  know  of  no  Reasons  sufficient  to  induce  us  to 
think  it  our  Duty  to  recommend  them  to  your  Excellency  for 
Pardon. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  Fryday  next 
between  the  Hours  of  Eight  and  Two  is  assigned  for  the  execu- 
tion of  all  the  herein  before  named  Criminals. 

John  Jay. 

Jno.  Slose  Hobart. 

Ephraim  Paine. 
Poughkeepsie  April  18th  1778. 

A  Calender  of  Prisoners  capitally  convicted  at  the  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  held  at  Pough- 
keepsie in  and  for  the  County  of  Dutchess — April  13th  1778. 

William  Smith  of  Beekman's  Precinct  in  the  Countvof  Dutchess 
Cord  wain  er. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Jacob  Baldwin  in  Rum- 
bout's  Precinct  in  the  County  aforesaid  on  the  22d  Novem'r  last. 
Convicted  17th  April  1778. 

Indicted  also  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Daniel  Way  in 
Beekman's  Precinct  aforesaid.  Convicted  April  18th  1778.  Bur- 
glary comitted  5th  Decem'r  last. 

Mvndert  Harris  of  Beekman's  Precinct  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Daniel  YYav  in  Beek- 
man's  Precinct  aforesaid.  Convicted  April  18th  1778.  Burglary 
committed  5th  Dec'r  last. 

Daniel  Morgan  of  North  East  Precinct  in  the  County  of 
Dutchess  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  Horse  stealing  vizt-  a  Gelding  of  a  Chestnut  Color 
of  the  Price  of  £10  from  William  Brush  and  a  Mare  of  a  Brown 
Color  of  the  like  Price  from  James  Pngslev  in  Amenia  Precinct 
and  a  Gelding  of  a  Bay  Color  of  the  Price  of  £60  from  Enos 
Thompson  in  Charlotte  Precinct  in  the  County  aforesaid.  Con- 
victed April  16th  1778. 

Gideon  Simpkins  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct  in  the  Count y 
aforesaid  Yeoman. 
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Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Hernan  King  in  Fred- 
ericksburg!] Precinct  on  the  5th  Jan'y  last.  Convicted  April  15th 
1778. 

Jonathan  Ackerly  of  Cortlandt's  Manor  in  the  County  of  West 
Chester  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Russell  Gregory  in 
Fredericksburgh  Precinct  on  the  27th  July  last.  Convicted  April 
16th  1778. 

Indicted  also  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Stephen  Hyatt  in 
the  said  Precinct  on  the  27th  July  last.  Convicted  April  17th 
1778. 

Daniel  Cornell  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct  aforesaid  Yeoman. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Solomon  Hopkins  in 
Fredericksburgh  Precinct  aforesaid.  Also  for  stealing  a  Gelding 
of  Bay  Color  of  the  Price  of  £50  from  Jonathan  Hopkins  in 
the  same  Precinct.  Both  Felonies. committed  28th  March  last  & 
the  Prisoner  convicted  of  both  April  16th  1778. 

Samuel  Jenkins  of  Philipse's  Precinct  in  the  County  aforesaid 
Labourer. 

Indicted  for  a  Burglary  in  the  House  of  Jacob  Baldwin  in  Rum- 
bout's  Precinct  aforesaid  on  the  22d  Nov'r  last.  Convicted  April 
17th  1778. 


[No.  1293.] 

ALBANY  IN  A  STATE  OF  SEMI-PANIC. 

The  Governor,  However,  Promises  to  Call  Together  tlie  Council  of 
Appointment  to  Expedite  Militia  Appointments. 

April  16th  Aprill  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  I  have  your  favor  (without  Date  I  Supose  of  the  13th) 
Before  me  with  the  [ ]*  Included. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  Fortifications  in  the  High  Lands 
are  in  so  Promising  a  way. 

Being  sent  for  and  now  with  the  Committee;  who  are  alarmed 
at  the  Situation  this  County  is  to  be  in  when  the  Continantle 


1  Indecipherable. 
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Troops  (now  under  orders)  are  gone:  above  140  Prisonners 
in  the  Goal  and  in  the  Fort,  Besides  a  Number  of  Brittish  the 
Physical  Part  thereof  have  already  render  d  themselves  verry  Sus- 
petious  by  their  former  Conduct. 

The  Stores  in  and  about  this  City  will  be  Left  open  to  the 
Intrigues  of  the  disaffected  who  are  Continually  Robing  the  weU 
affected,  and  should  they  be  able  to  Risque  the  Prisonners  out  of 
the  Goal,  and  Fort,  the  Consequence  might  be  Dreadfull.  The 
militia  Rased  under  Coll.  Beekman  (the  State  militia)  Consist  of 
about  140  Rank  and  file  all  upon  Command  (Except  19)  Either  to 
Hartford  or  on  Fetigue  Parties.  The  Committees  preparing  to 
Resign  the  Business;  the  Civil  Magestrates  not  Qualified  for  want 
of  the  oath  act  and  the  militia  Law  not  yet  arrived.  From  Such 
a  Complication  of  Difficulties:  they  I  find  are  preparing  to  give 
vou  a  State  and  to  wait  vour  Direction. 

Was  you  to  Receive  a  letter  from  the  Committe  of  Tryon  County 
I  Suppose  they  would  Express  their  apprehensions  in  Terms 
Equally  Shocking. 

I  feel  for  vou  &  know  that  vou  have  Trouble  Enough  for  Six 
(iood  Heads:  was  I  able  I  would  advise  but  it  is  my  misfortune 
seldom  to  think  right  in  military  matters.  I  Beg  leave,  however, 
to  Suggest  to  you  wether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  Inlist  a  parcel 
of  light  militia  (or  Rangers)  in  this  and  Tryon  County  to  be  under 
the  Direction  of  the  Commissioners  for  Detecting  Conspiracies  to 
be  march'd  out  to  Quell  the  Tories. 

As  to  Troops  Necessary  to  be  kept  in  this  city  you  may  be  your 
Judge  when  you  Call  to  mind  that  all  the  Stores  and  Prisonners 
are  here. 

Mr.  Blaar  Shewed  me  vour  answer  to  his  Petition  in  which  vou 
mention  you  will  Exchange  Mr.  White  for  Miller.     I  Suspect  you 
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made  a  mistake  in  writing  White  when  meant  Blare,  if  so  please 
to  Inform  me — if  not  wether  you  mean  to  Suffer  Blaar  to  be  Ex- 
changed and  the  famely  you  will  have  in  Return.     I  Remain  Your 

very  Humble  Ser't 

Ab'ni  Yates  Jun. 
His  Ex.  George  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  18th  April  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  As  Judge  Hobart  who  is  to  be  the  Bearer  of  this  Letter 

is  to  set  out  early  in  the  Morning  for  Albany,  I  will  not  be  able 

to  answer  yours  of  the  16th  Instant  as  particularly  as  I  coud 

wish,  which  oblidges  me  to  refer  you  to  the  inclosed  to  your 

Mayor  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Albany  which  I  have  left 

open  and  begg  when  you  have  read  it  }7ou  will  Seal  and  deliver  it. 

I  trust  you  will  be  of  Oppinion  that  I  have  hitherto  omitted  no 

Means  in  my  Power  for  the  Safety  of  Albany  &  the  Northern  & 

Western  Frontiers.     And  you  may  rest  assured  that  every  future 

Measure  which  may  be  in  my  Power  for  their  Safety  shall  be 

punctually  attended  to.     I  natter  myself  you  have  at  least  the 

Oath  Bill  by  this  Time  &  if  the  Militia  Law  is  printed  it  shall  be 

forwarded1  to  you  by  Mr.  McKesson  who  also  sets  out  for  Albany 

Tomorrow.     The  seven  hundred  Men  I  am  authorized  to  raise  for 

the  Defence  of  the  state  being  already  ordered  out  it  will  not  be 

in  my  Power  to  raise  a  Company  to  be  under  the  Commissioners  of 

Conspiracies  but  if  Greighton's  or  Aid  en's  Regiments  are  left  in 

Albany  it  will  not  be  so  necessary.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Honble  Mr.  Yates, 

So  many  Inconveniences  arise  for  want  of  the  Militia  appoint- 
ments being  compleated,  that  I  am  constrained  to  summon  a  Conn 
cil  to  meet  at  this  Place  the  first  Dav  of  next  Month  for  that  Pur 
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pose  and  must  request  your  attendance  accordingly.  And  let  me 
begg  of  you  to  procure  &  bring  with  you  the  Returns  of  Tryon 
County  Militia  &  the  rem'r  of  Genl.  Tenbioeck's  Brigade.  I  wish 
vou  also  to  notifv  Mr.  Webster  of  this  Meeting. 

P.  S.  I  meant  to  exchange  White  for  Miller  &  Blare  &  his  Fam- 
illv  for  any  other  Person  &  Famillv  for  which  he  coud  have  an 
Exchange  settled,  tho  I  do  not  mean  to  give  myself  much  Trouble 
about  the  Matter  as  he  is  little  entituled  to  it.  having  on  his  Way 
hither  been  guilty  of  blabing  Tory  Sentim'ts  little  becoming'  a  Man 


.- 


suing  for  favour. 


[No.  1294.] 

Governor    Clinton    Calls    General    McDougalVs    Attention    to    the 

Situation. 

Poughkeepsie  18th  April  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  not  a  little  surprized  and  alarmed  to  learn  by 
Genl.  Conway  who  is  now  with  me  &  will  deliver  you  this  that 
all  the  Continental  Troops  at  Albany  &  in  that  Quarter  are 
ordered  from  thence  this  Way,  Warner's  Regiment  at  Albany. 
&  Gansevoort's  at  Fort  Schuvler  excepted.  Bv  which  means  the 
large  stores  of  every  kind  which  we  have  there  &  our  Extensive 
Frontiers  will  lav  much  exposed  not  onlv  to  the  Common  Eneinv 
who,  if  they  shoud  be  joined  by  any  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  &  the 
Contrary  is  no  ways  certain,  will  be  too  formidable  for  the 
Miltia  to  resist,  but  also  to  Internal  Enemies  who  abound  in  that 
Country.  I  observe  by  the  Orders  for  the  Removal  of  these 
Troops,  Col.  James  Livingston's  Regt.  who  are  now  with  you 
was  to  have  continiud  at  Johnstown.  Considering  this  I  am 
clearly  of  Oppinion  that  either  Alden's  or  Greighton's  Regiment 
now  ordered  down  ought  to  continue  in  its  Stead  and  I  am  by  no 
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means  clear  that  both  might  not  be  well  employed  in  that  Quar- 
ter. There  are  above  150  State  Prisoners  confined  in  Albany 
Goal,  besides  there  are  a  Number  of  British  Invalids  at  that 
Place.  I  refer  you  to  Genl.  Conway  for  further  Particulars, 
relative  to  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  that  Part  of  the  Country  & 
begg  your  answer  as  soon  as  may  be  on  this  Subject  as  the  In- 
habitants are  greatly  alarmed  at  the  Order  for  removing  all  the 
Troops  from  Albany  on  whom  they  can  place  any  dependence. 

I  am  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 

To  Genl.  McDougal. 


[No.  1295.] 

CLINTON  TO  CONWAY. 

Fears  the  Frontier  People  Will  Move  in,  Unless  Troops  are  Sent  to 
Protect  Them — Position  of  Food  Supply  Depots. 

Poukeepsie  April  18th  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letters  of  the  8th  &  11th  Instant 
with  their  Inclosures.  I  am  apprehensive  the  Inhabitants  on 
the  Frontiers  of  Tryon  County  and  Schohary  will  move  in,  unless 
a  Company  or  two  of  Continental  Troops  under  good  officers  are 
sent  there  to  act  with  the  Militia  I  have  ordered  to  be  raised  for 
their  Protection.  I  think,  therefore,  some  small  Part  of  the 
Continental  Troops  shoud  be  assignd  for  that  Service  as  a  De- 
sertion of  the  Frontiers  will  be  attended  with  many  bad  Con- 
sequences. 

The  Flour  purchased  oy  the  Commissary  in  Ulster  County  had 
better  be  stored  in  that  County  in  small  Parcels,  some  Distance 
back  from  the  River,  where,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  that  County 
are  generally  well  affected,  it  will  be  safe,  nor  will  it  so  disposed 
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of  be  qd  Object  worth  the  Enemy's  attention.  I  think  no  greater 
Quantity  of  Provission  shoud  be  collected  and  stored  in  Albany 
lhan  sufficient  to  support  the  Troops  which  may  be  stationed 
there;  whatever  more  the  Commissary  shall  have  purchased  & 
now  lying  near  the  River  shoud  by  all  means  be  removed  to 
Places  Places  of  safety  at  a  distance  from  it  but  not  so  far  as 
unecesarilly  to  increase  the  Cartage  when  wanted.  I  have  con- 
sulted Genl.  McDougal  who  agrees  with  me  in  Sentiments  re- 
specting this  Matter. 

I  have  directed  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  of  Tryon 
County  with  the  advice  of  the  other  Field  Officers  to  set  about 
raising  to  Companies  immediatly  for  the  Defence  of  their  Front- 
iers &  to  point  out  to  me  such  Officers  as  will  be  the  most  proper 
to  Command  them.  It  will  give  me  Pleasure  should  Mr.  Harper 
be  one  of  them;  but  as  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  Field 
Officers  &  it  is  necessary  the  People  shoud  have  the  greatest 
Confidence  in  the  Men  appointed,  I  woud  not  wish  to  make  any 
appointments  until  I  have  their  answer. 

We  want  four  long  12  or  18  Pounders  for  the  Gun  Boats  at  this 
Place.  They  are  not  to  be  mounted  on  Trucks  but  Sliders.  If 
Major  Stevens  has  any  such  I  wish  they  may  be  ordered  down  to 
this  Place  as  I  expect  the  Boats  will  be  ready  to  receive  them 
next  week. 

Mr.  Hays  the  British  Surgeon  has  not  so  complied  with  the 
Resolutions  of  Congress  as  to  entitle  him  to  Leave  to  Go  to  N. 
York  and  as  I  believe  him  to  be  an  artful  man,  his  anxiety  to  go 
in  is  a  strong  Reason  with  me  why  he  shoud  not  at  present. 
Indeed  it  is  not  prudent  to  suffer  any  Communication  between 
the  Country  &  City  &  therefore,  he  or  any  other  Person  will  not 
be  suffered  to  pass  our  Posts  for  some  Time  to  come.     These 
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Gentry  must  be  contented  to  remain  in  the  Country  untill  a  genl. 

Exchange  takes  place.     I  am  Sir  with  great  Regard  Your  most 

Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Major  Genl.  Conway  at  Albany. 


[No.  1296.] 

THE  GOVERNOR  WRITES  ASSURINGLY  TO  BARCLAY. 

Militia  Officers  Responsible  for  Delays — Disposition  of  the  700  Men 
to  be  Raised  for  the  Defense  of  the  State. 

Poughkeepsie  18th  April  1778. 
Sir,  Your  two  Letters  both  dated  the  16th  Instant  were  de- 
livered to  me  this  Evening  by  General  Conway.  I  am  no  less 
surprized  than  concerned  to  learn  that  all  the  Continental  Troops 
Warner's  Regiment  excepted  are  ordered  from  Albany  and  I 
have  this  Moment  wrote  to  Genl.  McDougal  requesting  that 
Greighton's  or  Alden's  Regiment  or  both  may  continue  with  you, 
representing  in  the  strongest  Terms  the  exposed  State  the  Stores 
in  your  City  &  and  the  Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  will  be 
in,  as  well  from  the  Common  Enemy,  as  the  hostile  Indian  Tribes 
&  Internal  Foes  shoud  my  Request  be  not  complied  with.  Of 
the  700  Men  I  was  impowered  to  raise  for  the  Defence  of  the 
State  I  have  ordered  one  Company  of  60  men  Including  Nod 
Commissioned  Officers  to  be  raised  in  Charlotte  &  stationed  in 
that  Quarter,  two  to  consist  each  of  the  same  Number  to  be 
raised  in  Tryon  County  &  stationed  on  its  Western  Frontier,  & 
one  other  of  34  in  Schohary  to  be  stationed  in  that  Neighbour- 
hood, which  I  trust  you  will  be  of  Oppinion  was  doing  as  much 
for  your  safety  as  in  my  Power.  I  have  long  since  wrote  my 
Opinion  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Albany  that  the  British 


190  Public  Tapers  of  George  Clinton. 

Prisoners  shoud  be  removed  to  the  Eastward  which  I  am  happy 
to  learn  from  Genl.  Conway  has  been  done  &  that  none  but 
Invalids  not  proper  to  remove  now  remain  among  you.  I  have 
also  advised  the  Removal  of  the  principal  Stores  &  Magazines. 
The  Neglect  of  the  Militia  Officers  in  making  Returns  to  the 
Council  of  Appointment  has  prevented  making  the  necessary  ap- 
pointments and  has  left  the  Militia  in  the  same  bad  Condition 
it  has  hitherto  been  by  which  we  shall  continue  to  be  deprived 
of  a  Strenghth  with  which  we  ought  defy  Danger  on  any  Sudden 
Emergency  were  it  properly  Officered  &  aranged.  You  may  rest 
assured,  Sir,  that  I  will  continue  attentive  to  your  Safety  &  that 
no  means  will  be  neglected  by  me  for  that  Purpose.     I  have  the 

Honor  to  be  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Worshipful  John  Barclay  Esqr. 


[No.  1297.] 

Colonel  Graham  Hobnobs  with  Tories. 

Phillipbourrough,  Aprill  18  1778. 
Hon'd  Sir,  Since  I  Came  to  this  Post  several  of  our  friends 
below  have  applied  to  me  for  permits  to  take  some  Creatures  for 
the  support  of  their  families.  I  have  permitted  (with  the  advice 
of  Coll.  Hammon  &  Mr.  Yongs)  some  of  them  to  pass  among  the 
Rest;  I  have  permitted  one  pr  of  working  Cattle  for  Olllver  De 
Lancey,  Jun'r,  upon  his  promising  to  use  his  Interest  to  prevent 
our  friends  being  Distresed  in  the  Bourrough  where  we  have  many 
valuable  ones,  which  I  have  Experienced  since  I  Came  here.  I 
Received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Delancy  profesing  Great  frendship 
for  his  Country  &  the  Cause;  he  assisted  getting  a  permit  for  a 
person  to  go  to  New  York  by  my  Desire  under  pretence  of  pro- 
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ciireing  aome  Necessaries  for  myself  who  Returnd  Last  night 
with  Intelligence  which  I  have  forward'd  to  Major  Genl.  Mc- 
Dougall.  Shall  be  very  Glad  to  know  your  Excellencies  Senti- 
ments on  my  Conduct  as  above  Recited.  I  am  with  Respect 
Your  Exellen's  most  obedient  &  very  Humble  Serv't 

Morris  Graham  Coll.  M. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1298.] 

Captain  Post  Brings  Information  in  Regard  to  an  Alleged  Tory 

Conspiracy. 

Fishkill,  April  19th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Letter 

from  Mr.  Erskine,  by  the  Bearer,  for  £3860  as  P  acco't  wThich  Mr. 

Gordon  will  exhibit.     As  I  do  not  think  myself  authorized  to 

meddle  with  it,  unless  it  be  by  your  Excellency's  Order,  I  have 

referred  him  to  you  Sir,  and  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that,  if 

I  have  your  Excellency's  Order,  in  Writing,  I  can  settle  it  with 

Certificates,  on  being  reimbursed  by  an  Order  on  the  Military 

Chest.     I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your 

Most  Obedient 

H.  Hughes. 

P.  S.  -Capt.  Post  waits  on  your  Excellency  also,  concerning  a 

Couple  of  Villians  lately  committed  to  Poughkeepsie  Goal  for 

conspiring  to  burn  the  Houses,  &  barns  at  Fredericksburg,  now 

occupied  for  the  use  of  the  Continent.     It  seems  they  have  made 

some  Confession,  or  impeach'd  each  of  them  to  Capt.  Post,  which 

I  acquainted  the  General  of,  who  requested  that  Post  might  be 

sent  for,  to  give  such  Information,  as  the  case  may  require  &  he 
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knows,  least  such  attrocious  offenders  should  escape,  and  the 

public  Stores  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  Villany.     I  am  as  before, 

Your  most  Obt. 

H.  H. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1299.] 

THE  WYOMING  MASSACRE. 

Evidence  to  Show  it  was  Planned  as  far  Back  as  February,  1778 — 

Tory  and  Indian  Plots. 

The  Deposition  of  the  following  Persons  made  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Mamacotten  Precinct  April  the  17th  1778:  Josiah  Parks 
being  Duly  sworn,  Deposeth  and  saith:  That  about  the  midle  of 
Feb'y  Last  past  Cap't  John  so  Called — a  Tuskarora  Indian  was 
coming  thro  the  woods  to  go  to  one  Robt.  Lands  at  Cashithtown 
and  being  overtaken  with  fear,  turn'd  about  from  Said  Lands  to 
Shohauken  and  imploy'd  one  John  Harris  to  go  to  said  Lands 
with  an  Express  of  Letters  for  said  Land  to  go  to  York  with,  and 
soon  after  said  Land  went  off  and  is  not  yet  appeard  Home  or 
been  seen  here  since,  and  that  the  Tories  says  the  said  Land  is 
gone  to  New  York  and  they  are  afraid  he  is  taken.  The  said  de- 
ponent farther  saith  that  by  the  best  Information  he  can  goA 
of  one  Dav'd  Vaneveran  of  Shohaukan  is,  That  the  Indians  and 
Tories  mean  to  strike  first  -  on  Sisqueannah  about  Wyomah 
[Wyoming]  and  take  that  place  first;  with  the  Number  of  four 
thousand  men,  and  then  come  through  to  the  North  River.  The 
same  Deponent  farther  saith  that  Francis  Elswert  told  him  not 
to  tell  the  Damn'd  Rebels  at  Cashithtown  about  the  plot  for  fear 
they  would  move  off.  Said  Elswert  sells  provision  to  the  Indians 
and  takes  Orders  on  the  Kings  Quarter-master  for  pay.     The  said 
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Deponent  farther  saith  that  Francis  Elswert;  Nathan   Parks; 
Garton  De  Witt;  and  Hank  Bush,  are  gone  to  the  Indians. 

The  Evidence  of  Joseph  Goidens  is  as  follows.  He  says  he 
heard  Francis  Elswert  and  Joseph  Gooding — Both  of  Shohawken 
— Say  that  they  would  Come  about  five  Weeks  hence  with  the 
Indians  and  Tories  to  take  all  the  Wigs  at  Cashithtown, — Name- 
ly— Bezaleel  Tyler;  John  Lashly;  in  short  all  the  Wigs.  And  the 
persons  which  would  not  be  hurt  that  were  Kings  men.  Viz. 
Joseph  Ross,  Nath'l  Michel,  Brian  Cain,  one  Allan,  Robt.  Land, 
Dan'l  Skinner,  Jonas  Wood,  Haggai  Skinner.  The  said  De- 
ponent farther  saith  that  the  said  Elswert  and  Said  Gooding  are 
going  Back  and  forwards  to  the  Indians  Greatest  part  of  the 
time:  And  the  Indians  are  among  them  Great  part  of  the  time 
and  that  he  has  seen  the  Indians  among  them — they  seem  to  be 
of  one  mind  and  opininon  and  agree  very  well. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  of  the  Mamacotten  Precinct 
and  part  of  Goshen  Precinct  that  took  the  Deposition  of  the 
aforesaid  Deponents  took  it  under  Character  of  Committee  'tho 
we  are  not  certain  wether  the  power  and  use  of  Committee  be 
not  expired  now  the  Magistracy  has  taken  place.  Nevertheless 
we  thought  it  our  Duty  to  the  State,  as  well  as  Safety  to  our 
selves  to  take  from  under  Oath  the  Deposition  of  persons  filled 
with  the  Greatest  Anxiety  and  fear  of  their  Persons  and  Familes 
falling  a  Prey  to  their  worse  than  Savage  Neighbours.  And  we 
Beg  Leave  to  Lay  before  your  Excellency  this  their  and  our  Situa- 
tion from  this  Diabolical  Plot  which  we  have  Reason  to  beleive 
For  it  is  the  opininon  of  most  of  the  Inhabitants  both  of  this  and 

Orange  County  about  the  Minnisink  that  our  Enemy  is  more 

13 
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formidable  and  our  dauger  Greater  Minn  from  last  Years  Design. 

one  of  the  Deponents  Declared  on  Oath  that  300  Men  would  not 

be  sufficient  to  lake  them,  so  greal  their  Numbers  and  Beg'd  it 

in  be  kept  Secrel  for  Should  ii  Transpire  before  help  t hoy  would 

be  on  them  and  us  before  we  could  Remove.     We  Beg  you  Ex- 

cellencys     acceptance     Judgment    and     Consideration     of     the 

Premises. 

And  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  we  are  Devoted  to 

your  ( Commands. 

In  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  Mention'd 

J.  R.  D'Witt. 

Philip  SwTartwoud. 

Benjamin  Depuy. 
Peenpeck  Mamacotten  precinct  19th  April  1778. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.,  Governor. 


[No.  1300.] 

General  MoDougall  Not  Disposed  to  Concede  All  Governor  Clinton's 

Demands. 

Fish  Kills  19th  April  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  Favor  of  yestarday.  The  Letters 
I  received  from  the  Commander  in  chief,  preceding  the  one  on 
which  your  Opinion  was  asked  informed  me  of  Yanschaick's 
Hazen's  &  Livingston's  Regiment  being  ordered  to  this  Post. 
When  Gra ton's  &  Alden's  were  ordered  to  repair  here,  'tis  prob- 
able that  which  directed  Livingston's  from  Johnstowm,  was  for- 
got; or  that  the  last  Order  from  the  Board  of  war  was  founded  on 
General  Washington's  importunity  to  have  them  all  down,  with 
a  view  to  the  Question  stated  to  us.  If  I  should  be  mistaken  in 
this  Construction.  &  any  misfortune  should  happen  to  this  Post, 
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by  the  Absence  of  those  two  Regiments,  my  Superiors  will  make 

me  answerable  for  the  Event.     I  cannot  therefore  consent  to  let 

both  those  Corps  remain  at  Albany.     But  as  Livingston's  is  here, 

the  Spirit  of  the  Order  &  the  Condition  of  Albany  will  justify  me 

in  leaving  Alden's  Regt.  there,  till  Livingston's  can  be  sent  up. 

This  is  the  safest  Line  of  Conduct  I  can  pursue,  which  I  hope  will 

give  Satisfaction  as  far  as  it  is  in  my   power.     I    am   Sir  your 

humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1301.] 

General  James  Clinton  Recommends  the  Release  of  Caleb  Hyatt — 

Work  Suspended  at  West  Point. 

West  Point  19th  April  1778. 

D'r  Brother,  Inclosed  you  have  a  Letter  I  ree'd  from  Col. 
Hathorn  relative  to  a  certain  Caleb  Hayett  who  was  taken  the 
begining  of  last  Winter,  by  some  of  our  Guards  near  Bergen, 
when  he  says  that  he  was  leaveing  the  Enemy  and  comeing  to 
uis;  as  I  belive  nothing  more  will  appear  against  him  than  what 
has  concerning  the  Crimes  he  hath  allready  comemited,  I  think 
he  had  better  be  with  his  Family  than  where  he  is;  however  you 
will  act  as  you  Judge  best;  the  bearor  I  belive  waits  on  you  to 
try  to  have  Hayett  set  at  liberty. 

The  Militia  were  discharged  yesterday  agreeable  to  orders. 
The  Enemy  weigh'd  Anchor  on  Friday  last  about  4  O'Clock  P.  M. 
and  with  a  fair  wind  soon  went  out  of  sight.  Yesterday  our 
Guard  Boats  proceeded  down  to  Tarry  Town.  I  expect  the  earli- 
est notice  of  the  Enemy's  motions  by  them.  Our  Fort  is  now 
allmost  at  a  stand  since  the  departure  of  the  Militia.  I  hope 
you'll  not  detain  them  long;  the  different    Regts.    are    at   the 
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Redoubts.  My  Comp'ts  to  the  Ladies;  let  them  know  the  Chil- 
dren are  like  to  get  well  through  the  small  Pox.  I  have  Just  now 
heard  from  them.     I  am  Yours  Affectionatly  &c. 

James  Clinton. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1302.] 

The  Monument  to  Herkimer — The  Committee  Defers  to  Governor 

Clinton. 

Tryon  County  20th  of  April  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
a  Letter  some  time  since  under  your  Signature  with  an  inclos'd 
Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the 
Memory  of  our  Late  Brave  General,  &  also  a  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Honbl.  John  Handcock,  president  of  Congress  to  your 
Excellency  respecting  the  same.  Our  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  that 
Gallant  Gentleman  seems  somewhat  aleviated  when  we  consider 
the  Honour  done  his  memory  by  that  Honourable  Body. 

We  Cordially  concur  with  the  honourable  president  of  Con- 
gress in  thinking  that  such  marks  of  distinction  shewn  to  the 
memory  of  those  Heroes  which  sacrifice  their  Lives  in  the  cause 

* 

of  their  Country  may  tend  to  animate  others  to  tread  in  their 
paths. 

We  are  highly  sensible  of  the  honour  done  us  by  your  Excel- 
lency in  Refering  to  us  the  determination  of  the  manner  &  spot  of 
erecting  it.  Agreeable  to  your  recommendation  we  have  con- 
sulted the  Widow  &  Friends  of  the  General  (which  necessarily 
occasion'd  our  delay  in  answering)  &  find  it  their  opinion  to  have 
it  erected  Nigh  the  Yellow  Church  in  Connejoharrie.  As  to  the 
manner  of  erecting  it  they  &  we  are  so  little  acquainted  with 
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things  of  the  kind  that  we  must  refer  it  to  the  Superior  Judgment 
of  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  the  Time  &  manner  of  his 
sacrificing  his  Life  You  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  as  it  was 
published  in  the  News  Papers.  We  have  the  honour  of  being 
Yours  Excellencies  Most  Humble  Servants. 

By  Order  of  Committee 
Moses  Younglove,  Chairman  protemp. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1303.] 

GATES  IN  COMMAND  OF  THE  NORTHERN  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Alleged  Proposition  on  the  Part  of  England  to  Recognize  flic 

Independence  of  Uh  Colonics. 

York  Town  20  April  1778. 

Sir,  My  last  was  dated  31st  March  by  Green.  This  morning  T 
had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  Congress  Your  Excellency's  favor 
of  the  7th  Inst.*  together  with  the  Proclamation  which  came  in- 
closed— these  are  referred  to  a  special  Committee. 

Under  this  Cover  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  Inst,  for  appointing  General  Gates  to 
the  Command  of  the  whole  Northern  department  &  authorizing 
him  to  call  for  Militia  from  New  York  &  the  Eastern  States  &c. 
In  the  General's  Instructions  he. is  directed  when  convenient  to 
confer  with  &  take  Your  Excellency's  advice  &  assistance. 

General  Howe  is  now  circulating  as  far  as  his  own  &  the  power 
of  his  Emissaries  extend  a  Paper  said  to  have  been  received  by 
the  February  Packet,  but  printed  in  Philadelphia,  'titled 


*  See  pages  145-146. 
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"  Draughl  <>f  a  Bill  (Private) 

for  declaring  the  intentions  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  concerning  the  exercise  of  the  Right  of  imposing 
Taxes  within  His  Majesties  Colonies  Provinces  &  Planta- 
tions in  North  America." 

"  Draught  of  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Com- 
missioners with  sufficient  Powers  to  treat  consult  &  agree 
upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  disorders  now  subsisting 
in  certain  of  the  Colonies  Plantations  &  Provinces  in  North 
America." 

"  Whereas  the  exercise  of  the  Right  of  Taxation  by  the  Par- 
liament for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue  has  occasioned 
disorder,  &c. — It  is  expedient  to  Declare  that  the  K  &  P.  will 
not  impose  any  Duty  &c.  for  the  purpose  of  Revenue,  except 
for  the  Regulation  of  Commerce  &c.  the  N't  produce  to  be 
applied  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  in  which  the  same  shall  be 
respectively  levied — Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  His 
Majesty  &  authorized  to  treat  with  Body  &  Bodies  political  & 
Corporate  with  Assembly  or  Assemblies  of  men — Person  or 
Persons — to  proclaim  a  Cessation  of  Hostilities —  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  Act  of  16th  Geo  3d  prohibiting  Trade  & 
Intercourse — to  suspend  for  time  all  the  Acts  relative  to  the 
Colonies  passed  since  10th  febry.  1763 — to  grant  pardons  to 
any  number  or  description  of  persons  to  fill  up  Vacancies  in 
the  Offices  of  Governors  &  Commanders  in  Chief  in  the  Col- 
onies "  &c.  &c. 
The  last  article  is  nugatory  &  must  have  arisen  from  their  ignor- 
ance that  every  place  is  full. 

I  need  not  trouble  Your  Excellency  with  my  sentiments  on  this 
attempt  nor  on  the  proper  means  for  exposing  it  to  complete  con- 
tempt &  ridicule. 
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I  differ  with  Gentlemen  who  suppose  the  performance  originated 
under  authority  ini  England;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  destitute  of  the 
most  essential  marks;  if  the  MS.,  crossed  the  Atlantic  it  must 
have  been  the  production  of  a  Jacob  Henriques  or  a  Moses  Lindo. 
I  believe  it  to  be  of  Philadelphia  manufacture  probably  under 
hints  from  the  other  side  of  the  Water  &  sent  abroad  like  a 
Sibyl's  Letter — 'tis  not  improbable  I  may  be  obtruding  a  sub- 
ject, which  before  this  can  reach  Your  Excellency  will  be  known 
at  large;  be  that  as  it  may,  if  I  can  possibly  obtain  a  Copy  of  the 
whole  draught  it  shall  accompany  this  for  although  I  think  it 
should  be  treated  with  contempt — yet  not  silent  contempt — it  is  at 
present  in  the  hands  of  some  Gentlemen  who  will  exert  their 
Talents  in  stricturizing. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  heard  of  the  seperation  of  the  Com 
niissioners  for  establishing  a  Cartel,  the  conduct  &  determinations 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  appeared  on  our  pari  is  highly  applauded 
by  Congress, — will  do  themselves  honour  &  our  Cause,  service.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  regard  Sir  Your 
Excellency's  obedient  &  most  hum.  Serv't 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

In  Congress  April  15th  1778. 

Resolved,  That  General  Gates  be  directed  forthwith  to  repair  to 
Fish  Kill  on  Hudson's  River  and  take  the  Command  of  all  the 
Troops  which  now  are,  or  shall  be  collected  and  stationed  at  the 
Posts  on  that  River,  and  in  the  whole  Northern  Department;  and 
immediately  take  effectual  measures  to  secure  the  Communication 
with  the  Eastern  States  by  maintaining  the  Possession  of  Hud- 
son's River;  and  for  that  Purpose,  that  he  be  empowered  to  pro- 
vide such  a  Number  of  Gallies,  Gunboats,  Firerafts,  Chains,  Cas- 
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scons  and  <  lievaux-de-i'ri/.*',  and  erred   such  Fortifications  as  lie 

may  judge  necessary,  taking  care  that  the  Fortifications  be  not 
too  extensive;  and  als  )  to  carry  on  Operations  against  the  Enemy 
if  any  favorable  occasions  should  offer. 

That  to  enable  him  to  cany  into  Execution  the  Purposes  afore- 
mentioned, General  Gates  be  authorised  to  call  for  Militia  and 
artificers  from  the  States  of  New-York,  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
sets  Bay,  and  New  Hampshire,  and  in  case  the  Enemy  shall  evac- 
uate Rhode-Island,  from  that  State  also.  And  it  is  hereby  earn 
estly  recommended  to  the  said  States  to  afford  every  assistance  in 
their  Power,  as  well  in  sending  forth  their  militia  in  such  Num- 
bers and  for  such  time  as  General  Gates  shall  think  proper,  as  in 
furnishing  artificers,  materials  and  other  Necessaries  for  fortify- 
ing and  obstructing  the  said  River. 

Thai  General  dates  be  directed  from  time  to  time  to  afford 
every  assistance  in  his  Power,  in  forwarding  the  Draughts  and 
other  Reinforcements  destined  for  the  main  army. 

Messrs.  Gouverneur  Morris  of  New  York,  Francis  Dana  of 
Massachusetts  and  William  Duer  of  New  York  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  rjrepare  a  draft  of  instructions  for  General  Gates. 


[No.  1304.] 

THE  DIFFICULT  MILITARY  PROBLEM  AT  ALBANY. 

* 

General  McDougalVs  Specific  Orders  to  General  Conway  in  Regard 

to  the  Disposition  of  His  Force. 

Head  Quarters  Fish-Kills  April  21st  1778. 

Sir,   The  important  Stores  at  Albany;  and  the  present  State  of 

the  works  on  Hudson's  River  will  not  give  them  Security.     And 

the  bringing  down  Graton's  and  Alden's  Regiments  to  these  Posts 
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would  so  expose  the  Stores  of  various  Kinds  in  that  City,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  now  to  remove  those  Corps  to  the  Highlands.  These 
Considerations  together  with  the  apprehensions  from  the  Indians 
and  other  Emissaries  of  the  Enemy  render  it  necessary  for  the 
general  Service,  that  you  repair  to  Albany;  to  pursue  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  warr  respecting  Colonel  Warner's 
Regiment  and  Whitcomb's  Rangers,  as  well  as  to  take  the  Com- 
mand there,  untill  Congress  shall  order  an  Officer  for  that  Depart- 
ment; For  I  am  not  advised  whether  its  their  Intention  to  keep 
the  Northern  Department  separate  from  this  or  not.  But  the 
peculiar  Circumstances  of  that  part  of  the  Country  and  the  public 
Stores,  obliges  me  to  give  this  attention  to  them,  altho  it  deviates 
from  the  strict  Letter  of  the  Orders  of  the  Board  of  warr;  least  I 
should  be  charged  with  Want  of  Discretion  to  the  general  Con- 
cerns of  the  Continent;  Altho  my  present  Force  demands  the 
Assistance  of  those  Corps.  You  will  please  to  take  the  most  effec- 
tual measures  to  call  in  the  Officers  and  men  of  those  two  Regi- 
ments, and  not  suffer  any  Furloughs  to  be  given  to  either,  but  in 
cases  of  the  most  urgent  Necessity.  If  any  Emergency  should 
arise  which  will  render  it  necessarv,  to  detach  for  the  Relief  of 
Fort  Schuyler;  or  to  make  small  outposts,  it  must  be  done  from 
Colonel  Alden's  Regiment,  as  if  Colonel  Livingston's  was  above; 
as  this  Corps  was  ordered  here  by  the  Commander  in  chief  and 
arrived  before  the  last  arrangement  to  detain  it  at  Johns-Town. 
Colonel  Graton's  will  be  kept  at  Albany  and  in  Readiness  to  em- 
bark or  march  here  as  Occasion  shall  require  on  the  shortest 
Notice.  At  all  Events  Colonel  Graton's  must  not  be  sent  from 
Albany  unless  its  ordered  to  the  Highlands.  From  the  Informa- 
tion you  gave  me  of  the  lax  manner  in  which  Provision  and  Rum 
are  delivered  out  at  Albany  and  the  Posts  above,  I  must  beg  your 
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attention  to  remove  those  abuses,  as  farr  as  it  shall  be  in  your 
power.  It  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  Defence  of  the  Country, 
should  the  Enemy  make  any  Excursion  into  it,  to  consult  in  Time, 
with  the  Officers  of  the  militia,  and  those  who  are  well  acquainted 
in  the  Country,  where  it  will  be  proper  to  assemble  and  order  the 
different  Corps  of  Militia,  as  Occasion  shall  require. 
(Copy) 
Major  General  Conway. 


[No.  1305.] 

Thomas  Palmer  Asks  for  a  License  for  Captain  PinJcham  to  Export 

Corn. 

Sir, — The  Bearer  hereof,  Capt.  Paul  Pinkham,  of  the  Island  of 
Nantucket  came  into  this  Country  with  Mr.  Caleb  Coffin  in  the 
year  1774,  and  Continued  Trading  in  this  Country  that  year  and 
the  year  75,  at  which  Time  I  became  perfectly  Acquainted  with 
him  and  his  political  Sentiments,  which  at  that  time  were  very 
friendly  to  the  Liberties  of  America.  He  will  Inform  your  Excel- 
lency that  he  has  a  Vessel  with  a  Small  Cargo  of  Salt  in  Norfolk 
Harbour  in  Connecticut  which  on  acc't  of  an  Imbargo  law 
against  the  Transportation  of  Provision  of  any  kind  out  of  that 
State  he  is  Oblidged  to  apply  to  this  State  to  Barter  the  Same  for 
Provisions  Such  as  flour  &c.  His  Coming  by  water  (however 
honest)  may  Cause  Suspitions;  it,  therefore,  would  be  rather  Im- 
prudent for  any  Commissioner  to  Licence  him  to  Carry  out  flour 
altho  he  Should  Bring  in  the  Salt.  I  am  of  Opinion  that  in  Such 
Case  it  ought  to  be  by  Special  Licence  from  your  Excellency.  He 
has  therefore  Kequested  me  (as  he  is  a  Stranger)  to  write  to  your 
Excellencv  in  his  Behalf.  I  have  mentioned  above  what  I  know 
of  his  Personal  Charracter — and  by  the  papers  in  his  Hands  I 
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believe  his   Design     is    honest.     Besides    your    Excellency    will 

naturally  Conceive  that  our  Friends  on  that  Island  must  (from 

their  Situation)  be  in  great  Necessary  for  Provisions.     I  am  with 

Due  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  &  most  humble 

Serv't 

Thos.  Palmer. 
New  Burgh  21st  April  1778. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  &c.  &c. 


[No.  1306.] 

THE  ESCAPE  OF  WALTER  BUTLER. 

Colonel  Yrooman  Patriotically  Raises  His  Quota  for  the  Defence  of 
the  State,  and  Starts  After  the  Exempts. 

Albany  21st  Aprill  1778. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  just  now  applied  to  by  Coll.  Vrooman  for  an  Ex- 
planation on  that  part  of  your  order  Dated  the  6th  Instant. 
After  you  have  Said  that  the  men  are  to  be  Entiteld  to  Con- 
tinantle  pay  and  Rations  you  Refer  him  for  the  Bounty  to  an  act 
Intiteld  "  an  act  for  Rasing  Seven  hundred  men  to  be  Employ'd 
in  the  Defence  of  this  State." 

He  will  not  be  able  to  finish  the  Rasing  the  men  (or  reather  he 
will  not  be  able  to  Levy  the  Tax  on  the  Exempts)  Untill  he  has 
Copy  of  that  Law  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  favour  him  with — 
he  Says  he  has  the  men  Nearly  Engaged  and  Expects  that  in  a 
Day  or  two  after  he  Receives  the  act  he  will  have  the  men  Com- 
pleat.  He  Recommends  Lt.  Johannes  Dietz  for  the  Officer  agre- 
able  to  your  Directions.  He  also  Stands  much  in  Need  of  the 
Militia  Law. 

News  we  have  none,   Except  a  Disagreable  Tale  about  the 
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Escape  of  Mr.  Butler*  who  went  off,  I  thinck,  a  Saturday  Night. 
Could  He  be  got  again  it  would  be  a  Lucky  Circumstance  but  I 
am  afraid  it  will  not  be  the  Case.  My  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clin- 
ton &  the  old  Lady.     I  Remain  Your  very  Hum'e  S't 

Ab'm  Yates,  Jun. 
Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1307.] 

General  McDougall  Sorely  Troubled  Over  Military  Perplexities. 

Fish  Kill  April  22d  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  19th  current 
covering  General  Schyler's  Letter  and  others  for  Congress  &c. 
These  were  forwarded  yesterday.  I  have  determined  to  send 
Genl.  Conway  to  Albany  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the  in- 
closed copy  of  his  orders.  If  any  accident  Happens  to  these 
posts,  my  reputation  will  be  ruined,  and    if   the    stores    above, 

♦Walter  Butler  belonged  to  a  particularly  brutal  type  of  man.  He  was  the  son  of 
Col.  John  Butler,  who,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Guy 
Johnson's  Tryon  County  Militia  Regiment.  Col.  Marinus  Willett,  who  was  named 
"  the  devil  "  by  the  Indians,  because  of  the  rapidity  and  success  of  all  his  move- 
ments, had  succeeded,  with  Major  Stockwell,  in  passing  through  the  enemy's  lines  and 
works  before  Fort  Schuyler,  and  covered  some  forty  or  fifty  miles,  through  swamps  and 
trackless  woods,  in  order  to  reach  Fort  Dayton,  which  was  then  commanded  by  Col. 
Weston.  Willett,  learning  that  Gen.  Schuyler  had  ordered  Generals  Arnold  and  Larned 
with  a  Massachusetts  brigade  to  the  relief  of  Col.  Gansevoort,  who  was  beleaguered  at 
Fort  Schuyler  by  St.  Leger,  started  for  Albany  in  order  to  meet  General  Arnold,  who 
was  to  command  the  relief  expedition. 

During  his  absence,  a  secret  meeting  of  Tories  gathered  at  the  residence  of  a  Mr. 
Shoemaker,  who  had  held  a  commission  under  George  III.  Weston  promptly  detached 
a  small  body  of  troops  who  surrounded  the  premises  and  captured  every  one  of  the 
conspirators.  Among  them  was  Lieutenant  Walter  Butler,  wbo  with  fourteen  white 
soldiers  of  St.  Leger's  army  and  a  similar  number  of  Indians,  had  gone  among  his  old 
acquaintances  on  the  German  Flatts  to  persuade  them  to  join  the  King's  forces,  then 
before  Fort  Schuyler.  At  the  moment  the  American  troops  entered.  Butler  was 
delivering  a  violent  harangue.  Arnold  regarded  him  as  a  spy  and  ordered  a  court 
martial  of  which  Willett  officiated  as  Judge  Advocate.  Butler  was  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  death,  but  owing  to  the  influence  of  a  large  number  of  officers  who  had  met 
him  while  he  was  studying  law  at  Albany,  his  life  was  spared  by  a  reprieve.  Butler 
was  taken  to  Albany  and  closely  guarded,  until  the  following  spring,  when  in  conse- 
quence of  his  ill  health,  and  through  the  influence  of  many  Tory  friends  of  the  Butler 
family,  he  was  transferred  to  a  private  residence,  where  he  gave  his  parole.  From  this 
place  he  was  permitted  to  escape,  through  treachery,  it  was  alleged,  as  the  guards 
v,ho  were  watching  him  fell  asleep  from  the  effects  of  over  indulgence  in  intoxicating 
liquors.  After  a  career  of  bloodshed  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere, Butler  himself  was  shot  by  an  Indian  friendly  to  the  Americans  and  scalped, 
despite  his  piteous  appeals  for  mercy— mercy  that  he  was  never  known  to  bestow  upon 
the  luckless  captives  who  fell  into  his  hands.— State  Historian. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  205 

which  are  very  capital,  should  be  destroyed,  if  I  suffered  the 
Troops  to  come  down  I  would  be  Censured.  In  short,  my  situa- 
tion in  this  command  make  me  exceedingly  miserable,,  and  I  fear 
will  end  in  my  destruction.  If  leisure  permits  I  wish  to  see  you 
on  some  late  intelligence  of  a  very  important  nature,  from  New 
York.  It  is  with  reluctance  I  send  you  the  Prisoners  mentioned 
in  the  inclosures,  but  our  Prevost's  Guard  is  full.  Time  will  only 
permit  me  to  add  that  I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  H'ble 

Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1308.] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  to  Washington  the  Danger  and  Uncovered 

Condition  of  Albany. 

Poukeepsie  April  22d  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Tho'  the  removal  of  a  considerable  Part  of  the  Troops 
that  were  stationed  at  Albany  to  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands  ap- 
peared to  be  a  Measure  expedient  and  absolutely  necessary,  I  am 
nevertheless  very  apprehensive,  that  the  withdrawing  all  the 
Troops  from  that  Quarter  (Gansevoort's  and  Warner's  Regiments 
excepted)  which  I  learn  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  is  to  be  the 
Case  may  be  attended  with  bad  Consequences,  especially  while 
the  Disposition  of  several  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  if  not  known  to 
be  hostile,  is  at  least  very  doubtful,  and  from  our  weak  State 
there  may  be  fixed  against  us.  We  have  large  quantities  of 
Stores  of  every  kind  in  Albany  and  its  vicinity.  The  Enemy  are 
not  without  some  Troops  in  Canada.  They  are  Masters  of  the 
Lakes,  and  should  they,  aided  by  the  Indians,  be  disposed  to  make 
Incursions  into  this  State,  they  might  do  us  infinite  Mischief  be- 
fore a  force,  sufficient  to  oppose  them,  could  be  collected. 
Gansevoort's  Regiment  is  stationary,  and  Warner's,  weak  undis- 
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ciplined  and,  as  General  Conway  informs  me,  unarmed;  The 
Militia,  therefore,  is  all  we  have  to  rely  on,  and  they  consider 
themselves  as  deserted  &  are  already  moving  in,  and  leaving  the 
most  fertile  Parts  of  the  Country  uninhabited.  That  Depart- 
ment being  also  without  any  particular  Person  to  command  in  it 
contributes  greatly  to  the  Discouragement  of  the  Inhabitants.  I 
have  ordered  out  about  300  militia  in  that  Quarter,  but  the 
Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  are  so  very  extensive  that  this 
small  force  must  necessarily  be  much  divided.  I  am  with  great 
Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  &  very  humble  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


[No.  1309.] 

AN  ALARMING  REPORT  FROM  WHITE  CREEK. 

Colonel  Williams  Expects  a  Sortie  from  the  Enemy — Weakness  of 
his  Com ni and  in  Men  and  Ammunition. 

Head  Quarters  Albany  April  22d  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  have  just  received  a  Letter 
from  Collo  .Williams  who  commands  at  White  Creek  of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a  True  Copy,  &  by  the  Express  returning  have  sent 
him  the  Powder  &  Lead  according  to  his  desire.  Collo.  Warner's 
Regiment  from  Bennington  arrived  here  this  day,  it  consists  of 
140  effective  Men.  This  I  send  by  Express,  &  beg  to  know  as 
soon  as  possible  your  advice  upon  the  matter — if  Genl.  Conway 
is  at  the  Highlands,  please  to  acquaint  him  with  this  Intelligence, 
&  a  Return  of  his  necessary  Orders  upon  the  Occasion.  I  am  Sir 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  most  humble  Serv't 

Jotham  Loring,  Collo.,  Coinmand't. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  High  Lands. 
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White  Creek  April  22d  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  just  favored  with  the  Sight  of  a  Line  from  Major 
Allen  who  commands  a  party  of  one  Hundred  Men  belonging  to 
the  Grants  and  about  12  miles  from  Ticonderoga  last  Saturday 
about  10  O'clock  in  the  Forenoon.  Also  an  Officer  informs  me 
it  may  be  depended  on  that  there  will  be  700  of  the  Enemy  in  this 
Town,  by  Saturday  night.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  bound 
not  to  divulge  the  Informer,  but  he  was  certain  it  may  be  de- 
pended on,  &  as  my  Informant  is  to  be  depended  on  I  imagine  we 
may  expect  them. 

My  Regiment  is  now  under  arms  &  about  to  raise  the  70  men 
ordered  to  range  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Country — but  it  will  be 
impossible  to  get  them — There  being  so  many  moved  off  by  rea- 
son of  no  Succours  on  the  Frontiers.  However  we  must  do  the 
best  we  can.  I  shall  go  out  with  a  Party  to  recconoitre  to  mor- 
row and  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  hear  in  a  few  days  of  our 
Proceedings. 

I  could  wish  some  Troops  might  be  ordered  up  with  all  Speed 
or  we  must  innevitably  fall  a  Victim  to  the  Enemy  as  it  is  a  Sea- 
son of  the  year  we  cannot  possibly  move  off  with  that  Expedition 
it  will  require  if  the  Enemy  should  come  down — and  what  is  still 
worse  there's  a  scarcity  of  Ammunition  amongst  us — therefore 
must  beg  you  would  immediately  send  me  100  lb.  of  Powder  & 
300  lb.  of  Lead  by  the  Bearer,  and  I  will  be  answerable  for  the 
Like,  Quantity  till  we  can  receive  it  from  the  State,  &  beg  you 
w'd  forward  a  Gappy  of  this  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton 
with  all  Speed.     I  am  Sir  with  SenUmenfs  of  Esteem  Your  most 

obed't  humb'e  Serv't 

Jno.  Williams,  Collo. 

To  the  Commanding  officer  at  Albany. 

A  True  Copy  from  the  Oliguria  1. 
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[No.  1310.] 

Proclamation  from  Congress  for  the  Reclamation  of  Those  Who  Have 

Been  Traitors  to  the  United  States. 

In  Congress,  April  23,  1778. 

Whereas,  Persuasion  and  Influence,  the  Example  of  the  De- 
luded or  Wicked,  the  Fear  of  Danger,  or  the  Calamities  of  War, 
may  have  induced  some  of  the  Subjects  of  these  States  to  join, 
aid  or  abet  the  British  Forces  in  America,  and  who,  tho'  now 
desirous  of  returning  to  their  Duty,  and  anxiously  wishing  to  be 
received  and  reunited  to  their  Country,  may  be  deterred  by  the 
Fear  of  Punishment:  And,  whereas,  the  People  of  these  States 
are  ever  more  ready  to  reclaim  than  to  abandon,  to  mitigate  than 
to  increase  the  Horrors  of  War,  to  pardon  than  to  punish  Offend- 
ers: 

RESOLVED,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  to  pass  Laws,  or  to  the  Executive  Authority 
of  each  State,  if  invested  with  sufficient  Power,  to  issue  Procla- 
mations, offering  Pardon,  with  such  Exceptions,  and  under  such 
Limitations  and  Restrictions  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  to 
such  of  their  Inhabitants  or  Subjects,  as  have  levied  War  against 

any  of  these  States,  or  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the  Enemy, 
and  shall  surrender  themselves  to  any  Civil  or  Military  Officer 
of  any  of  these  States,  and  shall  return  to  the  State  to  which  thev 
may  belong  before  the  10th  Day  of  June  next.  And  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  good  and  faithful  Citizens  of  these  States  to  re- 
ceive such  returning  Penitents  with  Compassion  and  Mercy,  and 
to  forgive  and  bury  in  Oblivion  their  past  Failings  and  Trans- 
gressions. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
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[No.  1311.] 
TO  PROTECT  THE   NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

Petition  from  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Towns  to  the  Governor 
to  Send  Troops  to  Their  Aid — Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York  Captain  General   &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Same  &c.  &c. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Saratoga  and  Cambridge 
Districts  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  Your  Petitioners  in  order  to  be  out  of  the  Power  of  the 
Enemy  did,  when  the  army  Under  Genl.  Burgoyne  penetrated 
Into  the  Country,  Remove  from  their  Habitations  with  Such  of 
their  Effects  as  they  Could  Convey;  that  Immediately  after  the 
Convention  Between  Genl.  Gates  and  General  Burgoyne,  Such  of 
Your  Petitioners  as  Were  in  a  Situation  so  to  do,  Returnd  to 
their  Plantations,  that  others  of  them  are  but  lately  Returnd, 
that  all  of  them  are  now  Engaged  in  Preparing  to  Cultivate  their 
farms,  for  the  Subsistance  of  their  families  out  of  the  Produce, 
and  for  the  Support  of  the  armies  out  of  what  they  may  Have 
to  Spare;  that  as  all  the  troops  are  Drawn  away  from  the  North- 
ern Communication,  Your  Petitioners  are  Expos'd  to  the  Incur- 
sions of  the  Savages  and  their  more  Savage  abetters,  the  British 
troops  and  Tories  from  Canada,  that  Your  Petitioners  have 
Great  reason  to  Expect  that  the  Enemy  will  Commit  deprada- 
tions  on  them,  and  that  if  they  are  Under  the  necessity  of  Guard- 
ing the  Frontiers,  Their  farms  must  lay  waste  and  their  familys 
Exposed  to  Inevitable  want  and  the  Greatest  distress. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  Humbly  pray  that  Your  Ex- 
cellency Will  take  Speedy  and  Effectual  measures  for  their  Re- 
lief by  Sending  a  Body  of  Troops  to  Skensborough,  Fort  George 

14 
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and  Jesups  Pattent,  the  Two  former  will  be  able  to  protect  the 
Western  Distrects  of  Challotte  County,  and  the  Eastern  &  North- 
ern Distrects  of  the  County  of  Albany  Whilst  the  Latter  Will 
Cover  the  Western  pari  of  Saratoga  Discreet  Ballstown,  and  the 
North  Eastern  part  of  Tryon  County,  Your  Petititioners  Humbly 
apprehend  Thai  the  propriety  of  their  Bequest  is  so  Evident  that 
it  will  Claim  Your  Excellences  Serious  attention  and  that  the 
Prayer  thereof  will  be  Granted  and 

Your  Excellences  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever 
Pray: 

George  Palmer,  Job  Wright,  Dirck  Swart,  Eben'r  Marvin, 
Haz:  Schuyler,  Joseph  Row,  Daniel  Parke,  Gideon  Moor,  Peter 
Van  Wort,  Elias  Bower,  Ezra  Buell,  Isaac  Doty,  Titus  Mereman, 
Edey  Baker,  Danl.  Dickinson,  Charles  Moore,  Jno.  Mohanea, 
Samuel  Bacon,  Alex'r  Baldwin,  Jabez  Morehouse,  Holton  Dun- 
ham, Abner  Fuller,  John  Fish,  Gideon  Bowdish,  Benjamin  Fish, 

■ 

Jno.  Younglove,  Isaiah  Younglove,  Morgan  Powell,  William 
Powell,  Benaiah  West,  James  Hagemen,  Lawrence  Surdam, 
Robert  Cowan,  Julius  Collins,  Edmund  Wells,  Edmund  Wells 
Jun'r,  Walter  Rawley,  John  Pettet,  James  Cowan,  John  Morison, 
John  Morison,  Jun-r,  James  Morison,  Jur.,  Samuel  Morison, 
James  Cowden,  John  Clark,  James  Morison,  the  third.,  Thos. 
Morison,  Jur.,  Abenezer  Basey,  Abenzer  Seley,  James  Morison 
Sener,  James  S.  Cowden,  Samuel  Cowden,  John  Duncan,  Thos. 
Morison,  John  Scott,  Robt.  Gillmore,  Wm.  Clark,  Wm.  Clark, 
Jun.,  Joseph  Wells,  Gersham  Woodworth,  William  Woodworth," 
Saml.  Clark,  John  McClung,  Elisha  Wadsworth,  David'  Slarra, 
Elisha  Allen,  David  Allen,  Esek  Whipple,  Phineas  Whitesides, 
Jacob  Benson,  John  Benson,  Bildad  Bensou,  Joshua  Cobb, 
Ebenezer   Patrick,    John    Thompson,    Ebenezer    Cobb,    William 
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Patrick,  John  Reis,  Josiah  Benjamin,  Samuel  Norton,  Joal  Cook, 
James  Norton,  Jno.  Boyd,  Jur.,  Simeon  Barber,  Reuben  Wright, 
John  Hunter,  Daniel  Cambell,  Thomas  Ballard,  Asel  Norton, 
John  Neilson,  Edward  Finel,  Solomon  Cambell,  George  Hunter, 
Elisha  Andrus,  Thoma  Mansfild,  Rial  Nevland,  Jeseph  Hunger, 
Ezekiel  Sayles,  Stephen  Sayles,  Edward  Hysted,  Simeon  Boler, 
Gabriel  Strang,  Amos  Woodworth,  Timothy  Edwards,  Peter 
Clements,  James  Seely,  Ahab  Sayles,  Jabos  Tuttle,  Philip 
Monger,  Abner  Scidmore,  Solomon  Scidmore,  Increase  Child, 
Joseph  Seely,  Mordcai  Sayles,  John  Scidmore,  John  Scidmore, 
Jur.,  Zopher  Scidmore,  Abijah  Tuttle,  Jonas  Titus,  Philip  Rogers, 
Jur.,  Salvenus  Dunkan,  Philip  Ingersol. 


Poughkeepsie  April  24th  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  the  Petition  signed  by  you  &  others  the 
Inhabitants  of  Saratoga  &  Cambridge  Districts.  You  must  be 
sensible  that  I  have  no  other  force  under  my  command  but  the 
militia  of  the  state;  that  to  send  a  Body  of  Troops  to  be  stationed 
at  the  several  Places  you  mention  &  to  give  equal  Protection  to 
every  other  Quarter  which  may  be  in  like  manner  exposed  to  the 
incursions  of  the  Enemy,  would  be  altogether  out  of  my  Power, 
unless  I  was  to  call  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  into  the  field. 
The  Legislature  passed  a  Law  for  raising  700  men  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Slate,  a  due  proportion  of  which  I  have  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  Charlotte  &  Tiyon  Counties  &  at  Schoharie;  the  Residue 
in  the  Southern  Paris  of  the  State  where  the  Inhabitants  are 
much  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Enemy  from  New  York 
&  its  neighbouring  Posts;  and  I  have  exempted  all  those  Regim'ts 
from  Drafts  to  til)   up  the  continental  Regiments  in  order  that 
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thev  niav  be  the  better  enabled  to  defend  themselves.  I  was 
sensible  notwithstanding  that  the  withdrawing  all  the  Troops 
from  the  Northern  Department  would  leave  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  too  much  exposed.  I  there- 
fore wrote  to  Genl.  Washington  on  the  Subject  &  have  prevailed 
on  Genl.  McDougall  to  permit  Greighton's,  Alden's  *fc  Warner's 
Regts.  to  remain  for  the  present  where  they  are,  and  I  trust,  this 
force  with  the  Spirited  exertions  of  the  militia  will  give  you 
security  against  the  small  force  that  the  Enemy  can  send  against 
you.  I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  keep  large  bodies  of  the 
militia  out  in  the  field  as  this  would  prevent  the  cultivation  of 
our  Lands  &  much  distress  the  Inhabitants.  The  Confl  Troops 
&  the  Companies  I  have  ordered  to  be  raised  will  be  sufficient 
to  guard  the  Frontiers  ag't  small  Parties  or  oppose  any  sudden 
Incursion  &  if  the  Enemy  should  come  with  greater  force  they 
must  of  course  move  slow,  and  afford  Time  for  the  militia  to  be 
collected,  which  the  command'g  Officer  on  such  occasions  is  em- 
powered to  do  without  wait'g  for  further  orders. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  every  Succour  &  Protection  which  I 
can  give  you  will  at  all  times  be  afforded  &  that  I  will  be  atten- 
tive to  vour  Safety.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

Dirck  Swart  Esqr.  &  others  Inhabit's  of  Saratoga  &  Cambridge 
Districts. 


[No.  1312.] 

A    Bartering    Transaction  Involving   Flour   and   Salt   and   TYhat 

Followed. 

Sir,  The  Committee  of  this  District  sometime  last  winter  pur- 
chased a  Quantity  of  wheat  which  was  manufactured  into  Flower, 
and  Bartered  for  Salt,  for  the  Inhabitants  of  part  of  the  District 
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and  are  now  under  the  necessity  of  troubleing  your  Excellency 

for  a  permit.     The  Salt  is  laying  beyond  the  State  Line,  and  the 

Person  who  made  the  Contract  will  not  suffer  it  to  be  removd, 

untill  a  permit  is  obtained  for  the  Flower.     Our  Inhabitants  are 

greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  that  necessary  article  having 

put  their  whole  dependance  on  the  above  mentioned  Salt.     The 

Quantity  of  Flower  is  400  Barrels.     Your  Excellencies  comply- 

ance  with  their  request  will  much  oblidge  your  friend  and  humb'e 

Serv't 

Robt.  V'n  Rensselaer. 
Claverack  April  24th  1778. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  1313.] 

COLONEL  JOHN  WILLIAMS  CHANGES  HIS  TONE. 

No  Cause  for  Ms  Alarming  Letter  of  April  22nd — Danger  to  the 

Frontiers — A    Disappearing    Militia — His    Appeal    to    Governor 

Clinton. 

White  Creek,  April  25th  1778. 

Hon'd  Sir,  Yesterday  I  return'd  with  my  Regiment  from  near 
Sckeensbrough.  The  reason  of  my  March  I  mentioned  to  you  in 
my  last.  It  appears  the  alarm  arose  from  Major  Allen's  Party 
Cleaning  out  their  Arms  after  being  out  in  the  wet,  a  Gentle  ma  u 
hapen'd  at  the  time  to  be  in  the  rear  &  hering  the  Fireing,  took  it 
to  be  an  Engagement  with  the  Enemy,  and  alarm'd  the  People  in 
the  Frontiers,  and  it  gives  me  Pleasure  to  Inform  you  that  the 
people  never  so  Universally  Turird  out  so  well  before. 

By  the  best  Information  There  is  Two  of  the  Enemies  Ships  at 
Ticonderoga,  but  no  Troops  have  as  yet  Landed.  However  by 
Certain  Entiligence  which  I  have  Procured  from  the  Commis- 
ioners  to  Detect  Conspiracies,  and  some  of  the  Disaffected,  we 
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may  expect  The  Following  Plan  is  the  Enemies  Design.  The 
Enemy  are  to  present  themselves  in  the  Frontiers  in  order  to 
Receive  the  Disaffected  that  will  Joyn  them  and  then  return  to 
St.  John's  and  as  Soon  as  the  militia  are  returned  home,  they  are 
then  to  Return  and  Penetrate  into  the  Country  by  Parties  in  order 
to  Detect  as  many  as  they  Can,  and  return,  Then  to  remain  Quiet, 
till  the  Sniping  comes  up  the  North  River  at  which  time  the  In- 
dians are  to  be  let  loose  upon  Our  Families,  and  to  Burn  and 
Destroy  all  they  can.  In  the  first  Instant  it  seems  to  be  their 
Design,  for  as  Soon  as  the  Ships  appear'd  Some  of  the  Disaffected 
went  of  to  them. 

I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  Capt.  Barn's  Company  goes  on 
but  Slowly.  The  Act  I  was  Refer'd  to  in  your  Letter  Respected 
the  Raising  the  men  I  have  not  been  furnished  with.  The  Two 
Lieutenants  are  appointed  and  about  eighteen  Enlisted.  But 
there's  nothing  mentioned  about  amunition  or  Provision.  I  sent 
to  Albany  and  Procured  One  Hundred  weight  of  Power  &  Two  of 
Lead,  and  Two  Barrells  of  Beef  and  Two  of  Flour.  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  Inform'd  how  they  are  to  be  Supplied — and  also  be 
furnished  with  the  act  respected  the  raising  of  the  men. 

As  we  Stood  in  need  of  a  Guard  and  Scouting  Parties  before  this 
Company  could  be  raised,  I  tho't  it  prudent  Together  with  the 
Opinion  of  my  other  Officers,  to  Class  Militia  in  Six  different 
rinses  &  to  Serve  week  about.  This  seems  to  lake  with  the  In- 
habitants, but  before  it  could  be  done  the  alarm  was  given  &  Three 
Companies  are  allmost  .mov'd  off.  Nor  do  I  imagine  they  will 
return  notwithstanding  all  the  arguments  Us'd  which  I  am  master 
of.  This  being  the  Case  I  have  not  at  present,  Twice  Seventy 
men,  therefore,  it  will  be  Impossible  to  Fill  the  Company,  as  the 
District  of  Cambridge  is  Contigious  to  us  and  our  Removial  from 
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our  Farms  (which  will  be  the  case  unless  tirnly  Assisted)  will 
leave  it  a  Frontier.  I  would  Sugest  whether  it  would  not  be 
good  Policy  for  them  to  Assist  in  filling  up  the  Company.  I  have 
mentioned  this  to  them  which  they  would  Concur  in,  was  it  not 
for  their  raising  men  to  Join  the  Continental  Troops.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  Ignorant  of  the  Forces  we  may  expect  to  guard  the 
Frontiers;  but  this  I  am  well  assured  that  if  some  Succour  is  not 
sent  us  Soon,  the  People  will  undoubtedly  leave  this  County,  as 
they  Cannot  Subsist  having  lost  allmost  their  all,  unless  they  can 
raise  a  Crop  this  Season. 

The  Enemy  can  land  at  Sckeensbrough  &  be  to  the  Southermost 
part  of  the  County  in  one  day,  and  excepting  the  men  under  Capt. 
Barns  and  my  Small  number  of  Militia  theire  is  none  to  Interupt 
them;  this  being  the  Case  the  people  are  at  a  lost  whether  to  put 
in  their  Crop  or  not. 

A  few  days  Since,  the  Civil  Majestrates  appointed  for  the 
County  mett  and  by  Reason  of  my  Refusing  the  Coinmision  being 
Superceded,  they  all  objected;  when  this  Dificulaty  first  began  I 
know  not.  If  my  Constituents  would  be  Satisfied  and  my  name 
obliterated  from  the  List  I  should  be  Contented,  but  to  be  Super- 
seeded,  without  any  reason  given,  and  the  only  person  Struct  at  in 
the  County,  I  must  confess,  I  feel  my  self  Injured,  and  untill  the 
matter  is  clear'd  up,  I  must  Resign  from  taking  any  Commision 
either  Civil  or  Military.  For  my  own  Part  I  never  Solicited  auy 
Commision,  and  would  as  soon  go  out  to  defend  my  Injured  Coun- 
try in  a  private  Station,  as  a  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  am  Informed  by  the  Committee  of  Kingsbury  That  one  Mr. 
Dotey  who  hath  been  an  officer,  and  lives  Contigious  to  that  Dis- 
trict, but  is  in  Albany  County  hath  offered  to  raise  20  or  22  Good 
men,  greatest  part  of  which  he  can  Engage  in  Two  days,  in  order 
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to  defend  their  Property  it  bring  in  the  Frontiers  provided  he  can 
get  a  lient.  Commision.  I  Inform'd  them,  that  I  would  acquaint 
you  of  it.  Could  this  be  done  it  would  necesarily  draw  more  force 
to  the  Frontiers  and  as  Mr.  Dotey  is  a  man  well  acquainted  with 
the  woods  round  lake  George,  and  a  good  Soldier  it  may  be  of 
great  service  to  the  County. 

In  my  letter  to  you  the  21st  Inst.,  I  mentioned  of  requesting  the 
Commanding  Officer  at  Albany  to  Supply  me  with  Amunition 
which  was  Granted.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  I  am  to  re- 
place it;  &  also  we  are  in  great  want  of  Flints.  I  should  be  glad 
to  be  Informed  by  the  first  Opertunity,  and  also  to  be  furnished 
with  the  Militia  Law.     I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Your 

most  Obed't  &  Most  Humble  SeiVt 

Jno.  Williams. 

P.  S.     Should  be  glad  to  know  how  I  must  Conduct  with  the 

militia  or  whither  I  can  be  Justified  in  Sending  out  the  militia  in 

Clases  if  wanted. 

Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1314.] 

Ebenezer  Clark's  Epistle  to  the  Governor  Relative  to  Tories. 

New  Perth  April  25,  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  We  have  form'd  a  Board  of  Commissioners  here  &  are 
Employed  in  Searching  into  the  Conduct  of  Such  as  have  been 
with  the  Enemy — our  Greatest  dificulty  is  in  Convincing  many 
who  Term  themselves  Zelous  Whigs  of  the  Justice  &  Propriety  of 
our  Proceedings,  &  as  no  Court  or  Majistrasy  Exists  to  Supress  & 
keep  in  order  the  Whigs,  as  well  as  the  Tories,  who  are  as  Ungov- 
ernable, we  find  it  attended  with  many  Dificulties.  Mr.  Webster 
Designs  Writeing  you  Shortly.     Hopeing  You'l  Excuse  Incorect- 
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ness  in  this  &  the  Inclosed  I  am  with  Great  Esteem  Your  Obe- 

dent  &  very  Hmb.  Serv't 

Eben'r  Clark. 

We  ware  lately  alarm'd  with  account  of  the  Enemys  apparance 
at  Tyconderoga;  the  militia  marched  out  near  Skeansborough  & 
finde  their  visits  on  the  Lake  but  that  they  have  made  no  Incur- 
sion by  Land  as  yet,  tho  dayly  under  aprehensions  of  them. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1315.] 

PATRONAGE  COMPLICATIONS  IN  CHARLOTTE  COUNTY. 

Colonel  WilUams  Obstreperous — His  Grievances — Trials  of  the  First 

Governor  of  the  State. 

New  Perth,  Charlotte  County  April  25th  1778. 

Sir,  I  acquainted  Col.  John  Williams  &  Mr.  Webster  of  their 
appointments  to  the  office  of  Judges  for  this  County.  Col.  Wil- 
liams refused  to  accept,  because  of  the  Injustice  he  thinks  done 
him  by  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Third  Judge  instead  of 
Second,  as  in  the  ordinance — he  Says  he  knows  of  no  Complaint 
being  entered  to  the  Council  ag't  him,  why  he  Should  be  Super- 
seded by  a  Person  who  was  not  in  the  former  appointments  & 
further  Signified  his  Intention  of  not  accepting  of  his  Colonel's 
Commission  until!  his  griefence  is  redressed  in  the  above  appoint- 
ment. He  also  desired  me  to  accquaint  you  of  the  above  Reasons 
for  his  declineing  &  that  he  will  rite  You  largely  on  the  Subject. 

Mr.  Webster  declines  also  Upon  the  Principle  of  not  being  even 
Passively  the  means  of  any  Confusion  as  Col.  Williams  makes  So 
great  objections  of  his  appointment  before  him  and  is  willing  to 
accept  (if  agreeable  to  the  Council)  of  the  Station  of  Third  Judge. 

I  also  accquainted  the  Sherref,  &  the  following  Justices  of  their 
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appointments  viz:  Mr.  Rustle,  Mr.  Masters,  Mr.  M'Collister,  Mr. 
Hopkins.  Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Baker,  &  Mi*.  Fuller,  who  arc  all  willing 
to  accept,  but  not  until!  the  Judges  be  Qualified  thinking  it  neces 
sary  that  all  the  wheels  of  Government  will  be  more  than  Sum 
cient  to  Command  that  obedience  necessary  among  a  People  who 
have  80  long  Enjoyed  the  liberty  of  a  Loose  Reign  without  Con- 
troul. 

I  am  paind  at  the  Thought  of  opening  our  Courts  being  so 
long  delayed,  no  man's  Property  is  Secure,  the  Committes  are 
disolved,  the  Power  of  the  Commissioners  is  weak,  for,  unless  the 
determinations  of  the  Commissioners  run  in  the  Same  Channel 
with  the  Judgment  of  some  persons  who  Esteem  themselves  zelous 
freinds  to  the  Common  Good,  the  Commissioners  are  Reflected  on 
&  the  Persons  dealt  with  are  lyable  to  be  Be  Judged  &  Punished 
&  none  to  Control  them. 

I  beg  Your  Excellency  for  Instructions  if  any  alteration  should 
be  made  I  Cant  omit  Suggesting  that  Mr.  Webster's  appoint- 
ment seems  agreeable  to  the  People  in  General,  that  1  have  had 
opertunity  of  Converseing  with.  Wishing  You  all  Posable 
felicity  1  inn  Your  Excellencys  most  obt.  &  very  hmb.  Serv't 

Ebenezer  Clark. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1316.] 

President  Laurens  Forwards  Copies  of  Acts  of  Congress  to  Couermr 

Clinton. 

Y^ork  Town  26  April  1778. 

Sir,  When  I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  Your  Excellency 

the  20th  Inst,  by  Messenger  Browne,  I  had  taken  some  pains 

to  procure  the  Copy  of  "  Draught  of  Bills  '    &c.  which  accom- 
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parried  my  Letter,  supposing  I  was  (lien  transmitting  a  thing 
which  would  be  new  at  Poughkeepsie,  but  from  the  measures 
which,  I  now  know  have  been  pursued  by  the  late  Governor 
of  New  York,  it  is  highly  probable  he  had  before  that  date  at- 
tempted to  Insult  Your  Excellency  with  a  packet  of  printed 
Copies  of  that  paper  Certified  by  himself  &  ushered  by  a  modest 
Injunction  upon  Your  Excellency  to  dispose  them — such  has 
been  Mr.  Tryon's  conduct  towards  Governor  Livingston,  Gen. 
Washington,  &c.  &c. — an  expence  &  trouble  which  might  have 
been  spared,  since  Congress  from  the  first  appearance  of  the 
Stratagem  had  determined  to  expose  it  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  to  public  view — in  pursuance  of  such  Resolution  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  transmitting  within  the  present  Inclosure 
twelve  Copies  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  22d  Inst,  confirming 
the  Report  of  a  Committee  on  Gen.  Washington's  Letter  of  the 
18th  containing  the  said  Draughts,  to  which  is  prefixed  Lord 
North's  Speech  at  the  introduction  of  the  Bills  into  Parliament. 
Your  Excellency  will  also  find  inclosed  an  Act  of  Congress  of 
the  23d*  for  granting  pardons  to  certain  characters  therein  de- 
scribed &  Recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  Laws 
or  issue  Proclamations  for  that  purpose — in  a  seperate  packet 
are  50  Copies  of  this  last  mentioned  Act  wmich  Your  Excellency 
may  judge  necessary  to  disperse  immediately.  Congress  were 
induced  to  this  measure  from  well  founded  suggestions  that 
great  advantages  would  follow.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  With 
the  highest  Esteem  &  Regard  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Obedient  & 
most  humble  Servant 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  New  York. 


*See  page  209. 
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[No.  1317.] 

DETERIORATION  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

Massachusetts  Reluctant  to  Pass  a  Regulating  Act  Fearful  of  Its 

Effect  on  the  General  Cause. 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Roxbury  April  27th  1778. 
Sir,  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  a 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22nd  of  November  last  appointed 
Commissioners  u>  meet  those  which  might  be  appointed  by  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware  at  New  Haven  on  the 
loth  of  January  last  for  the  purpose  of  devising  the  most  pru- 
dent and  effectual  measures  for  promoting  those  valuable  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  said  Resolve  of  Congress.  The  Commission- 
ers met  accordingly  and  reported  that  it  was  Expedient  that 
Laws  should  be  made  Regulating  the  prices  of  Labor,  produce 
&c,  and  their  proceedings  have  been  laid  before  this  Assembly, 
who  were  much  divided  in  their  Sentiments  with  respect  to  the 
measures,  many  apprehending  (from  a  Recent  and  unhappy  ex- 
periment of  a  Regulating  Act)  that  the  Carrying  such  an  Act 
into  execution  was  impracticable.  However  upon  mature  De- 
liberation (as  it  was  Recommended  by  Congress)  a  Vote  was  ob- 
tained, appointing  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  before  the  Com'ttee  could  prepare  and  report  it,  the 
small  Pox  broke  out  in  Boston  and  this  Court  oblig'd  Suddenly 
to  rise.  The  Consideration  of  this  matter  has  been  reassumed 
the  present  Session  and  a  Bill  reported,  tho?  the  Assembly  were 
not  less  divided  than  before;  it  is  still  urged,  that  if  a  regulating 
Act  should  be  attempted,  that  the  effect  would  be  so  far  from 
aiding  the  other  measures  proposed  by  Congress  for  giving  Sta- 
bility and  Value  to  the  Continental  Bills  that  it  would  render 
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those  measures  fruitless,  for    the    possessors  of  Goods  would 
thereby  be  induced  to  part  with  them  on  no  terms  but  those  of 
Barter  and  thereby  the  Circulation  of  the  Bills  being  obstructed 
they  would  become  (in  a  great  measure)  useless  in  the  Hands 
of  the  needy  Possessor,  who  having  nothing  else  wherewith  to 
purchase  the  necessaries  of  Life,  would  at  least  in  a  private 
manner  offer  any  Sum  which  he  might  Suppose  would  tempt 
the  possessor  to  part  with  his  corn  &c.  which  the  buyer  needs, 
and  further  that  these  objections  are  not  built  on  mere  Specu- 
lation   but    upon    unfortunate   experiment.     Should    the    mode 
pointed  out  by  Congress  for  reducing  the  Quantity  of  circulat- 
ing money  be  punctually  complied  with  in  the  Several  States 
(which  we  presume  it  Will)  it  is  conceived  it  will  have  a  happy 
tendency  to  give  Stability  to  the  Currency  and  to  Reduce  the 
prices  of  Articles  both  of  Produce  and  merchandize;  this  Gov- 
ernment has  (agreeable  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress) 
put  a  final  Stop  to  the  Currency  of  all  the  Bills  emitted  by  this 
State,  Small  change  under  a  Dollar  only  excepted,  and  being 
fully  appraised  of  the  bad  consequences  which  would  accrue 
by  any  further  emissions  of  money,  have  levied  a  Tax  of  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds  LM'y  upon  the  people,  to  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  by  the  first  day  of  Jan'y  1778,  and  have  Since 
levied  another  tax  of  about  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  LM'y  to  be  paid  in  by  the  first  of  June  next  and  are 
determined  to  Support  the  War  by  Taxation  as  far  as  the  Abil- 
ities of  the  People  will  admit.     These  measures  have  already 
had  some  happy  affect  by  lowering  the  price  of  Imports,  and 
had  not  the  Troops  of  the  Convention  been  Quartered  in  this 
State  it  is  presumed  the  price  of  our  produce  would  have  been 
reduced    proportionably.     Upon  the  whole  this  Assembly    and 
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the  people  at  large  were  so  much  divided  on  this  Question — ■ 
the  fixing  the  Price  of  produce  Labour  &c.  so  as  to  give  Satis- 
faction to  the  Various  parts  of  this  State  was  so  very  difficult — 
but  above  all,  the  danger  of  obstructing  the  Circulation  of  the 
money,  and  thereby  reducing  its  Value  to  such  a  Degree  as 
greatly  to  affect  the  Common  Cause,  was  so  exceeding  great — 
and  fearing  least  the  evils  Which  We  feel  should  be  increased 
instead  of  being  removed  by  the  measure,  W^e  have  upon  a  full 
discussion  and  Consideration  of  the  Subject  thought  proper  to 
Suspend  passing  such  an  Act  for  the  present  and  inform  Con- 
gress of  the  motives  which  influenced  us  so  to  do.  Accordingly 
We  have  eandidlv  and  Justly  Related  in  few  Words  the  mode 
of  our  Proceedings  arid  the  Principal  motives  which  have  in- 
fluenced us  to  Suspend  passing  the  Bill,  which  We  Submit  to 
the  Consideration  of  Congress,  and  hope  that  if  it  should  be 
their  Opinion  that  our  Objections  are  not  Sufficient  to  Suspend 
passing  such  an  Act  that  they  will  take  the  earliest  Opportu- 
nity to  give  us  the  information  which  will  be  immediately  at- 
tended to  by  the  General  Assembly. 

In  the  name  &  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Jeremiah  Powell  Presid't. 
True  Copy 

Attest,  John  Avery  D'y  Secy. 

Hon'e  Henry  Laurens  Esqr. 
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[No.  131*1 

NEW   YOKK    PRISONERS   CONFINED   IN   CONNECTICUT. 

Ezra  Williams*  Deputy  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  Sends  Governor 
Clinton  a  List  with  a  Statement  Oonoeming  One  Peleg  Smith. 

Wethersfield,  27th  April  1778. 

Hon'd  Sir,  In  Consequence  of  a  Letter  lately  Rec'd  from  Genl. 
Huntington,  Enclosing  a  memorandum  from  your  Excellency,  de- 
siring one  Peleg  Smith  a  Prisoner  &c.  might  be  released  from  his 
Confinement,  with  Liberty  on  Parole  &  pass  on  to  your  Excellency 
at  Poughkeepsie,  I  have  now  taken  his  Parole  &  given  him  a  pass 
Accordingly,  Altho'  I  Confess  I  am  somewhat  doubtful  of  his 
Sincerity,  when  he  so  faintly  says,  he  does  not  care  whether  he 
is  Exchanged  or  not,  Suspect  he  is  yet  in  doubt  which  side  is 
like  to  be  the  strongest,  tho'  perhaps  the  great  &  important  News 
now  Arrived  from  England  &  France  (on  which  I  most  heartily 
Congratulate  your  Excellency)  may  Induce  him  to  Speak  out  with 
a  little  more  boldness,  however  I  believe  he  will  not  break  his 
Parole. 

Have  also  Enclosed  a  Return  of  the  Other  Prisoners, belonging 
to  your  State  now  in  part  Confined  in  Goal  &  part  out  at  Labour 
&c.  and  beg  your  directions  Concerning  them. 

Your  Exalted  Station  in  Life  but  more  Especially  your 
Amiable  and  Excellent  Character  (tho'  personally  Unknown) 
Oblige  me  to  Subscribe  myself  with  great  'defference  &  Esteem, 
your  most  Obed'nt  &  very  Humb'e  Serv't 

Ez.  Williams  D:  Commiss'y  Prisoners. 
His  Excellency  Geo:  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1319.] 

General   Conway    Proceeds   to  Half   Moon   and   rinds   Everything 

Quiet  in  Ui<  North. 

Half  Moon  the  27th  April  1778. 

Sir,  I  arriv'd  here  tliis  Day  with  Coll.  frraton's  and  Alden's 
Regiments  and  had  sent  orders  to  Warner's  Regiment  to  join  me 
to  morrow  at  Saratoga.  I  Just  now  receiv'd  the  inclos'd  Letter 
from  General  Schuyler  with  the  account  given  by  Coll.  Williams. 
I  fear  the  News  which  came  by  the  Channell  of  Capt.  Allen 
stationn'd  at  White  creek  cannot  be  much  Credited. 

I  will  send  Back  to  morrow  Graton's  Regiment  to  Albany. 
Will  Keep  here  Alden's  Regiment,  untill  I  return  from  Saratoga 
where  I  will  proceed  to  morrow  in  order  to  Connect  with  General 
Schuvler,  and  to  be  able  to  give  you  and  General  McDoughall 
some  more  positive  account.  I  pray  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
send  me  the  Letters  of  General  Schuyler  as  I  had  not  time  to  take 
copies  thereof.  The  fear  of  Detaining  the  express  Causes  me  to 
write  but  one  Letter,  which  I  pray  your  excellency  will  transmitt 
to  General  MacDoughall.  I  hope  General  MacDoughall  will  not 
find  fault  with  it,  as  you  Both  must  be  acquainted  with  what 
passes  here  and  as  you  are  on  the  way  this  Letter  can  speedily 
be  conveyed  to  him. 

I  will  write  to  vou  and  to  him  as  soon  as  I  return  from  Sara- 

i/ 

toga  and  Let  him  Know  what  measures  I  have  taken  what  intelli- 
gence I  have  obtain'd,  and  ask  his  orders  for  my  future  conduct. 

On  my  return  to  Albany  I  intend  to  visit  the  Mohawk  river 
and  give  you  Both  an  account  of  the  situation  and  Dispositions 
of  the  settlements  in  that  quarter.  I  am  with  much  Esteem  and 
Respect  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't  Servant     , 

Th's  Conway. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 
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[No.  1320.] 

General  McDougall  Believes  Mr.  St.  John  Should  Proceed  to  New 
York  on  His  Way  to  Europe  Under  Certain  Safeguards. 

Fish  Kill  28th  April  1778. 

My  dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  13th  instant  on  the  Subject 
of  leave  to  Mr.  St.  John's  goeing  to  France  via  of  New  York, 
was  this  day  handed  to  me  by  Him.  As  he  is  a  Citizen  and  you 
better  acquainted  with  his  Political  Character  than  I  am,  the 
request  he  makes  must  be  Submited  to  you.  If  you  permit  him 
to  go;  I  wish  he  may  go  by  Land;  and  on  the  west  Side,  and 
under  Such  guards  as  your  own  prudence  shall  suggest.  I  think 
his  honor  should  be  engaged  not  to  give  any  Public  intelligence 
to  the  Enemy;  nor  to  carry  any  Letters;  but  shall  be  first  Exhib- 
ited to  you,  or  any  papers  relative  to  the  Public  state  or  Temper 
of  the  Country.     I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  Humble  Serv't 

Alex'r  McDougall. 

He  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  return  during  the  Contest  by 
New  York,  or  any  Post  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  nor  immedi- 
ately from  New  York. 
[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1321.] 

George  Clinton  Orders  General  Ten  Broeck  to  Bold  All  the  Militia 
Under  His   Command    in   Readiness   to  Obey  General   Conway's 

Orders. 

Poukeepsie  April  28th  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  this  moment  received  a  Letter  from  Major  Genl. 
Conway  enclosing  Genl.  Schuyler's  Letter  to  you,  the  Contents 
of  which  shall  without  Delay  be  communicated  to  Genl.  McDou- 
gall.    You  are  immediately  to  cause  the  militia  under  your  com- 
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mand  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  and  to  order  so  many  of 
them  as  General  Conway  may  require,  to  march  to  such  Place 
or  Places  as  he  shall  direct  for  oppos'g  the  Enemy  &  prevent'g 
their  making  any  further  incursions  into  the  Country.     I  am  &ca. 

[G.  C] 


Brig'r  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  1322.] 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck  Sends  a  Package  of  Lottery  Tickets  to  Governor 

Clinton. 

Albany  28th  April  1778. 
Sir,  In  Consequence  of  Directions  Received  from  the  Managers 
of  the  United  States  Lottery  I  transmit  your  Excellency,  Two 
Thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  five  Tickets  as  Pr  Acc't  In- 
closed. Maj'r  Lush  informs  me  that  your  Excellency  (he  beleived) 
had  disposed  of  the  nine  Hundred  Tickets  &  also  that  my  Agents 
at  Poughkeepsie  had  disposed  of  their  Tickets,  but  I  have  no 
Account  from  all  of  them.  I  Trust  the  Tickets  are  sold.  I  re- 
main with  great  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  Humble  Ser't 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1323.] 

George  Clinton  Notifies  General  Conway  that  He  Has  Sent  Orders  to 

General  Ten  Broeck  to  Hold  His  Brigade  of  Militia  Ready  to  Obey 

Conway's  Orders. 

Poukeepsie  April  28th  1778. 

Sir,    I  was  absent  when  your  favor  of  the  26th  Inst,  was  left 

at  my  House  &  did  not  receive  it  until  this  Evening  on  my  Return 

home.     I  shall  immediately  communicate  the  Contents  to  General 
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McDougall.     In   the    mean   time    I    have   ordered   General   Ten 

Broeck*  to  turn  out  such  Part  of  the  militia  under  his  command 

as  you  may  deem  immediately  necessary  for  effectually  opposing 

the  Enemy  &  prevent'g  them  from  penetrating  any  further  into 

the  Country.     I  am  with  great  Respect  Sir  Your  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Major  Genl.  Conway. 


[No.  1324.] 
Governor  Clinton  Acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  the  Lottery  Tickets. 

Poughkeepsie  29th  Apl.  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  yesterday  by  Messenger 
Fowler  with  two  Bundles  said  to  contain  two  thousand  three 
hundred  &  thirty  five  Ticketts  for  which  I  have  given  my  Receipt. 
The  Nine  hundred  Ticketts  you  formerly  sent  me  I  delivered  out 
in  small  Parcels  to  sundry  Persons  as  the  most  likely  Means  for 
disposing  of  them  and  I  am  informed  they  are  all  sold  but  regu- 
lar Returns  with  the  Cash  are  not  yet  made  to  me. 

,1  wish  to  have  the  last  Acts  of  Congress  respecting  the  States 
Lottery  that  I  may  learn  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  Ticketts  you 

. . . , . _ — . — , , — — — _ — _ — --—--■-         •« 

*From  Poughkeepsie,  April  28,  1778,  10  o'clock  P.  M.,  Robert  Benson  wrote  to  John 
Barclay,  Albany,  N.  Y. : 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  having  been  absent  since  Saturday,  returned  home 
this  evening,  when  your  letter  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Yates,  was  delivered  to  him. 
He  has  ordered  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  to  march  as  many  of  the  militia  as  Genl.  Conway 
may  deem  necessary,  to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  prevent  their  penetrating  into  the 
country.  'Tis  a  strange  thing  that  your  northern  gentry  can't  let  us  enjoy  all  the  good 
reports  we  receive  daily  in  this  quarter,  without  being  disturbed  by  the  disagreeable 
sound  of  the  enemy's  appearing  on  the  northern  frontiers. 

Capt.  Deane  (brother  to  our  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  France,)  passed  through 
Fishkill  yesterday,  (under  an  escort  of  light  horse,)  with  despatches  from  Prance  to 
Congress.  We  remain  ignorant  of  their  contents;  but  from  report,  we  apprehend  some 
very  interesting  treaty  to  have  taken  place  between  that  Court  and  the  United  States. 
What  think  you  of  the  lowered  tone  of  Lord  North's  speech,  and  the  present  temper 
of  administration?  Does  it  not  savour  strongly  of  their  jealousies  of  an  alliance 
prejudicial  to  their  measures?  The  politicians  here,  have  no  doubts  on  the  subject.  I 
send  by  this  express  a  parcel  of  the  militia  laws,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  may  judge 
proper.    Mrs.  Clinton  is  much  indisposed;  all  ether  friends,  are  well. 

P.  S.  If  any  thing  that  may  be  depended  on  relative  to  this  news,  should  transpire, 
I'll  send  it  you. 
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have  now  sent  me.     You'l  be  kind  enough  to  forward  them  to  me 

by  first  Opportunity.     I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Dirck  Ten  Broeck  Esqr. 

The  Receipt  alluded  to  in  the  above  Letter  is  as  follows: 

Rec'd  of  Win.  Fowler  a  Letter  from    Dirck  TenBroeck  Esq. 

Dated  28th  Apl.  Instant  &  two  Bundles  said  to  Contain  two 

thousand  three  hundred  &  thirty  five  Ticketts.     Dated  at  Pough- 

keepsie  this  29th  Apl.  1778. 


[No.  1325.] 

THE  ALLIANCE  WITH  FRANCE. 

Governor  Clinton  Imparts  the  Intelligence  to  General  Conway — Lord 

North's  Speech. 

Poughkeepsie  29th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  wrote  vou  last  night  since  which  I  am  favoured 
with  yours  of  the  27th  Instant.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  the 
Accounts  from  the  Northward  are  not  so  alarming  as  they  were 
at  first  represented.  I  will  forward  Copies  of  your  Letter  with 
its  inclosures  to  Genl.  McDougal  Tomorrow  Morning;  Genl. 
Schuyler's  Letter  I  return  inclosed. 

Lord  North's  speech*  I  sent  some  Days  since  to  Mr.  McKesson 

*  The  speech  alluded  to,  was  delivered  by  Lord  North  in  Parliament,  February  17, 
1778.  He  declared  that  from  the  beginning  he  had  been  uniformly  disposed  to  peace; 
that  the  coercive  acts  which  he  had  made  were  such  as  appeared  to  be  necessary  at  the 
time,  though  in  the  event  they  had  produced  effects  which  he  had  never  intended.  That 
since  he  found  they  had  not  the  effect  which  he  intended  he  proposed  a  conciliatory 
proposition  before  the  sword  was  drawn.  He  thought  then  and  he  thought  still  that 
the  terms  of  that  proposition  "  would  form  the  happiest,  most  equitable,  and  most 
lasting  bond  of  union  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  That  by  a  variety  of 
discussions,  a  propositon  that  was  originally  clear  and  simple  in  itself,  was  made  to 
appear  so  obscure,  as  to  go  damned  to  America;  so  that  the  Congress  conceived,  or  took 
occasion  to  represent  it  as  a  scheme  for  sowing  divisions,  and  introducing  taxation 
among  them  in  a  worse  mode  than  the  former,  and  accordingly  rejected  it. 

"  His  idea  never  had  been  to  draw  any  considerable  revenue  either  in  that  way  or 
any  other  from  America;  that  his  idea  was  they  should  contribute  in  a  very  low  propor- 
tion to  the  expences  of  England.  He  had  always  found  that  American  taxation 
could  never  produce  a  beneficial  revenue;  that  there  were  many  sorts  of  taxes  that 
could  not  at  all  be  laid  on  that  country  and  that  few  of  them  would  prove  worth  th« 
charge  of  collection;  that  the  Stamp  Act  was  the  most  judicious  that  could  be  chosen 
for  that  purpose,  as  it  interested  every  man  who  had  any  dealing  or  any  property  to 
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Clerk  of  the  Sup'r  Court  at  Albany  to  be  communicated  to  you. 
The  two  Drafts  of  Bills  aluded  to  in  the  Speech  I  send  by  this 
Conveyance  to  Chief  Justice  Jay. 

Capt.  Deane,  Brother  to  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  one  of  our  Embas- 
sadors at  the  Court  of  France  arrived  from  thence  at  Fishkill  on 
his  Way  to  Congress  in  forty  Days.  He  came  in  a  French  Man 
of  War  &  has  brought  very  Important  Intelligence,  the  particu- 
lars whereof  are  not  transpired.  This  much  I  have  heard  &  ma}7 
venture  to  tell  as  a  Truth,  that  an  Aliance  between  that  Court  & 
these  States  has  taken  Place  as  favourable  &  generous  as  coud 
be  expected  to  the  Latter.  A  Knowledge  of  this  has  undoubtedly 
occassioned  the  late  Measures  in  the  English  House  of  Commons. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
The  Hon'ble  Maj'r  Genl.  Conway. 

defend  or  recover,  in  the  collection  of  the  tax  and  the  execution  of  the  law;  but  not- 
withstanding the  high  rate  at  which  that  duty  had  been  formerly  estimated,  he  did 
not  believe  its  produce  would  have  a  very  considerable  object;  and  if  the  people  had 
confederated  as  they  seemed  in  general  disposed  to  do,  and  in.  some  places  had 
actually  done,  to  go  on  without  stamps,  it  would  produce  nothing  at  all  but  would 
increase  the  confusion  of  the  country  if  any  attempts  were  made  to  disturb  the 
transactions  which  were  carried  on  without  stamps.  That  accordingly  he  never  had 
proposed  any  tax  on  America;  he  found  them  already  taxed  when  he  unfortunately  (as 
he  still  must  say,  whatever  use  has  been,  or  might  be  made  of  the  word)  came  into 
administration.  His  principle  of  policy  was  to  have  had  as  little  discussion  on  this 
subject  as  possible,  but  to  keep  the  affairs  of  America  out  of  Parliament;  that  accord- 
ingly as'  he  had  not  said,  so  did  he  not  think  it  advisable  for  him  to  repeal  the  tea 
tax,  nor  did  he  ever  think  of  any  particular  means  for  enforcing  it.  *  *  *  One  of 
the  bills  he  proposed  to  move  was,  to  quiet  America  upon  the  subject  of  taxation  and 
to  remove  all  fears  real  or  pretended  of  Parliament's  ever  attempting  to  tax  them  again 
and  to  take  away  all  exercise  of  the  right  itself  in  future  so  far  as  regarded  revenue." 

It  was  impossible  to  repeal  all  the  acts  in  dispute  since  1763,  for  some  which  had 
passed  in  1769  were  beneficial  to  the  colonies.  As  to  the  late  acts,  such  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts charter,  the  fishery  and  the  prohibitory  bills,  "  as  they  were  the  effect  of  the 
quarrel  "  he  promised  them  to  cease,  and  that  "  as  to  complaints  of  matters  of  a 
various  nature,  authority  should  be  given  to  settle  them  to  the  satisfaction  of 
America."  He  stated,  that  "  all  these  matters  consisting  of  a  great  variety  would  be 
better  left  to  the  discussion  of  commissioners  than  to  be  established  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment." 

He  believed  that,  "  the  commissioners  should  be  instructed  to  negotiate  for  soma 
reasonable  and  moderate  contribution  toward  the  common  defence  of  the  empire,  when 
reunited,  but  to  take  away  all  pretence  for  not  terminating  this  unhappy  difference, 
the  contribution  was  not  to  be  insisted  on  as  a  sine  qua  non  of  the  treaty." 

As  these  terms  were  the  same  which  he  was  disposed  to  offer  when  he  believed  the 
British  arms  in  America  were  invincible  and  before  he  knew  of  Burgoyne's  misfortune, 
he  now  repeated  them  "  to  prevent  the  protracting  of  the  war,  the  effusion  of  blood  and 
the  immoderate  expence." 

In  conclusion,  he  said,  "  on  the  whole  his  concessions  were  from  reason  and  propriety, 
not  from  necessity;  that  we  were  in  condition  to  carry  on  the  war  much  longer."— State 
Historian. 
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[No.  1326.] 

Gates   and    the   Northern    Department — McDougall    and    Governor 

Clinton's  Correspondence. 

Fish  Kill  26th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Yesterday  I  received  a  Letter  from  General  Gates  of 
the  21st,  covering  Sundry  resolutions  of  Congress,  by  which  He 
is  to  take  the  Command  here,  and  in  the  Northern  department. 
General  Starks  to  command  at  Albany;  and  its  vicinity.  At  the 
desire  of  the  Former,  I  give  you  this  information.  Its  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  make  any  observations  on  this  arangement,  as 
they  will  occur  to  you  on  the  bare  recital  of  it.  General  Gates 
may  be  expected  here  early  in  the  next  week,  and  perhaps  To- 
morrow.    I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  Hbe.  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  29th  April  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  now  send  you  inclosed  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Genl.  Conway  with  a  Copy  of  one  it  inclosed  from  Genl.  Schuyler 
to  Genl.  Tenbroeck.  Genl.  Conway's  Letter  was  left  at  my  House 
the  27th  Instant  but  being  from  Home  I  did  not  receive  it  or 
yours  of  the  26th  Instant  before  my  Keturn  last  Night. 

If  it  was  possible  to  ruin  us  by  unwise  &  injudicious  Measures 
it  must  have  er'e  now  been  effected.  I  trust  therefore  it  is  not 
&  that  that  good  Providence  which  has  hitherto  provisioned  will 
continue  so  to  do  in  Spite  of  all  our  Folly.  On  this  believe  me 
I  build  my  Greatest  hopes. 

I  return  you  the  Copy  of  the  Permission  granted  by  Genl. 
Robertson  to  Capt.  Carson  which  was  handed  me  by  Major  Fell 
with  my  Sentiments  at  the  Foot  of  it.  If  you  can  Effect  an  Ex- 
change of  your  Wench  for  the  one  ment'd  in  the  Permission  it 
will  be  very  agreable  to  me  but  it  woud  be  wrong  to  permit  the 
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Women  mentioned  in  it  &  who  live  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  our 

Forts  to  go  into  N.  York  at  present.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

Mrs.  Ludlow  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  will  wait  upon  you  on 

her  Way  down  to  N.  York  to-morrow  &  take  your  Orders. 

[To  Gen.  McDougall.] 


[No.  1327.] 

General  McDougall  Notifies  Govwnor  Clinton  of  His  Transfer  to 

Washington's  Army. 

Fish  Kill  29th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  received  your  favor  of  this  date,  and  one  from 
General  Conway  some  days  ago,  of  the  Same  import  with  that 
addressed  to  you.  It  is  fortunate  those  regiments  were  not  or- 
dered down  from  above;  but  it  is  very  Lamentable  those  corps 
are  so  weak;  which  must  be  occationed  by  undue  Furloughs.  But 
the  orders  Transmited  to  me,  respecting  the  Disposition  of  the 
Troops  will  not  warrant  me  to  Spare  any  more  for  the  Service 
above.  I  approve  of  your  denial  to  the  Flag,  and  shall  not  open 
a  negotiation  for  my  wench  If  I  never  see  her.  Mr.  Silas  Dean's 
brother  from  France  in  a  French  man  of  warr,  passed  thro'  here 
two  days  ago  with  the  Counter  part  of  a  Treaty  with  that  Crown, 
very  favourable  to  America.  It  is  far  exceeding  my  most  San- 
guine  expectation.  Time  will  not  permit  me  to  mention  the  par- 
ticulars. It  must  be  a  knowledge  of  this  Alliance  that  gave 
Birth  to  the  two  draughts  of  Bills  Sent  out  from  New  York.  As 
I  am  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  join  the  Grand  Army, 
when  General  Gates  arrives;  I  wish  to  communicate  to  you  in 
Conversation,  what  I  received  in  Confidence  from  Mr.  Dean.     I 

am  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  Humble 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
[Governor  George  Clinton.] 


234  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

[No.  1328.] 

Colonel  Morgan  Lewis  Appointed  Deputy  Quartermaster  General  of 

the  Northern  Department. 

Albany  28th  April  1778. 
I  should  be  much  Obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  send  me  by 
Return  of  this  Express  the  Necessary  Certificates  of  my  being 
employ'd  in  the  Quarter  Master  General's  Department,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Regulating  Bill  passed  the  third  Instant.  I  am 
with  due  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient 

M.  Lewis. 
His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


Poukeepsie  April  30th  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  send 
you  the  enclosed  Certificate  of  his  approval  of  your  appointing 
to  the  Office  of  Dep.  Q'r  M'r  Genl.  in  the  Northern  Departm't. 

His  Excellency  observes  that  you  make  use  of  very  good  Letter 

Paper,  an  Article  exceedingly  scarce  in  this  quarter.     Perhaps 

the  Q'r  M'rs  Office  in  the  Northern  Department  may  have  some 

to  spare;  if  that  should  be  the  Case,  his  Excellency  will  esteem 

it  a  kindness  in  Colo.  Lewis  to  send  him  a  small  quantity  of  that 

necessary  article.     I  am  with  respect  S'r  Your  most  Obt.  Serv't 

Robt.  Benson  P.  Secrv. 
Colo.  Morgan  Lewis. 

Morgan  Lewis  Esqr.  being  regularly  appointed  to  the  Office  of 

Dep.  Q'r  Mr  Genl.  in  the  Northern  Departm't  I  do  hereby  signify 

my  approval  thereof.     Given  under  my  hand  at  Poukeepsie  this 

30th  Day  of  April  1778, 
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[No.  1329.] 

A  Number  of  Officers  Dropped  Under  the  New  Organization  of  the 

Army. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  April  1778. 

Sir, — I  am  requested  by  the  Committee  of  Congress  for  making 

a  new  Arrangement  of  the  Army  to  form  the  several  Kegiments 

raised  in  this  State  (excepting  such  of  them  as  are  with  the  Grand 

Army)  upon  the  New  Plan  agreed  to  by  that  Committee,  a  Modell 

of  which  for  a  Battalion  you  have  inclosed.     You  are,  therefore, 

desired  with  the  advice  of  your  Field  Officers  to  return  to  me 

without  Delay  the  Names  of  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Eegiment 

who  are  best  quallified  to  serve  the  public,  agreable  to  the  present 

Establishment,  and  as  this  Plan  is  calculated  to  diminish  the 

Number  of  Officers  in  the  Army  several  must  of  Course  be  left 

out  many  of  whom  may  have  Merrit.     It  is  the  Desire  of  the 

Committee,  therefore,  that  the  Names  of  such  be  transmitted  to 

them  &  for  this  Purpose  you  will  please  to  furnish  me  with  a  list 

of  such  deserving  Officers  as  by  this  new  arangement  may  be 

left  out  and  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  note  in  what  new  Employment 

you  conceive  they  are  best  quallified  to  serve  their  Country.    Your 

Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

Colo.  Gaansevoort. 


[No.  1330.] 
Governor  Clinton  Promises  to  Visit  General  McDougall. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  Apl.  1778. 

Dear  Sir,   I  have  received  yours  of  yesterday.     If  I  can  spare 

Time  to  wait  upon  you  at  Fishkill  before  you  leave  it,  I  will,  not 

only  to  hear  the  Good  Tidings,  more  particularly  than  you  was 

able  to  write  me  but  to  have  an  Hour's  Conversation  with  you  on 
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other  Matters.  I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  I  received  last 
Night  from  Genl.  Conway  &  of  other  Papers  which  were  inclosed 
in  it.  I  cant  see  that  the  Exchange  of  your  Wench  coud  be  at- 
tended with  any  bad  Consequence.       I  am  Your  Most  Obed't 

Serv't 

[G.  C]    " 
Genl.  McDougal. 


[No.  1331.] 

George  Clinton  Directs  Colonel  Graham  to  Pass  Mrs.  Thomas  Ludlow 

and  Her  Children  to  New  York  City. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  April  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Ludlow 
who  has  my  Permission  to  go  to  New  York  with  her  Children  & 
Effects  in  two  Waggons.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  let  her 
Pass,  and  if  you  conceive  it  necessary  send  a  careful  Officer  with 
her  to  the  Enemies  Lines  who  will  wait  the  Return  of  the  Wag- 
gons. She  proposes  to  send  out  some  few  Articles  for  her  Sister 
to  which  I  have  no  Objection.     I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 

Colo.  Morris  Graham. 


[No.  1332.] 
Draft  pass  for  Mrs.  Ludlow  to  go  to  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ludlow  Wife  of  Thomas  Ludlow  Esqr.  her  two  Children 
and  Nurse,  May  Thompson,  with  their  Effects  in  two  Waggons  to 
be  driven  bv  James  Teller  &  Mr.  William  Ludlow's  Servant  Man, 
John,  have  permission  to  pass  to  New  York  unmollested.  The 
Waggons  and  Drivers  to  return  with  all  Convenient  Speed;  Mrs. 
Ludlow  her  Children  &  Nurse  to  continue  in  New  York,  provided 
such  Persons  of  equal  Rank  in  Life  as  the  Governor  of  the  State 
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of  New  York,  for  the  Time  being,  shall  nominate  be  sent  out  in 
Exchange  for  them,  with  Effects  of  equal  Value,  agreeable  to 
Mrs.  Ludlow's  Engagement.  If  not  they  are  to  return  if  not  re- 
quired.    Given  at  Poughkeepsie  this  30th  Day  of  April  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton  Gov'r  State  N.  York. 
To  all  Concerned. 


[No.  1333.] 

Major  Lush  Supplies  Governor  Clinton  with  Treasury  Notes  and 

Letter  Paper. 

Much  respected  Sir. — I  should  have  complied  with  your  Excel- 
lency's Commands  on  the  Return  of  Capt.  North  but  was  pre- 
vented by  his  leaving  the  City  sooner  than  I  expected  and  his 
not  giving  me  Notice  of  the  Time. 

By  Mr.  Yates  your  Excellency  will  receive  Treasury  Notes  for 
3700  Dollars  agreable  to  the  Directions.  There  is  also  inclosed 
a  Certificate  of  200  Doll's *mes. 

Mr.  Yates  has  also  under  Care  two  small  Bundles  of  Letter 
Paper  which  as  was  requested  I  obtained  in  your  Excellency's 
Name  from  Colo.  Lewis. 

Mr.  Cuyler  informs  me  he  has  sent  you  a  Barrel  of  Peas  by 
a  Capt.  Pruyn,  I  therefore  presume  that  that  Part  of  my  Com- 
mission which  respects  the  purchasing  of  Peas  is  not  to  be  ful- 
filled. 

With  my  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton  and  best  Wishes  for  the  Re- 
turn or  her  Health  and  a  Kiss  for  my  Cornelia.  I  am  Sir  with 
the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

ser't 

Stephen  Lush. 

Albany  April  30th  1778. 


*MS9.  torn. 
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[No.  1334.] 

The  Clothing  Depot  Ordered  to  Shawangunk. 

Poukeepsie  April  30th  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  directed  by  liis  Excellency  the  Governor  to  acknowl- 
ege  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
eloathing  Store  to  Shawangunck;  and  to  inform  you  that  his  Ex- 
cellency desires  that  you  remove  the  eloathing  Store  to  that  Place 
accordingly.     I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Robt.  Benson,  P.  Secry. 
Mr.  John  Henry. 


[No.  1335.] 

Governor  Clinton  Gives  Commissary  Jacob  Cuyler  Pertinent 

Instructions  as  to  Permits. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  Apl.  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  13th  Instant  with  the 
Pease  for  which  I  thank  you. 

On  Receipt  of  your  Former  Letter  I  wrote  Genl.  Conway  my 
Sentiments  respecting  the  Removal  of  your  Stores  to  Places  of 
Safety  at  a  Distance  from  the  River,  as  I  conceived  it  most  proper 
that  the  Commanding  Officer  shoud  take  upon  himself  the  Direc- 
tion of  that  Business.  Such  Articles  as  the  Embargo  Law  is 
silent  about,  not  being  included  under  General  Terms,  I  conclude 
may  safely  be  exported.  As  to  Permits  for  the  Transportation 
of  Flour  or  Grain,  General  ones  can't  be  granted,  the  particular 
Quantities  must  be  specified  in  each  Permit,  which  will  make  it 
so  troublesome  a  Business,  that  without  neglecting  the  more  Im- 
portant Duties  of  my  Office  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  to  it. 
It  is  necessary  too  in  obtaining  Permits  to  have  the  Concurrence 
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of  two  Members  of  the  Legislature  which  renders  the  Duty  still 

more  dificult  &  Tedious.     I  am  Sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Cuyler. 


[No.  1336.] 

Colonel  Regnier  Applies  to  Governor  Clinton  for  Clothing  for  His 
1  Regiment. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency ; 

Sir;  The  Extreme  Distress  under  which  this  Regiment  is,  for 
want  of  Clothing  makes  me  bold  to  apply  to  you,  in  its  behalf 
and  your  authority  in  the  N.  York  State,  as  its  Governor,  makes 
me  Expect  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  giving  us  Some  Relieve, 
your  Disinterested  Generosity  and  Patriotick  Zeal,  will  not  be  in- 
sensible of  our  situation. 

T  was  informed  few  days  Since,  that;  Some  Shirts,  waistcoats, 
and  perhaps,  some  Coats  may  be  got  for  the  N.  York  Troops,  at 
the  Provincial  Store  at  Knepenock,  [Napanock]  if  it  Should  be 
the  Case,  I  Should  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency,  if  you 
would  direct,  procure  or  give  an  Order,  to  the  Bearer  (Lt.  Els- 
worth)  to  get  Some  of  the  above  articles,  if  the  whole  cannot  be 
got.  And  even,  if  Some  Cloth  could  be  found,  though  not  already 
made  up,  I  may  have  them  made  in  the  Regt. 

We   have    recti ved    already    few    Pieces    of    Cloth,  from   the 

Gentelmen  Delegued  in  Congress  which  they  bought  at  Lancaster, 

'But;  we  have  hardly  enough,  for  half  of  the  Regiment,  and  the 

cloth  is  so  bad,  that  it  is  worn  out,  most  as  soon  as  made.     1  am 

with  Respect  of  Your  Excellency  the  most  obt.  serv't 

P.  Regnier,  Lieut.  Col.  4th  N.  York  Regt. 
Camp  Valley  Forge  April  31st  1778. 
His  Excellency  Governor  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  1337.] 
A  Formidable  Petition  for  the  Pardon  of  Myndert  Harris. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq. 

Governor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  General  of  all  the  Militia, 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

We  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  Dutchess  county,  Faithfull 
subjects  to  the  state  of  New  York — and  hearty  freinds  to  the  Inde- 
pendence of  America,  Beg  leave  to  recommend  Myndert  Harris 
now  under  sentence  of  death,  as  an  object  of  your  Excellency's 
clemency.  We  hope  his  future  good  behaviour  will  convince  the 
world  that  his  Preservation  hath  not  been  in  vain. 

Henry  Livingston  Jur.,  John  Frear,  Elias  Bunschoten,  Solomon 
Freligh,  V.  D.  M.,  Isaac  Rysdike,  V.  D.  M.,  Jonas  Kelsy. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  most  Humbly  sheweth, 

Whereas,  Mindred  Harris  Son  of  Joseph  Harris  being  Justly 
Condemned  to  Die  by  the  Late  Honourable  Court  held  at  Pough- 
keepsie  to  the  most  Unspeakable  Grief  of  his  Father  and  Mother, 
we  the  Subscribers  most  Earnestly  pray  that  it  may  please  His 
Excellency  to  have  Compassion  on  the  most  Distressed  Father 
&  Mother  &  Relation  of  Said  Harris,  and  have  Mercy  on  the  Crim- 
inal that  it  may  please  His  Excellency  to  Grant  a  Reprieve  for 
the  same  not  Doubting  but  this  will  be  a  sufficient  Check  for  him 
in  his  Wickedness  and  Villany  by  Granting  the  above  Request 
will  Releive  the  Distressed  Parants  from  their  Grief  and  Distress, 
in  not  Seeing  their  Child  Come  to  such  an  Untimely  End  as  he  is 
Justly  Sentenced  to,  and  will  Greatly  Oblige  His  Excellency's 
Most  Hble.  &  Obdt.  Serv'ts. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  Timethey  Ton,  Josiah  Ingerson,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Edward  Tredwell,  James  McCreedy,  Gilbert  Totten,  Oba- 
diah  Cooper,  Jacob  Brinckerhoff,  Richard  Vanwyck,  Corn's  Van- 
wyck,  Jacob  Griffin,  Abr'm  Brinckerhorf,  Jasper  Fulmore,  Dirck 
Brinckerhoff,  Hend'k  WyckofT,  Jacobus  Swartwout,  James  Sne- 
diker,  Thos.  Storm,  William  Humfrey,  Hugh  Conner,  James  V  D 
Burrgh,  John  McBride,  William  Clark,  Peter  Noxon,  Ebenez'r 
Cary,  Benj'm  Birdsall,  Maurice  Pleas,  Gideon  Hall,  Stephen  For- 
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gason,  Hezekiah  Collins,  Israel  Vail,  John  Smith,  William  Gif- 

ford,  Israel  Piatt. 

Dutches  County  April  19th  1778. 

To  His  Excellency  G.  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r  &c. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  Hum- 
ble Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Sheweth  That  we  the  Subscribers 
principal  Inhabitants  and  Good  people  as  also  Good  Subjects  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  Do  beg  leave  to  recommend  Myndert 
Harris  a  prisoner  now  under  Condemnation  to  your  Excellency  as 
an  Object  of  Mercy  we  being  Informed  that  his  Conviction  con- 
sists only  of  one  Crime  and  that  the  first,  we  being  further  In- 
formed that  he  hath  been  in  the  service  of  this  state  and  behaved 
himself  well  Further  beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that  a 
pardon  in  his  Case  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Good  Subjects 
in  General  than  an  Execution  and  we  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever 
pray. 

I  am  willing  that  Mindert  Harris  shou'd  be  Pardon'd. 
Grand  Jury  Wm.  Van  Wyck 

Adrian  Brinckerhoff 

James  Livingston,  E.  Bunschoten  Jr.,  Capt.,  Abraham  Swart- 
wout,  Capt.,  Felix  Lewis,  James  Biisben,  Peleg  Seaman,  Richard 
Leweis,  Pety  Jury  James  Winans,  Do  Jacob  Low,  Do  Benjamen 
Westervelt,  Do  Myndert  Vanderbogart,  Christian  Dubois,  Leut, 
Cornelius  Viltse  Com'y  Forrage,  John  Myer,  John  Elsworth, 
George  Elsworth,  Clement  Cornell,  Abraham  Hogland  ins., 
William  Haskin  Lieut. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov- 
ernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  The 
Humble  petition  of  the  Subscribers  Sheweth  That  we  the  sub- 
scribers principal  Inhabitants  and  Good  people  as  also  Good  Sub- 
jects of  the  State  of  New  York  Do  beg  leave  to  recommend  Myn- 
dert Harris  a  prisoner  now  under  Condemnation  to  your  Excel- 

16 
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lency  as  an  Object  of  mercy,  we  being  Informed  that  his  Con- 
viction Consists  only  of  one  Crime  and  that  the  first  we  being 
further  Informed  that  he  hath  been  in  the  Service  of  this  State 
and  behaved  himself  well,  Further  beg  leave  to  Inform  your 
Excellency  ilia  I  a  pardon  in  his  Case,  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  good  Subjects  in  General,  than  an  Execution  and  we  as  in  duly 
bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 

Sam'l  Dodge  foreman  of  G  Jury,  Jacob  Carl,  John  Carpenter, 
Isaac  Bloom,  Isaac  Finch,  Silas  Germond,  Joseph  Sutherland, 
John  Dodge,  Joseph  Carpenter,  Phinehas  Knapp,  Samuel  Adsit, 
Silvanus  Beckwith,  James  Thompson,  John  Smith,  Jasper  Ful- 
more,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Elijah  Townsend,  Nathan  Hyatt,  David 
Lyons,  Robert  Hoffman,  Jacobes  Frear. 

This  is  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  the  Subscribers  has 
been  to  the  good  people  of  Dutch's  County  in  Genral  and  it  is  the 
Voice  in  Genral,  that  Mindart  Harris  of  said  County  be  Repriev'd 
if  your  Excellency  would  think  proper  and  we  as  in  Duty  Bound 
Shall  Ever  pray. 

Nathaniel  Smith  Capt.,  Jasper  Fulmore  Lt.,  Daniel  Outwater 
Lt 
April  ye  2d  1778. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov- 
ernor Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  The 
humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Shewet  That  we  the  Sub- 
scribers principal  Inhabetants  and  good  people  as  also  Good  Sub- 
jects of  the  State  of  New  York  Do  beg  Leave  to  recommend  Min- 
dart Harris  Prisoner  now  under  Condemnation  to  your  Excellency 
as  an  object  of  mercy  we  being  informed  that  the  Conviction 
Consists  only  of  one  Crime  and  that  the  first  we  been  further 
Informed  that  he  hath  been  in  the  Service  of  this  State  and 
behaved  him  Self  well  Further  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency that  a  pardon  in  his  rase  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  Good  Subjects  in  General  than  an  Execution  and  we  as  in 
Duty  bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 
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Reuben  Sutherland,  Smith  Sutherland,  Joel  Sutherland,  Rich- 
ard Bulock,  •  Israel  Lewis,  Benjamin  Herrick,  Stephen  Herrick, 
Rufus  Herrick,  Lemuel  Brush,  Judah  Burton,  Daniel  Ward, 
Zacs  Newcomb,  Increase  Carpenter,  David  Carpenter,  Daniel 
Wickes,  Henry  Humfrey,  David  Sutherland,  William  T.  South- 
erland,  William  Sutherland,  Hezekiah  Mills,  Samuel  Waters, 
James  Hall,  Nehemiah  Smith,  Andrew  Carroll,  John  Gazly, 
James  Tallmadge,  Ephrief  Bullock,  Isaac  Lamb,  Stephen  Adsit. 

END  OF  MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME  IV. 
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